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www.simonsayskids.com (publisher website-source for bio info and picture)
Interesting Facts about the author:.  As a kid she decided that is what she wanted to be an author as soon as she figured out the real-everyday people made up and published the stories that she loved to read.  She had her doubts that a farm girl could ever be a famous writer and so she double majored at Miami University in creative writing, journalism and history.  

She has worked as a community college instructor and interestingly enough she worked for the Fort Wayne Gazette as a copy editor and for The Indianapolis Star as a reporter before becoming a writer. In fact her first three books were inspired by the articles she was writing for The Indianapolis Star.  

In an interview with Kidsthink.org she says that that she got many of her ideas for writing books from things she investigated as a reporter, things that have happened to her or others, and from weird thoughts and speculations going around in her head.  She also stated that there are parts of every book that she has written that make her cringe and parts that she is proud of.  She says that first drafts take her anywhere from 2-6 months usually and her own revisions can take a couple of days to 6 months.  After her publisher sends a book back new revisions can take a couple hours to 6 months to complete.  Therefore, it sometimes takes over a year to produce a book.  Of course, she works on more than one book at a time. 
Her greatest joy in writing is when she is able to find the exact right words to describe what she is trying to say. 

Publisher Web Sites:  www.simonsays.com, www.scholastic.com
I could not find a home page, email address, or snail mail address for this author. 

Other books that are written by this author:

Running out of Time (1995) 

Just Ella (1999)
The Girl with 500 Middle Names (2001)
Among the Hidden (2001)
Turnabout (2002)
Because of Anya (2002)
Among the Imposters (2002)
Among the Betrayed (2002)
Among the Barons (2003)
Aunt Memory (2003)
Among the Free (2006)

The House on the Gulf

Leaving Fishers  (1997)
Annotation:  Sukie knows that something is wrong!  Her parents are not making sense.  They are saying all the wrong things. For example, when Sukie is running in the house her dad stops her and says, “Don’t pick your nose!”  In fact every time that Sukie and one of her brothers does something wrong her parents say things that don’t make sense.  What Sukie and her brothers find out when they investigate leads to an all out war between the siblings and their parents.   To find out who wins read Say What?  by Margaret Peterson Haddix. 
Booktalk: The book I am introducing today is  Say What?  by Margaret Peterson Haddix. It is about a family, the children are worried about their parents because they have stopped making sense.   Then I would read the following from the back of the book:  (Wait, what did you say?  Sukie is worried-her parents are acting strange. When she runs in the house, her dad asks, “If all your friends jumped off a bridge, would you jump too?”  

When she eats peas with her fingers, Mom yells, “You’ll put your eye out with that thing!”  What is going on?  She and her older brothers decide to investigate.  And what they discovered leads to a kids-against-parents war!)
If you had ever had disagreements with your parents or your parents say you never listen then you will love this book and what the children do to try to win the war.

Characters:  
Sukie: is six- she is curious and pays better attention to things than her older brothers.  She is the only one who notices their parents’ strange behavior at first. She is persistent; she gets her brothers, who initially don’t want to be bothered by her to pay attention to what she needs. She is the one who comes up with the initial plan to get their parents back. 
Brian: is nine.  He is the oldest of the three siblings.  He is bossy and likes to be in control of what everyone is doing. He is the one who can actually read the article in the magazine that leads to the war.
Reed:  is seven.  He is the middle sibling.  He is imaginative and sneaky.  He is the one who decides to go spy on his parents and finds out about the magazine article that his parents are reading.  

Mom and Dad:  Are tired of their children not listening.  They are willing to try new ideas and stick with them.  Dad is a little more realistic than Mom though. He knew when the gig was up and when to stop and read the children’s peace agreement. 

Conflict:  The parents were tired of their children not listening and had read an article in a parenting magazine that gave them the a strategy to help them cope with the problem.  The real conflict started when the parents tried to implement the strategy of saying things to your children that did not make sense when they got in trouble.  It confused their children and the children decided to take action. 

Conflict Resolution:  The children found the magazine and tried to do the same thing to their parents.   They came up with a list of things kids say to their parents when they get in trouble and like their parents started answering their parents with things that did not make sense.   The resolution came at the dinner table when the dad and oldest brother started laughing at the situation and the children made a peace agreement that the parents agreed too. 

Genre: Fiction
Other books you might enjoy if you enjoyed this book:

Junie B. Jones   series by Barbara Parks
Interest Level/reading level: Aladdin Publishing ages 6-10/ www.perma-bound.com reading level-4.1 and interest level grades 2-5.
Read aloud pages/passages: Chapter 1 pages 9 and 10.  Starting with the third paragraph on 9 and ending with the third paragraph on page 10.   This is at the dinner table when Sukie is really starting to get scared because her parents are not making sense. 

Setting:  On the weekend in the Robinson Household. 

Summary:  This book is about a family and how parents and children get along. The parents were tired of their children not listening and had read an article in a parenting magazine that gave them a strategy to help them cope with the problem.  The strategy was for them to come up with a list of things they said to their children all the time when they were doing things they were not suppose to. Then when the children were misbehaving the parents said one of the things on the list, just not the right thing for the offense the kid was committing.  This was supposed to make the kids start listening.  Instead, the kids in this family got worried; they tested the parents and then spied on them.  The kids found the article and did the same thing to the parents that the parents did to them. The house had one day of no one making sense before a peace treaty was made. 

Point of View: This story is told from a third person point of view.

Theme:  listening and communicating are good things
Across the Curriculum Connections:  
English/Language Arts:Math

-Make a list of the sayings both the parents and the kids use to confuse each other in the book.  Have students add any new sayings that they can remember to either list. 
Have students go home and interview several generations of family members to see if they can collect both new sayings and keep track of how many people say they have heard ones already mentioned. Children may also want to interview for family stories about things that happened when certain discipline issues came up.  Again, having multi-generational interviews can make it more interesting. 

Have students make graphs to represent the saying and how many people said they use them or heard them as a child. 

Talk about the meaning of any new sayings that come up. 

Make a class graph with every student’s data collected.

Share interview stories and have children write up the effects that they think different sayings and methods of discipline have had on them and their families. 

This can start as a class list then be done in pairs or individuals then put back together as a class project at the end.

Resources:  Say What?, interviews of family members, neighbors, etc…, Reading Teacher’s Book of List, 

State Standards Met: 
Math: 4.6.2, 5.6.1, 5.6.2, 6.6.2, 6.6.3, 6.6.5
English/Language Arts: 4.4.4, 4.4.5, 4.4.10-12, 4.5.5, 4.5.6, 4.6.2, 4.6.3, 5.3.5, 5.4.5, 5.4.8-10, 5.5.5, 5.5.6, 5.6.2, 5.6.6, 6.4.4, 6.4.5, 6.4.8-10, 6.5.6, 6.5.7,
Music/English Language Arts:

-Have students use the list to generate poetry or rap about families and the things that they say to one another.  Use examples of fun poems (Sarah Holbrook-“It’s All My Fault’ From Wham It’s a Poetry  Jam ), 
Also use her book to show children how they can take their poems and merge with someone else’s. poems to make two voices  that can be read line to line. 
This can be done with the whole class, teacher modeling or sharing the writing with students to create one poem or rap and then letting students work as individuals or pairs to create their own poems.

Resources:  Say What?  by Margaret Peterson Haddix, Wham It’s a Poetry Jam by Sara Holbrook, Reading Teacher’s Book of List

State Standards Met
:English Language Arts: 4.4.2, 4.4.1, 4.1.10, 4.7.9, 5.1.1, 5.4.1, 5.4.7, 5.5.5, 5.5.6, 6.4.1, 6.4.5, 
-Students could put together and share ideas to better help themselves get along better with their parents so they could avoid situations like this. 

Other Related Resources: www.saraholbrook.com
Discussion questions:  

Pre-reading questions-

1. What are some of the things you hear from your parents when you get in trouble?  Things that they say a lot?

2. How many of you tune your parents out when they talk to you or yell at you?  Have they ever accused you of not listening?  What do you do about it?

3. What would you do if your parents were acting so strange that it scared you a little bit? 

During reading questions-

Chapter 1-5

4. Why do you think Sukie’s parents are saying the things that they are?

5.  Why do you think she noticed and not her brothers?

6. What do you think of the relationships between the different people in this house?  Mom and dad with their children?  The siblings and how they get along?

7. What do think will happen when the children start gathering evidence?

Chapters 5- 7

8. Why do you think that Brian is so unnerved by what is happening with his parents?
9. Why does Reed’s ideas of what is wrong scare Sukie?

Chapters 8-13

10. How do you think the children feel besides tricked by their parents strategy to get them to listen?

11. Do you think that the parents were right to try this strategy to their children? Is it fair?

12. Is it fair that children do not listen to their parents?

13. Do you agree with the article that children crave rules?

14. Do you think that the children’s idea for revenge was a good one?

15. What do you think must have been going on in their parents head when the kids started to give nonsense back?

Post reading Questions:
16.  Do you think that the “Peace Treaty” at the end was a good idea?  Do you think that it will work for very long? 

17. This experiment did not turn out the way the magazine said it would.  Do you think it was a success or not?

18. What would have been different if the children never found the magazine?  Do you think the experiment would have successful? Do you think that things would have gotten better or worse at their house?  Why?

Language/Spelling :   
Word or concept




page


paragraph
Braced






  2


    4

Squealed





  8                                    4

Glared






14                                    6
Tarragon





16                                    5

Dignified





17                                    1

Somber





28                                    1

Evidence





31                                    1

Rendezvous                                                                41                                    3
Eagle eye                                                                    42                                    1
Grasp                                                                          56                                    6
Authority                                                                    75                                    2
Endangered                                                                 80                                    1

Peace treaty





86                                    1

Sayings: Explore meaning of- 

If all your friends jumped off a bridge, would you jump off a bridge too?

You’ll put you eye out with those things.

Waste not, want not.

Eat your vegetables.

Use your words.

Shut the door.  You think we can afford to air-condition the whole out doors?

Money doesn’t grow on trees. 

If I’ve told you a thousand times…

