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If you liked this book you might want to check out these books as well.

*Teacher’s Funeral: A Comedy In Three Parts by Richard Peck

*Baghead by Jarrett J. Krosoczka

*The SOS File by Betsy Byars

*So Be It by Sarah Weeks

(www.barnesandnoble.com)

Annotation:

Suki Robinson and her two brothers can’t figure out why their parents are saying weird things when they disobey rules in the house.  When Suki spills glitter all over the living room floor all her dad can say is, “Don’t pick your nose.  It is a gross habit.”  The three children go on a mission to find out what is going on.  They discover the parents have been reading an article in a parenting magazine that has a plan to make your children obedient.  The children decide to turn the tables and say weird things back to their parents.  That is until the parents can’t take it any more.

This story made me laugh.  I think students would most enjoy reading this book with a small group.  I’m sure they would have plenty to say about their parent’s rules and the funny things they would like to say back.  It is an easy read and I believe all children would enjoy the book.  I would use this book with 3rd or 4th grade only.

Booktalk:

All parents have rules like:

*Don’t run in the house.

*No shoes on the couch.

*Don’t play ball in the house.

*Chew with your mouth closed.

The list goes on and on and every child breaks these rules at one time or another.

Suki Robinson and her brothers Brian and Reed also had rules to follow.  But, in this     story the lectures that come from their parents are just weird!  When Suki runs through the house her dad says, “If all of your friends jumped off a bridge, would you jump off the bridge too?”  SAY WHAT?

 Find out what is causing her parents to say the weirdest things when she and her brothers 

 break their parent’s rules.

Summary:

When Suki Robinson’s parents begin to say weird things when she and her brothers do something wrong, it scares Suki.  She asks her older brother Brian to call an all kid meeting with the two of them and their younger brother Reed.  In the meeting Suki tells her brothers how she spilled glitter all over the living room floor and all her dad said was, “Quit picking your nose.”  They decide they need to be bad on purpose and collect evidence of what the parents say after rules are broken.  At their second all kid meeting they looked over all of the weird phrases that came from their parents.  Reed suspected his parents were really robots with mixed up voice boxes or that aliens had replaced them.  When they all went to bed, Reed decides to sneak downstairs and spy on his parents.  He finds out that they are actually acting this way as part of a plan to get the kids to behave and pay attention to them.  They had seen this plan in a parenting magazine.  It was now Reed’s mission to get that magazine and show it to Brian and Suki.  The kids discover the plan is to turn them into perfectly behaved children.  The children think this is cruel and unusual punishment.  Suki decides they should do the same thing back to their parents.  They came up with a list of kid phrases to say back to their parents.  Weird phrases after weird phrases passed back and forth between the kids and their parents until dad couldn’t take it any more and began to laugh.  The plan was over.  The kids learned that their parents were only trying to protect them from dangers when they yelled.  Brian decided the family needed a peace treaty.  In the peace treaty they all agreed to try harder to behave and the parents agreed to have one night a month were weird phrases could be traded back and forth.

Read Aloud:

To get students interested in reading the book I would suggest reading page3, the last paragraph through page 6.  This sets the tone for the weird things the parents begin to say and how Suki reacts to it.

Characters:

Suki Rose Robinson- 6 years old, worried about everything, looks up to her older brother 

                                   Brian.

Brian Robinson- age 9, thinks he is a king and rules the other kids.  He likes his

                             privacy.

Reed Spencer Robinson- age 7, Suki and Brian’s younger brother.  He thinks he is a

                             a world famous spy.  He has a great imagination and is a huge day-

                             dreamer.

Ron and Sandy Robinson- the father and mother.  They want things neat, clean, structured

                            and organized.  They want the kids to be attentive and behaved.

   Setting:

The story takes place at the Robinson’s home.  It is believed to be spring or summer because the children have shorts on in the illustrations.

Point of View:

The story is told in 3rd person.

Conflict:

Suki Robinson’s parents are saying weird things every time Suki and her brothers do something wrong.  For example, when Suki spilled glitter all over the living room floor her dad asked her why she was picking her nose.  Suki and her brothers must find out why their parents are acting so weird.

Conflict Resolution:

The oldest brother, Brian, calls an all kid meeting because Suki was scared that her parents were being so weird.  They decided they needed to be bad on purpose, keep track of the phrases, and try to figure out the mystery.  This plan leads them to the answers they need.

Themes:  

Language (spelling, vocabulary):

*retreating (to withdraw from danger)

*haughty (having great pride in oneself, arrogant)

*regal (king or queen like)

*rendezvous (to meet at a certain time or place)

*rebellion (a defiance of any authority)

*skillful (having much ability)

*undermine (to weaken or destroy something slowly)

*authority (the power or right to command)

*treaty (a formal agreement between two or more parties)

*dignified (honorable quality, worthiness)

Discussion Questions:

Before reading: Build a background by discussing what type of rules the students have at their house or about phrases their parents always say to them.

During reading:

Chapters 1-4

*How did Suki find out her parents were saying weird things?  What was she doing?

*What happened at the dinner table to make Suki wonder what was going on with her parents?

*How does Brian feel about his sister at the beginning of the book?

*Why did Suki ask Brian to call an all kid meeting?  Why couldn’t she call it?

Chapters 5-8

*Describe Reed.

*Describe how Brian acted at the all kid meeting.  Why do you think he was acting this way?

*What plan did the children come up with?

*What bad action did Reed perform to get his parents to say weird things?

*Reed really scared Suki at the second all kid meeting?  What did he tell her?

*Reed decided to take things into his own hands one night.  What did he do and what did he find out?

Chapters 9-14

*After Reed got the magazine what did the children what did they learn?  What plan did they come up with next to fool their parents?

*How did the plan finally get exposed?

*How did mom and dad feel after they found out their plan was exposed?

*Who came up with the peace treaty and what did it say?

After reading:  

*Do you think the kids were really so bad that the parents needed a plan to make them more obedient?  Explain.

*If you could have a wrong-talking night at your house what do you think you would say?

 Across Curriculum Connections and Activities
Language Arts:

Writing Prompt:  All parents have rules for their children.  What kind of rules do you think all parents should have and why?

Writing: Draw and write a book of phrases you or your parents always say.

Quotations and Dialogue:  I would use this book to begin teaching quotation marks and dialogue.  Using paper sectioned into comic book type squares could help them draw and write dialogue.  When I do this activity I limit them to two characters so they don’t focus all of their time on the drawing but work on the two characters talking to one another.

Math:

Suki and her siblings are tired of hearing their parents say the same things millions and billions of times.  Use the Number Sense state standards to teach place value of large numbers.  The two activities on the DOE website are called A Thousand Thousands (grade 4) and Comparable Comparisons (grade5).

Indiana State Standards Related to 4th  - 6th Grade:  Language Arts

	
	Standard 1: READING: Word Recognition, Fluency, and Vocabulary Development

	
	Students understand the basic features of words. They see letter patterns and know how to translate them into spoken language by using phonics (an understanding of the different letters that make different sounds), syllables, and word parts (un-, re-, -est, -ful), and context clues (the meaning of the text around a word). They apply this knowledge to achieve fluent (smooth and clear) oral and silent reading.

	
	Vocabulary and Concept Development

	4.1.2
	Apply knowledge of synonyms (words with the same meaning), antonyms (words with opposite meaning), homographs (words that are spelled the same but have different meanings), and idioms (expressions that cannot be understood just by knowing the meanings of the words in the expressions, such as couch potato) to determine the meaning of words and phrases.

	4.1.3
	Use knowledge of root words (nation, national, nationality) to determine the meaning of unknown words within a passage.

	4.1.4
	Use common roots (meter = measure) and word parts (therm = heat) derived from Greek and Latin to analyze the meaning of complex words (thermometer).

	4.1.6
	Distinguish and interpret words with multiple meanings (quarters) by using context clues (the meaning of the text around a word).

	
	Standard 2: READING: Reading Comprehension

	
	Students read and understand grade-level-appropriate material. They use a variety of comprehension strategies, such as asking and responding to essential questions, making predictions, and comparing information from several sources to understand what is read. The selections in the Indiana Reading List illustrate the quality and complexity of the materials to be read by students. At Grade 4, in addition to regular classroom reading, students read a variety of grade-level-appropriate narrative (story), and expository (informational and technical) texts, including classic and contemporary literature, poetry, magazines, newspapers, reference materials, and online information.

	
	Comprehension and Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text

	4.2.2.
	Use appropriate strategies when reading for different purposes.

	4.2.3
	Make and confirm predictions about text by using prior knowledge and ideas presented in the text itself, including illustrations, titles, topic sentences, important words, foreshadowing clues (clues that indicate what might happen next) and direct quotations.

	4.2.4
	Evaluate new information and hypotheses (statements of theories or assumptions) by testing them against known information and ideas.

	4.2.6
	Distinguish between cause and effect and between fact and opinion in informational text.

	
	Standard 3: READING: Literary Response and Analysis

	
	Students read and respond to a wide variety of significant works of children's literature. They identify and discuss the characters, theme (the main idea of a story), plot (what happens in a story), and the setting (where a story takes place) of stories that they read. The selections in the Indiana Reading List illustrate the quality and complexity of the materials to be read by students.

	
	Structural Features of Literature

	4.3.1
	Describe the differences of various imaginative forms of literature, including fantasies, fables, myths, legends, and fairy tales.

	
	Narrative Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text

	4.3.2
	Identify the main events of the plot, including their causes and the effects of each event on future actions, and the major theme from the story action.

	4.3.3
	Use knowledge of the situation, setting, and a character's traits, motivations, and feelings to determine the causes for that character's actions.

	4.3.4
	Compare and contrast tales from different cultures by tracing the adventures of one character type. Tell why there are similar tales in different cultures.


	
	Standard 1: READING: Word Recognition, Fluency, and Vocabulary Development

	
	Students use their knowledge of word parts and word relationships, as well as context clues (the meaning of the text around a word), to determine the meaning of specialized vocabulary and to understand the precise meaning of grade-level-appropriate words.

	
	Vocabulary and Concept Development

	5.1.2
	Use word origins to determine the meaning of unknown words.

	5.1.3
	Understand and explain frequently used synonyms (words with the same meaning), antonyms (words with opposite meaning), and homographs (words that are spelled the same but have different meanings).

	5.1.4
	Know less common roots (graph = writing, logos = the study of) and word parts (auto = self, bio = life) from Greek and Latin and use this knowledge to analyze the meaning of complex words (autograph, autobiography, biography, biology).

	5.1.5
	Understand and explain the figurative use of words in similes (comparisons that use like or as: The stars were like a million diamonds in the sky.) and metaphors (implied comparisons: The stars were brilliant diamonds in the night sky.).

	
	Standard 2: READING: Reading Comprehension (Focus on Informational Materials)

	
	Students read and understand grade-level-appropriate material. They describe and connect the essential ideas, arguments, and perspectives of the text by using their knowledge of text structure, organizations, and purpose. The selections in the Indiana Reading List illustrate the quality and complexity of the materials to be read by students. At Grade 5, in addition to regular classroom reading, students read a variety of grade-level-appropriate narrative (story) and expository (informational and technical) text, including classic and contemporary literature, poetry, magazines, newspapers, reference materials, and online information.

	
	Structural Features of Informational and Technical Materials

	5.2.2
	Analyze text that is organized in sequential or chronological order.

	
	Comprehension and Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text

	5.2.3
	Recognize main ideas presented in texts, identifying and assessing evidence that supports those ideas.

	5.2.4
	Draw inferences, conclusions, or generalizations about text and support them with textual evidence and prior knowledge.

	
	Expository (Informational) Critique

	5.2.5
	Distinguish among facts, supported inferences, and opinions in text.

	
	Standard 3: READING: Literary Response and Analysis

	
	Students read and respond to grade-level-appropriate historically or culturally significant works of literature. They begin to find ways to clarify the ideas and make connections between literary works. The selections in the Indiana Reading List illustrate the quality and complexity of the materials to be read by students.

	
	Structural Features of Literature

	5.3.1
	Identify and analyze the characteristics of poetry, drama, fiction, and nonfiction and explain the appropriateness of the literary forms chosen by an author for a specific purpose.

	
	Narrative Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text

	5.3.2
	Identify the main problem or conflict of the plot and explain how it is resolved.

	5.3.3
	Contrast the actions, motives, and appearances of characters in a work of fiction and discuss the importance of the contrasts to the plot or theme.

	5.3.4
	Understand that theme refers to the central idea or meaning of a selection and recognize themes, whether they are implied or stated directly.

	5.3.5
	Describe the function and effect of common literary devices, such as imagery, metaphor, and symbolism.

	
	Symbolism: the use of an object to represent something else; for example, a dove might symbolize peace.

	
	Imagery: the use of language to create vivid pictures in the reader's mind.

	
	Metaphor: an implied comparison in which a word or phrase is used in place of another, such as He was drowning in money.                                                                                                                            

	
	Literary Criticism

	5.3.6
	Evaluate the meaning of patterns and symbols that are found in myth and tradition by using literature from different eras and cultures.

	5.3.7
	Evaluate the author's use of various techniques to influence readers' perspectives.

	
	Standard 1: READING: Word Recognition, Fluency, and Vocabulary Development

	
	Students use their knowledge of word parts and word relationships, as well as context clues (the meaning of the text around a word), to determine the meaning of specialized vocabulary and to understand the precise meaning of grade-level-appropriate words.

	
	Vocabulary and Concept Development

	6.1.2
	Identify and interpret figurative language (including similes, comparisons that use like or as, and metaphors, implied comparisons) and words with multiple meanings.

	6.1.3
	Recognize the origins and meanings of frequently used foreign words in English and use these words accurately in speaking and writing.

	6.1.4
	Understand unknown words in informational texts by using word, sentence, and paragraph clues to determine meaning.

	6.1.5
	Understand and explain slight differences in meaning in related words.

	
	Standard 2: READING: Reading Comprehension (Focus on Informational Materials)

	
	Students read and understand grade-level-appropriate material. They describe and connect the essential ideas, arguments, and perspectives of the text by using their knowledge of text structure, organizations, and purpose. The selections in the Indiana Reading List illustrate the quality and complexity of the materials to be read by students. At Grade 6, in addition to regular classroom reading, students read a variety of grade-level-appropriate narrative (story) and expository (informational and technical) texts, including classic and contemporary literature, poetry, magazines, newspapers, reference materials, and online information.

	
	Comprehension and Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text

	6.2.3
	Connect and clarify main ideas by identifying their relationship to multiple sources and related topics.

	6.2.4
	Clarify an understanding of texts by creating outlines, notes, diagrams, summaries or reports.

	6.2.5
	Follow multiple-step instructions for preparing applications.

	
	Standard 3: READING: Literary Response and Analysis

	
	Students read and respond to grade-level-appropriate historically or culturally significant works of literature that reflect and enhance their study of history and social science. They clarify the ideas and connect them to other literary works. The selections in the Indiana Reading List illustrate the quality and complexity of the materials to be read by students.

	
	Structural Features of Literature

	6.3.1
	Identify different types (genres) of fiction and describe the major characteristics of each form.

	
	Narrative Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text

	6.3.2
	Analyze the effect of the qualities of the character on the plot and the resolution of the conflict.

	6.3.3
	Analyze the influence of the setting on the problem and its resolution.

	6.3.4
	Define how tone and meaning are conveyed in poetry through word choice, figurative language, sentence structure, line length, punctuation, rhythm, alliteration (repetition of sounds, such as wild and wooly or threatening throngs), and rhyme.

	6.3.5
	Identify the speaker and  recognize the difference between first-person (the narrator tells the story from the "I" perspective) and third-person (the narrator tells the story from an outside perspective) narration.

	6.3.6
	Identify and analyze features of themes conveyed through characters, actions, and images.

	6.3.7
	Explain the effects of common literary devices, such as symbolism, imagery, or metaphor, in a variety of fictional and nonfictional text.

	
	Symbolism: the use of an object to represent something else; for example, a dove might symbolize peace.

	
	Imagery: the use of language to create vivid pictures in the reader's mind.

	
	Metaphor: an implied comparison in which a word or phrase is used in place of another, such as He was drowning in money.                                                                                                                            

	
	Literary Criticism

	6.3.8
	Critique the believability of characters and the degree to which a plot is believable or realistic.


Math Indiana State Standards:

4.1.1
Read and write whole numbers up to 1,000,000.
Example: Read aloud the number 394,734. 

4.1.2
Identify and write whole numbers up to 1,000,000, given a place-value model.
Example: Write the number that has 2 hundred thousands, 7 ten thousands, 4 thousands, 8 hundreds, 6 tens, and 2 ones. 

5.1.1
Convert between numbers in words and numbers in figures, for numbers up to millions and decimals to thousandths. 
Example: Write the number 198.536 in words. 

Interesting Facts:


She grew up in Washington Court House, Ohio.


She graduated from the University of Miami of Ohio with degrees in history, creative writing, and journalism.


She was a newspaper reporter in Indianapolis, a community college instructor, and a freelance writing before writing children’s books.


She now lives in Columbus, Ohio with her husband and two children.


Web Address: Biography


http://library.thinkquest.org/J0110073/Author.html


Email Address: none listed


Other Books by this Author:


Among the Hidden


Among the Impostors


Among the Betrayed


Just Ella


Complete list of books at:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.barnesandnoble.com" ��www.barnesandnoble.com�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.childrenslit.com" ��www.childrenslit.com�











