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	About the Author- Margaret Peterson Haddix

	Background and Interesting Facts
	Margaret Peterson Haddix was born in Ohio.  For many years, she was a newspaper reporter for the Indianapolis News.  She was also a teacher at Danville Area Community College, in Danville, Illinois.  She currently lives in Clarks Summit, Pennsylvania with her husband.  They have two children, Connor and Meredith.  

	Official Website
	http://www.simonsays.com/content/destination.cfm?tab=1&pid=357676 
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	E-mail
	None listed
	

	Mailing Address
	None listed
	

	Other Books Written by the Author
	Running Out of Time

Among the Hidden

Among the Impostors

Among the Betrayed
	The Girl with 500 Middle Names

Leaving Fisher

Take Offs and Landings

Going Through the Emotions

	Annotation

	When Sukie and her brothers figure out that their parents are trying to trick them into behaving, they decide that is time for a war.  This entertaining story will be an easy read for most intermediate students, and definitely a story they can relate to.  

	Booktalk

	Intro- This book is called Say What? By Margaret Peterson Haddix.  

Hook-Have your parents ever said something to you that didn’t make any sense to you?  Do you feel like you are always being lectured by your parents about the things you shouldn’t do?  Well, Sukie and her brothers, Brian and Reed, feel like that.  Their parents are starting to say all the wrong things at the wrong times and it is driving them crazy.  Can they figure out what is wrong with their parents before it is too late? 

Conclusion- If you want to find out how they declare war against their parents, read this book.  

	Genre

	This book is Humorous Fiction.

	If You Like Becoming Naomi Leon, You’ll Love…

	Same Genre
	Stink: The Incredible Shrinking Kid by Megan McDonald

	Same Author
	The Girl with 500 Middle Names

	Interest Level, Reading Level

	www.perma-bound.com 
	Reading level-  4.1
Interest level-  2-5
Catalog #- 260964

	Read-Aloud Passage/Pages

	p. 55-60—This is the part where Sukie and her brothers find the article that told their parents to say the wrong things at the wrong time so that the kids would begin behaving.  The kids then decide to do the same thing back to their parents.  

	Characters

	Name & Age
	Relationship to other Characters
	Personality Traits

	Sukie, 5
	The youngest child
	Worrier, creative

	Reed, 7
	The middle child
	Spacey, imaginative

	Brian, 9
	The oldest child in the family
	Leader, acts smart

	Mom
	Mother, wife
	Worried that their kids won’t behave. 

	Dad
	Father, husband
	

	Setting

	This story takes place in Robinson’s two-story house.  

	Point of View

	The story is told in 3rd person, mostly from Sukie’s viewpoint.  

	Conflict

	The conflict in the story is that when the children get in trouble, their parents are saying the wrong thing to scold them.  This is starting to worry Sukie, who goes to her brothers for help.  The children figure out that their parents are only doing this to trick them into behaving.  They decide to do the same thing back to their parents.  

	Conflict Resolution

	The conflict is solved when the father and Reed cannot hold their laughter at dinner when Mom and Sukie both say the wrong things to each other.  The group admits what was going on, and the children design a peace treaty that the parents decide to agree to.  

	Summary

	When Sukie Robinson spilled a big plastic tub of glitter on the living room floor because she was running, she expected to get yelled at by her parents.  What she didn’t expect was for her dad to say, “If all of your friends jumped off a bridge, would you jump off a bridge too?” In the last couple of days, she has noticed that her parents have been saying all of the wrong things when she does something wrong.  She decides that she needs her brothers to help her fix this problem.  

Sukie gets her oldest brother, Brian, to call a kids meeting.  The kids decide to act bad, so that they can take notes as to what their parents say when they are scolded.  Then they meet again.  Eventually, Reed, the middle child, overhears their parents talking about a magazine article that promises to help parents solve their children’s behavior problems.  The article says that parents can get their children’s attention better if they say the wrong things when their children misbehave (like dad did when Sukie dropped the glitter).

When the kids find out about the article, they decide to say the wrong things back to their parents.  This becomes a hilarious scene of children and parents making absolutely no sense at all, until they dad and Reed let their secret out.  Then they decide to write a peace treaty.  

	Theme

	Behavior/Misbehavior

Parents and children interactions

Siblings

	Across the Curriculum Connections

	Subject: 
	Suggested Activities:
	Resources: 

	Language Arts
	Have children write their own humorous skit of parent-child interactions.
	Paper, props for the skits

	Social Studies
	Peace Treaties- read about what peace treaties are and discuss famous treaties that have been signed throughout history. 
	Social studies book, internet websites

	Activities

	Role playing
	Have children act out the dinner scene in Chapter 12. 

	Parenting tips
	Tell students that parents don’t always know what to do to help their children, so they sometimes go to books or magazines to find answers.  Have students look at some of the articles in the magazines (preview magazines to make sure they are appropriate).  Have students write their own parenting article entitled- “Ten Things Parents Should Know About Children”

	Discussion Questions

	Pre-Reading:
	1. Have your parents ever said something to you that didn’t make any sense to you?  

2. Do you feel like you are always being lectured by your parents about the things you shouldn’t do?  

	Post-Reading:
	1. Describe the treaty that the Robinson children came up with.  

2. Have you ever wanted to form a peace treaty with someone before?  

	First 1/3 of Book: 
	1. Sukie is always trying to predict what her parents are going to say when she gets in trouble.  Describe a time when you knew what your parents were going to say before they said it. 

2. During dinner, mom didn’t correct Sukie when she ate with her fingers.  This made Sukie mad because she thought it was her parents’ job to teach her table manners.  What do you think- should parents teach their children table manners?  Why or Why not?

3. Why did Sukie want Brian to call an all-kid meeting?  

	Second 1/3 of Book:
	1. Describe Brian’s role in the all-kid meeting. How did he act?  Where did he sit?  Why did he act this way?

2. What did the children decide to do after the first all-kid meeting? 

3. After bedtime, Reed was pretending he was a famous spy.  What did he find out?  What did he do after he found that out? 

	Last 1/3 of Book: 
	1. When the children found the article, what was the plan that the article said parents should do?  Give examples of things their parents were supposed to say.  

2. What did the children decide to do to ruin their parents’ plan?  Describe some of the things they brainstormed to say.  

3. Describe what happened at dinner.  

	Language- Spelling/Vocabulary

	Permission 
	To say it is ok to do something

	Scold
	To tell someone they are doing the wrong thing

	Lecture 
	Talking for a long time about a topic

	Miniature 
	A small version of something

	Retreat 
	To go back

	Ignore 
	To not pay attention to

	Backfiring
	 Going wrong

	Transformed
	Changed

	Delighted
	Happy

	Ammunition 
	Weapons used to injure an enemy 

	Endangered 
	To put someone or something in danger of getting hurt

	Indiana State Standards

	Language Arts
	4.1.1
Read aloud grade-level-appropriate narrative text (stories) and expository text (information) with fluency and accuracy and with appropriate timing, changes in voice, and expression.

4.2.3
Make and confirm predictions about text by using prior knowledge and ideas presented in the text itself.
4.3.2
Identify the main events of the plot, including their causes and the effects of each event on future actions, and the major theme from the story action. 
5.1.1
Read aloud grade-level-appropriate narrative text (stories) and expository text (information) fluently and accurately and with appropriate timing, changes in voice, and expression.

5.2.4
Draw inferences, conclusions, or generalizations about text and support them with textual evidence and prior knowledge.
5.3.2
Identify the main problem or conflict of the plot and explain how it is resolved. 
6.1.1
Read aloud grade-level-appropriate poems, narrative text (stories), and expository text (information) fluently and accurately and with appropriate timing, changes in voice, and expression.

6.2.7
Make reasonable statements and conclusions about a text, supporting them with accurate examples.
6.3.2
Analyze the effect of the qualities of the character on the plot and the resolution of the conflict. 

	Social Studies
	5.1.7 Identify and discuss instances of both cooperation and conflict between Indians and European settlers, such as agriculture, trade, cultural exchanges, and military alliances, as well as later broken treaties, massacres, and conflicts over control of the land.
6.2.7
Identify the functions of governmental international organizations in the world today.


