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	About the Author:

(Interesting facts, etc)
	Stephanie Greene loved her childhood.  She has fond memories of learning new things and uses these memories to write.  She enjoys giving “author talks” for groups of school children.  In these talks, she explains to children how she gets ideas for her stories.  She is writing a book about how parents can turn their sons into lifelong readers.

	Web Address:
	I could not find a web address for this author.  The best site I could find with information about Stephanie Greene is:   http://www.visitingauthors.com/printable_pages/greene_stephanie_print_info.html


	E-Mail:

Mailing Address:
	Once again, information about Stephanie Greene is hard to find.  I could not find an e-mail address for her.

She does have a mailing address through her publisher.  They forward letters to her.

Stephanie Greene

C/0 Houghton Mifflin Children’s Books, 8th Floor

222 Berkeley Street

Boston, MA  02116-3764
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	Connection to the Book:
	This book is part of a series of Owen Foote books.  She says that she listens to children’s conversations and spies on them for ideas.  She is concerned about how boys often don’t enjoy reading.   Perhaps, this is why she writes a series of books with a boy as the main character.

	Other books by this author:
	Betsy Ross and the Silver Thimble, Falling into Place, Not Just Another Moose, Queen Sophie Hartley, Show and Tell

The author also has a series of books about Owen Foote.  These books include:  Owen Foote, Frontiersman, Owen Foote, Money Man, Owen Foote, Second Grade Strongman, Owen Foote, Soccer Star, and Owen Foote, Super Spy


	Annotation:
	     In the book Owen Foote, Mighty Scientist by Stephanie Greene, Owen is a third grade boy with a dream.  More than anything else, he wants to be in Mr. Wozniak’s fourth grade class.  Mr. Wozniak is the coolest teacher in his school because he loves to teach science and Owen loves animals.  There are animals and animal projects all over his classroom.  Owen decides that in order to be picked for Mr. Wozniak’s class, that he will need to win the school science fair in order to get his attention.  Owen and his best friend Joseph, learn a lot about working as a team as they work on their project.  

     This would be a great book to introduce students to their first science project.  It goes through the process of completing a science project.  It explains how difficult it can be to pick an idea, and how often the first idea usually isn’t the best one.  Students often don’t understand that it is extremely difficult to do a class project without communicating and cooperating with their partner.  This story does a good job of demonstrating what can go wrong and how mistakes can be a learning experience.  A science fair project does not have to win a first place ribbon in order to be a success.


	Booktalk:
	     Have you ever done a science fair project or wanted to do one?  Before you try your first science project, you might want to read the story Owen Foote, Mighty Scientist by Stephanie Greene. In this fictional book, Owen is a third grader who wants to win the school science fair.  He hopes if he wins a prize, that he will get the attention of a very “cool” fourth grade teacher so that he can be in his class the next school year.  Owen and his best friend Joseph work hard on their science project at Owen’s house, but problem after problem comes up.  They realize though, that this is important to them for other reasons because they figure out for themselves how devastating pollution can be to the environment.  This is especially hard for Owen to accept because his father earns his living as a gardener.  Owen and Joseph locate pictures of deformed frogs on the internet and worry that their frogs will end up the same way after their experiment.

     “I saw some like these, but I was afraid to show them to you,” Owen said.  “I thought you’d freak out”.

     “ I kind of did when I first saw them,” said Joseph.  “ Then I realized we have to show people these.  It’s not just a science project-it’s important.  Your dad needs to stop using fertilizer, Owen.”

     I enjoyed this book.  Once I was started reading about Owen’s sick lizard Chuck, I wanted to find out why he was sick.  Students (especially boys) would probably enjoy the gross explanation after Chuck’s visit to the vet.  Stephanie Greene does a good job explaining a science project from a third grader’s point of view and it is easy to relate to.  You might get some ideas on what not to do when you try your hand at science with a partner.   Just remember, it would be a good idea to read Owen Foote, Mighty Scientist before you do your next science project because you don’t want to make the same mistakes he made.


	Characters:
	Name & Age:
	Relationship to other characters:
	Personality traits:

	
	Owen Foote, third grader
	Main character in story
	Does not always think things through, loves animals but not always responsible with them, afraid to be truthful with Joseph at times, wants to study wild and exotic animals when he grows up

	
	Joseph, third grader
	Owen’s best friend, does a science fair project with Owen
	Dislikes snakes and lizards, not very adventurous, compassionate to animals

	
	Mr. Wozniak, adult
	Fourth grade teacher at Chesterfield School,

Owen really wants to be in his class next year
	Best science teacher in school according to Owen, animals all over the classroom, everyone wants to be in his class

	
	Lydia Foote, a few years older than Owen
	Older sister of Owen
	Complains about Owen all the time, moody, dislikes Owen’s animals 

	
	Mrs. Foote, adult
	Owen’s mother
	Responsible, takes care of Owen’s animals when he does not

	
	Chuck, less than a year old
	Owen’s lizard
	Grows quickly, intimidates Owen, seems mad all the time to Owen


	Conflict:
	After having many problems with their science fair project, Owen and Joseph think they are ready for the school science fair.  Two days before the science fair, the frogs that were used in their project die.  They feel like there is no way that they can win.  Owen is especially devastated because he hoped to get Mr. Wozniak’s attention by winning a prize.  He felt that if he won a prize, then he could be in Mr. Wozniak’s “cool” fourth grade class the next school year.


	Conflict Resolution:
	Owen and Joseph change the title of their project to “The Effects of Interference on a Science Project”.  They focus their findings on what can happen when a pair does not work as a team.  Mr. Wozniak was very impressed by the project.  The boys were given a special award for their project’s originality.


	Genre:
	School Story


	You’ll love these:
	Same genre / interest level:
	Anastasia, Ask Your Analyst by Lois Lowry

Day of the Iguana by Henry Winkler

I Was a Third Grade Science Project by Mary Jane Auch

Jake Drake, Know-it-All By Andrew Clements

	
	By same author:
	Owen Foote, Frontiersman

Owen Foote, Money Man

Owen Foote, Second Grade Strongman

Owen Foote, Soccer Star

Owen Foote, Super Spy




	Interest level / reading level:
	From www.perma-bound.com:
	Interest Level 2-5

Reading Level 3.8

	
	From Bound to Stay Bound Catalog:
	


	Read-aloud pages/passage:
	Chapter and page #:
	Description of action:

	
	Chapter 1 pages 1-2
	Owen shops for his lizard at the Reptile and Amphibian Show.

	
	Chapter 2

Pages 16-18
	Owen describes Mr. Wozniak’s fourth grade classroom.

	
	Chapter 6

Pages 58-59
	Owen wants to tell Joseph about how the frogs could be deformed by the science experiment, but he can’t bring himself to tell the truth.  He is afraid Joseph won’t be his partner.

	
	Chapter 8

Pages 80-83
	The boys explain to Mr. Wozniak how they “adapted” their project at the last minute. 


	Setting:
	The story takes place in a suburban town named Chesterfield.


	Summary:
	Owen and Joseph are best friends who decide to work on a science fair project together.  Unfortunately, they have many problems along the way, which they must deal with in order to be ready for the science fair.


	Point of View:
	Third person 


	Theme:
	Science projects, tadpoles, lizards as pets, best friends, friendship, school


	Across the Curriculum Connections:

	Subject:
	Suggested Activities:
	Resources:

	Lizards-Science


	Students can do a report on a variety of lizards.  This site includes a description of reptiles, their habitats, size, color, diet, classification, etc.  From this page, there are other links on the same website for specific lizards and labeled diagrams.  This is a very “kid-friendly” site.
	http://www.enchantedlearning.com/subjects/reptiles/lizard/Lizardprintout.shtml


	Frogs-Science
	On this website, students can see pictures of frogs, listen to frog “calls”, and see deformed frogs like the ones Owen Foote was going to use in his science project.  This could lead to a discussion about pollution and its affects on the environment and animals.
	http://www.pca.state.mn.us/kids/frogsforkids.html


	Science Project Ideas
	Students can get ideas for science projects.  This would be a good book to read before science fair time.  It explains what can go wrong with a science project.  These projects are mostly about energy, but there are many links to science project websites.
	http:/www.energyquest.ca.gov/projects/index.html



	Activities:
	Group Size
	Description:

	Science Fair Project
	Individuals or pairs of students
	Before assigning science fair projects, read the story Owen Foote, Mighty Scientist to explain what can go wrong when people don’t communicate when working as a team.

	Lizard Report
	Individual
	Students can use the Enchanted Learning website to do a report on a lizard.  They may also complete a diagram of their lizard to go with the report.  http://www.enchantedlearning.com/subjects/reptiles/lizard/Lizardprintout.shtml


	Pollution Study
	Small Groups
	Students can use the information on http://www.pca.state.mn.us/kids/frogsforkids.html to see what pesticides are doing to frogs.  Afterwards, they can make posters warning of the dangers pollution creates for frogs.

	Science Fair Research
	Pairs of students
	Students use the many links on http://www.energyquest.ca.gov/projects/index.html to look for ideas for a science fair project.  Each group can pick out several ideas, print them off the internet, and then they will need to conference with the teacher to see whether or not it is a grade-appropriate project.  Suggestions can be made to adapt the project.




	Discussion Questions:
	Question
	Type of Question

	Chapter 1
	Why did Owen want a lizard?
	Knowledge

	Chapter 2
	Describe what Mr. Wozniak’s classroom is like.
	Comprehension

	Chapter 3
	Explain why Owen is having a problem “bonding” with Chuck?
	Analysis

	Chapter 4
	Describe some of the ideas Owen and Joseph had for their science project?
	Comprehension

	Chapter 5
	Explain why Owen will have to convince Joseph to do the science experiment?
	Analysis

	Chapter 6
	Discuss why Joseph is concerned about the tadpoles?
	Comprehension

	Chapter 7
	Explain what the problem is with the science project at this point in the story.
	Analysis

	Chapter 8
	Summarize what the boys had to do to “save” their science project?
	Evaluation

	Chapter 9
	What do Owen and Joseph hope will happen in fourth grade?
	Knowledge


	Language (spelling/vocabulary):
	Term
	Definition

	
	Plates – page 1
	Usually a flat, bony body part forming a covering of an animal

	
	Armor – page 1
	A protective covering

	
	Vegetarian – page 6
	A person or animal who does not eat meat (herbivore)

	
	Reptile – page 6
	Any of a group of cold-blooded, air-breathing vertebrates (as snakes, lizards, turtles, and alligators) that usually lay eggs and have skin covered with scales or bony plates

	
	Hypothesis – page 15
	Something not proved but assumed to be true for purposes of argument or further study

	
	Salmonella – page 29
	Bacteria that causes food-poisoning

	
	Pesticides – page 43
	Substance uses to kill pests

	
	Deformed – page 43
	To cause a change in shape


	Indiana Standards met by novel content:
	

	English/Language Arts:
	1.3  Use knowledge of root words to determine the meaning of unknown words within a passage.

1.4 Use common roots and word parts derived from Greek and Latin to analyze the meaning of complex words.

2.2 Use appropriate strategies when reading for different purposes.

3.2 Identify the main events of the plot, including their causes and the effects of each event on future actions, and the major theme of the story.

3.3 Use knowledge of the situation, setting, and a character’s traits, motivations, and feelings to determine the cause for that character’s actions.

	Math:
	N/A

	Science:
	1.3 Explain that clear communication is an essential part of doing science since it enables scientists to inform others about their work, to expose their ideas to evaluation by other scientists, and to allow scientists to stay informed about scientific discoveries around the world.



	Social Studies:
	N/A
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