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source: http://www.visitingauthors.com/printable_pages/greene_stephanie_print_info.html
	Stephanie Greene tries to think like a child when she writes her books.  “I watch, … I listen, and I spy, and I eavesdrop. I think back to when I was young, and to when my son was little.” (http://www.visitingauthors.com/printable_pages/greene_stephanie_print_info.html).  Greene writes in the voice of the child and enjoys when children make a personal connection to her work. In addition to the Owen Foote series, Greene has written the Moose and Hildy series for younger children.

She currently lives with her family in Chapel Hill, North Carolina.

	Web Address:
	No available information

	E-Mail:

Mailing Address:
	No available information

	Connection to the Book:
	Greene loves to discover things like she did as a child, and connect swith Own Foote.

	Other books by this author:
	Owen Foote series
Betsy Ross and the Thimble

Queen Sophie Hartly

Moose & Hildy series


	Annotation:
	The sixth Owen Foote book will keep readers engaged with the antics of best friends Owen and Joseph.  In this story, the pair must create a project for the upcoming science fair.  As usual, their friendship is tested as they go about putting together their project.  In the end, the boys realize their friendship is stronger because of the struggles they endure, and that their different interests enhance their friendship.


	Booktalk:
	Owen Foote’s newest ambition is to be a real scientist in a lab coat, and the shortest path is to win the school science fair.  But he and best friend Joseph have different ideas on how to do this. Add in a lizard named Chuck, and mayhem arises.  Can Owen and Joseph (and Chuck the lizard) accomplish their goals?




	Characters:
	Name & Age:
	Relationship to other characters:
	Personality traits:

	
	Owen Foote, 3rd grade
	Main character
	Determined, intelligent, a bit sneaky

	
	Joseph, 3rd grade
	Owen’s best friend
	Caring, doesn’t like snakes and lizards, likes to write and act

	
	Owen’s Mom
	Owen’s mom
	Allows Owen  some freedom , but holds him responsible


	Conflict:
	While creating a science fair project, Owen and Joseph disagree on many aspects.  When they finally agree, they have different ways of accomplishing their goal.


	Conflict Resolution:
	Their project (tadpoles) die before the project date, and the together the boys come up with a new idea they both agree on.


	Genre:
	Contemporary realistic fiction


	You’ll love these:
	Same genre / interest level:
	Emma’s Strange Pet
Beany and the Meany

That Crazy Eddie

	
	By same author:
	Owen Foote, Frontiersman
Owen Foote, Money Man

Owen Foote, Soccer Star

Owen Foote, Super Spy

Owen Foote, Second Grade Strongman


	Interest level / reading level:
	From www.perma-bound.com:
	Interest level: 2-5
Reading level: 3.8

	
	From Bound to Stay Bound Catalog:
	399892


	Read-aloud pages/passage:
	Chapter and page #:
	Description of action:

	
	Chapter 2, pp.14-15, 
	Owen’s teacher, Mrs. McBride, passes out the information for the school Science Fair.  This is the beginning of the rising action of the story.

	
	Chapter 4, pp.36-37
	Owen and Joseph run to the swamp to look for tadpoles.  They have decided on a subject for their project, but they still have different directions they want to go.

	
	Chapter 7, pp.75-77
	Joseph reveals that he fed the tadpoles and that’s why they died.  Together, Joseph and Owen figure out how to fix their project for a good grade.


	Setting:
	Present day, Owen’s elementary school during the annual Science Fair


	Summary:
	Chapters 1-3
Owen, Joseph and Mrs. Foote are at the Reptile and Amphibian Show.  Owen purchases a Uromastyx (lizard) and names him Chuck. Back at school, Mrs. McBride passes out the information for the schools Science Fair.  Owen is excited because he knows the way to Mr. Wozniak’s 4th grade class is winning the Science Fair.  He and Joseph decide to work together, just like last year.   Owen wants to make Chuck the subject of the project, but Joseph, who doesn’t like lizards and snakes, thinks maybe he should work alone.  Owen convinces him to stay together.

Chapters 4-6

After Chuck defecates on Owen’s hand, he thinks maybe Joseph is right.  The boys decide to use tadpoles for their project, and go to the nearby swamp to catch them.  While Joseph is thinking or using the tadpoles to show life cycle information, Owen has other ideas about the effects of pesticides on animals, and is dreaming of a two-headed frog.  He knows Joseph won’t like the idea, so he keeps it to himself. Meanwhile, Chuck gets sick and the Footes take him to the Vet.  The doctor tells Owen he isn’t feeding him enough.  Owen tells Joseph his idea about the tadpoles, and surprisingly, Joseph like the idea of alerting people to the dangers of chemicals.  So they begin.
Chapters 7-9

Owen is upset when he realizes the tadpoles living in fertilized water are dead.  Joseph shows up and tells him it’s his fault, that he overfed the tadpoles.  The boys decide to go forward with the rest of their project.  On project day, Mr. Wozniak asks to see Owen and Joseph. He awards them a “Special Merit” ribbon for being creative.  Owe explains how they came up with their final idea.  He and Joseph also discuss next year’s classes – Joseph wants to be in Mrs. Holts’ class, and Owen wants to be in Mr. Wozniak’s class.  They realize that their differences are okay, and that they can still be best friends.


	Point of View:
	Third person limited


	Theme:
	Friendship
Science Fair projects

Lizards


	Across the Curriculum Connections:

	Subject:
	Suggested Activities:
	Resources:

	Math
	Calculate the life cycle of a frog
	http://www.atozteacherstuff.com/pages/504.shtml

	Science
	Explore lizards and other reptiles
	http://tolweb.org/onlinecontributors/app?service=external/ViewTreehouse&sp=l2488

	Social Studies
	What important in a friend?
	http://www.ohel-shem.com/subjects/english/new/lessplan.html


	Activities:
	Group Size
	Description:

	Informational Writing
	Individual
	Students will write an informational flyer for a school function, to include all pertinent information.

	English “Wizards”
(Like Mr. Wozniak’s class)
	4-5 
	Students will create a scene from each chapter, focusing on the most important aspects.  Ask younger classes to come and watch the performance.

	Write a Friendship Pledge
	Partners
	Students will write a friendship pledge to include what they deem important aspects of friendship.


	Discussion Questions:
	Question
	Type of Question

	Pre-Reading:
	What are the most important qualities in a best friend?
Look at the cover of the book.  What do you think it’s about?
	Reflective
Prediction

	Post-reading:
	Do you think Owen and Joseph made the right choice with their project?
Do you think Owen and Joseph will remain friends?  Why?
	Reflection
Interpretive

	First 1/3 of book:
	Why does Owen want to be in Mr. Wozniak’s class?
What happens when Owen is holding Chuck in his hand?
	Comprehensive/recall
Comprehensive/recall

	Second 1/3 of book:
	What do Owen and Joseph decide to do for a science fair project?
Do you think Owen will tell Joseph the real plan?

How do you think Joseph will react to Owen’s idea?  Why do you think this?  Use an example from the story.
	Comprehensive/recall
Prediction

Interpretation/Analyzing

	Last 1/3 of book:
	What happens to the tadpoles in the fertilized water?
How do Owen and Joseph work out the trouble?
	Comprehensive/recall
Comprehensive/recall


	Language (spelling/vocabulary):
	Term
	Definition

	
	Uromastyx p.1
	Gray lizards with wide, flat tails.

	
	Salmonella p.25
	Any of various rod-shaped bacteria of the genus Salmonella, many of which are pathogenic, causing food poisoning, typhoid, and paratyphoid fever in humans and other infectious diseases in domestic animals.

	
	Evaporation p.16
	To convert or change into a vapor.

	
	Petrified p.57
	To stun or paralyze with terror; daze.

	
	Pesticide p. 42
	A chemical used to kill pests, especially insects.


	Indiana Standards met by novel content:
	

	English/Language Arts:
	4,1. 4.3, 4.5, 4.7
5.3, 5.5, 5.7

6.3, 6.5, 6.7

	Math:
	4.2, 4.5     Standard 2 – Computation
5.2, 5.5    Standard 5 - Measurement

6.2, 6.5

	Science:
	4.1, 4.4    Standard 1 – The Nature of Science and Technology
5.1, 5.4  Standard 4 – The Living Environment

6.1, 6.4

	Social Studies:
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