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If you liked this book you might want to check out these books as well.

•Zachary's Ball Matt Tavares

•Gathering Blue Lois Lowry

•Messenger Lois Lowry

•Diary of a Worm Doreen Cronin, Harry Bliss (Illustrator)

•Because of Winn-Dixie Kate DiCamillo
(www.barnesandnoble.com)

Annotation:

Oliver Hall and his grandfather have a very special relationship.  Oliver loves hanging out in his grandfather’s baseball store and hearing old stories told by his grandfather.  One day Oliver finds an old Chicago Cubs uniform and asks his grandfather how he got it.  His grandfather proceeds to tell him about when he was 18 and practiced with the Cubs.  He was going to try out in the spring but a war started in 1942 and he was sent away.  The grandfather was injured in the war and could no longer play baseball.  He decided to open a baseball nostalgia store to keep him close to baseball.

This story would be great for the boys in your classroom.  Sports are always a hit with the boys.  It is also a great story to discuss special relationships like the one Oliver and his grandfather had.  I would recommend this book as a read aloud with a possible writing prompt afterwards on the student’s relationship with their grandparent or an interest group could read the book together.

Booktalk: (props: whistle, Chicago Cubs items, baseball equipment)

 “Play Ball!” yells the umpire.  Oliver Hall and his grandfather have a lot in common especially their favorite baseball team, the Chicago Cubs.

Oliver loves to listen to his grandfather’s stories about baseball history.  He also enjoys exploring his grandfather’s store, which holds lots of baseball memorabilia.   His grandfather always said, “Every item in the shop has a story to tell.”  Little does Oliver know there is one item of baseball memorabilia his grandfather hasn’t told him about.  Read Oliver’s Game to find out about the secret story.

Summary:

The story begins with Oliver Hall in his grandfather’s baseball store.  A customer called looking for a 1945 World Series program to buy.  Oliver’s grandfather sent him to look through cartons in the closet to see what he could find.  Oliver opened one case and found a 1940’s Chicago Cub uniform.  He asked his grandfather who’s uniform it was.  Oliver found out it belonged to his very own grandfather.  His grandfather goes on to tell Oliver how in 1941, when he was 18 years old, he was playing stickball in the street with some friends.  A man was watching and was very impressed with grandpa’s baseball abilities.  The man invited grandpa to come and practice with the Cubs at Wrigley Field.  Even the players were impressed by grandpa and he was invited to spring training.  But, two months later a war broke out and grandpa had to join the Marines and fight in the war.  He was sent to Guadalcanal in 1942.  Grandpa was hit by a grenade and doctor’s told him he would never play ball again.  This made grandpa really sad so he stayed away from Wrigley Field and the Cubs.  Instead he opened a baseball store to feel like he was still a part of the game even if he couldn’t play.  After grandpa told Oliver the story he let Oliver try on his old baseball uniform.  The story ends with grandpa and Oliver going to the roof of the store.  That very roof looked out over Wrigley Field and together they watched their favorite baseball team together, the Chicago Cubs.

Read Aloud:

The pages in this book are not numbered.  The second page with text has Oliver discovering that grandpa has a Chicago Cubs uniform.  He asks his grandpa why he has it.  The page ends with grandpa getting ready to tell the story.  This page will get students hooked on finding out why grandpa has the uniform.

Characters:

Oliver Hall: loves baseball, helping out in his grandfather’s store, and listening to his grandfather’s stories about baseball.  He is elementary age.  You can tell he has a really special relationship with his grandfather.

Grandpa Hall: Owns a baseball nostalgia store.  He has a very special relationship with his grandson Oliver.  He was once asked to play for the Chicago Cubs baseball team but had to go serve in the war as a Marine instead.

Setting:

*Chicago, Illinois

*Wrigley Field

*Spring or summer (baseball season)

*Hall’s Nostalgia store

Point of View:

The story is told in 1st person.

Conflict:

Oliver Hall’s grandpa always wanted to play professional baseball with his favorite team the Chicago Cubs.  He gets the chance to practice with them but soon after he sent off to war.  When he becomes injured in combat doctors tell him he will never play baseball again.

Conflict Resolution:

At first grandpa is sad but then realizes that baseball isn’t just about the players on the field.  He thinks everyone from the hot dog vendor to the fans are a part of the game.  He decides to open a baseball nostalgia store across from Wrigley Field so he can still be a part of the game and his favorite team.

Themes:  

*Baseball

*Grandparent relationships

Language (spelling, vocabulary):

*nostalgia (a longing for something far away or long ago)

*rummaged (to search through thoroughly)

*shag (to chase after and retrieve)

*rookie (a beginner)

*stickball (a form of baseball played in the street)

*dugout (a covered shelter, one for each team in baseball)

*innings (a numbered round of play in which both teams have a turn at bat)

*Marines (a branch of the United States armed forces trained for land, sea, or aerial 

                  combat)

*platoon (a military unit composed of two or more squads)

*umpire (an official who administers the rules in certain sports)

Discussion Questions:

This is a picture book with pages that are not numbered.  Do a picture walk first and ask the following questions as you see fit.

*What relationship do you think the man and the boy have together?

*What kind of a store are they in?

*Why do you think the boy is smiling when he holds up the Cubs jersey?

*Do you think the story is being told in this time period?  Explain.

*Who is the person playing baseball?

*What do you think happened to the man in the war?

*Why do you think the illustrator decided to use only black and white in his illustrations?

During Reading:

*What kind of store does grandfather own?

*How did Oliver find the old Chicago Cubs uniform?

*How was grandfather discovered as a baseball player?

*What did the other Cubs players call grandfather?

*Describe how grandfather did the day he practiced with the Cubs.

*Why didn’t grandfather ever get to try out for the Cubs?

After Reading:
*Why did grandfather open up a baseball store?

*Where was the store located?

*What do you think grandfather meant by, “Every item in this shop has a story to tell?”

 Across Curriculum Connections and Activities:

Language:

Writing Prompt: Oliver and his grandfather had a very special relationship.  Tell about your special relationship with your grandparent or an adult in your life.  What makes your relationship so special?  What do you have in common?

Capitalization Activity:  There are several proper names in this story.  This would be a great time to review capitalization of proper nouns and identify what they are (person, place, thing) and why they are capitalized.

Social Studies:

Once on this website you click on kids.  They can watch videos, learn baseball basics, play games, or read about the history of the Cubs.  There is a wealth of activities you could plan around this site.

http://chicago.cubs.mlb.com/NASApp/mlb/index.jsp?c_id=chc
Math:

The following websites have baseball math games.  You could use these as a station in your room or with partners in the computer lab.

http://www.funbrain.com/math/
http://www.prongo.com/math/
http://www.teachersfirst.com/baseball.htm (this site always has baseball related to science)

Indiana State Standards Related to 4th Grade:  Language Arts

	
	Standard 1: READING: Word Recognition, Fluency, and Vocabulary Development

	
	Students understand the basic features of words. They see letter patterns and know how to translate them into spoken language by using phonics (an understanding of the different letters that make different sounds), syllables, and word parts (un-, re-, -est, -ful), and context clues (the meaning of the text around a word). They apply this knowledge to achieve fluent (smooth and clear) oral and silent reading.

	
	Vocabulary and Concept Development

	4.1.2
	Apply knowledge of synonyms (words with the same meaning), antonyms (words with opposite meaning), homographs (words that are spelled the same but have different meanings), and idioms (expressions that cannot be understood just by knowing the meanings of the words in the expressions, such as couch potato) to determine the meaning of words and phrases.

	4.1.3
	Use knowledge of root words (nation, national, nationality) to determine the meaning of unknown words within a passage.

	4.1.4
	Use common roots (meter = measure) and word parts (therm = heat) derived from Greek and Latin to analyze the meaning of complex words (thermometer).

	4.1.6
	Distinguish and interpret words with multiple meanings (quarters) by using context clues (the meaning of the text around a word).

	
	Standard 2: READING: Reading Comprehension

	
	Students read and understand grade-level-appropriate material. They use a variety of comprehension strategies, such as asking and responding to essential questions, making predictions, and comparing information from several sources to understand what is read. The selections in the Indiana Reading List illustrate the quality and complexity of the materials to be read by students. At Grade 4, in addition to regular classroom reading, students read a variety of grade-level-appropriate narrative (story), and expository (informational and technical) texts, including classic and contemporary literature, poetry, magazines, newspapers, reference materials, and online information.

	
	Comprehension and Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text

	4.2.2.
	Use appropriate strategies when reading for different purposes.

	4.2.3
	Make and confirm predictions about text by using prior knowledge and ideas presented in the text itself, including illustrations, titles, topic sentences, important words, foreshadowing clues (clues that indicate what might happen next) and direct quotations.

	4.2.4
	Evaluate new information and hypotheses (statements of theories or assumptions) by testing them against known information and ideas.

	4.2.6
	Distinguish between cause and effect and between fact and opinion in informational text.

	
	Standard 3: READING: Literary Response and Analysis

	
	Students read and respond to a wide variety of significant works of children's literature. They identify and discuss the characters, theme (the main idea of a story), plot (what happens in a story), and the setting (where a story takes place) of stories that they read. The selections in the Indiana Reading List illustrate the quality and complexity of the materials to be read by students.

	
	Structural Features of Literature

	4.3.1
	Describe the differences of various imaginative forms of literature, including fantasies, fables, myths, legends, and fairy tales.

	
	Narrative Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text

	4.3.2
	Identify the main events of the plot, including their causes and the effects of each event on future actions, and the major theme from the story action.

	4.3.3
	Use knowledge of the situation, setting, and a character's traits, motivations, and feelings to determine the causes for that character's actions.

	4.3.4
	Compare and contrast tales from different cultures by tracing the adventures of one character type. Tell why there are similar tales in different cultures.


Indiana State Standards Related to 4th grade Writing: English Language Conventions

4.6.7 Capitalize names of magazines, newspapers, works of art, musical compositions, organizations, and the first word in quotations when appropriate.

Indiana State Standards Related to 4th Grade: Social Studies

Chronological Thinking, Comprehension, Analysis, and Interpretation

4.1.13 Organize and interpret timelines that show relationships among people, events, and movements in the history of Indiana.

4.1.14 Distinguish fact from opinion and fact from fiction in historical documents and other information resources.

4.1.15 Using primary source and secondary source materials, generate a question, seek answers, and write brief comments about an event in Indiana history.

Indiana State Standards Related to 4th – 5th grade Math:

4.2.4
Demonstrate mastery of the multiplication tables for numbers between 1 and 10 and of the corresponding division facts.
Example: Know the answers to 9 ( 4 and 35 ( 7. 

4.2.5
Use a standard algorithm to multiply numbers up to 100 by numbers up to 10, using relevant properties of the number system. 
Example: 67 ( 3 = ?. 

4.2.6
Use a standard algorithm to divide numbers up to 100 by numbers up to 10 without remainders, using relevant properties of the number system. 
Example: 69 ( 3 = ?. 

5.2.1
Solve problems involving multiplication and division of any whole numbers. 
Example: 2,867 ( 34 = ?. Explain your method.
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