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About the Author:

She has written over 25 books. She was born in California and spent many hot summers in the public library because it was air conditioned.  While there she got hooked on reading and books.  She got both of her degrees from San Diego State University.  She first became a teacher then an administrator.  Later, with encouragement from people she knew she began writing her first book.  Pam now lives in San Diego with her husband, four children, and two dogs. 
Author’s E-Mail: PMunozRyan@aol.com
Mailing Address:  

Pam Munoz Ryan

c/o Scholastic, Inc.

557 Broadway

New York, NY 10012-3999
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From her web site
Connection to the book: as quoted form her web site-
“Pam Muñoz Ryan's inspiration for this book began while reading about Oaxacan wood carving. She says, "I came across a one-line reference to the Night of the Radishes. The event sounded so magical I knew I had to see it. In 1997, on the 100th Anniversary of La Noche de los Rabanos, I visited the romantic and mysterious Oaxaca City, a feast of colors, tastes, pageantry, and festivals. When I began writing Naomi's story and she evolved into a soap carver, my imagination rushed me back to Oaxaca. Or was it Oaxaca's spell that first mesmerized me, and inspired the lioness, Naomi León?”
Other books by this author:

Amelia and Eleanor Go for a Ride

Armidillos Sleep in Dugouts: And Other Places Animals Live

California Here We Come!

The Crayon Counting Book

Esperanza Rising
The Flag We Love

Mice and Beans

Nacho and Loltia

A Pinky Is a baby Mouse

Riding Freedom
When Marian Sang:  The True Recital of Marion Anderson

Annotation:  
Leading a peaceful and uneventful life in Lemon Tree, California, Naomi Guadalupe Zamora Outlaw thinks that she is “nobody special”.  Abandoned by her parents 7 years earlier she lives in a trailer, nicknamed “Baby Beluga”, with her great grandmother and little brother Owen.  But life is about to change for Naomi, when out of the blue her mother shows up, stirring up a lot of emotions and questions.  Owen does not remember their mother at all and Naomi only has vague scary memories that do not make sense floating around in her head.  Their grandmother always said that the good and bad of any situation are sometimes the same.  As Naomi and her family deal with the “real” reasons her mother returned they flee to Mexico to give the family some time and  to try to find Naomi and Owen’s real father.  As the family takes this journey Naomi takes a personal journey of her own, she learns about herself, her heritage, and how to stick up for what she thinks is important in life and family. She finds out the sometimes the good and bad in any situation are the same because challenge makes you stronger.  

This is an emotional story of a girl that is able to deal with life’s struggles and find out who she truly is. With it’s strong characters and engrossing plot it will keep you reading from cover to cover. 

Booktalk:
The book I will be introducing is Becoming Naomi Leon. This book is realistic fiction and is written by Pam Munoz Ryan. 

Page 1 “a rabble of yesterdays”

I always thought the biggest problem in my life was my name, Naomi Soledad Leon Outlaw, but little did I know that it was the least of my troubles, or that someday I would live up to it.

It had been a double month of Sundays since Gram, Owen, and I were knitted together snug as a new mitten.  I can point a stick, though, at the exact evening we started to unravel, at the precise moment when I felt like that dog in an old Saturday morning cartoon.  The one where the mutt wears a big woolly sweater and a fox races off with it, undoing the tidy stitches one by one.  Pretty soon the poor dog is bare to its skin, shivering, and all that had kept it warm is nothing more than a bedraggled string.  

Naomi and her brother have lived a quiet life with her their grandmother in California for last seven years since years since being abandoned by their parents.  The day mentioned in the intro, the days things started to unravel, was the day that their mother showed up out of the blue to disrupt their lives.  
This is an excerpt form the book right after Naomi’s mother has showed up for the first time and then leaves.  Page 25 last paragraph- Part of me couldn’t wait to see her again.  The other part of me was wringing my hands like a contestant in the Worrywart Olymipics.  All of a sudden I had a lillion questions.  Why did she come back?  How long ws she going to stay?  Would she like us?  Would we like her?  My thoughts dived into a jumble in the middle of my mind, wrestled around until the were wadded into a fisted knot, and attached themselves to my brain like a bur matted in a long-haired dog. 

How would you feel if your mother whom you could barely remembered showed up out of the blue and wanted to act as if nothing had happened.  Read to find out what Naomi’s mother really wants and how it is for Naomi to struggle with the turmoil her mother causes.  Eventually, changing Naomi for the better as she realizes that her grandmothers saying is true, the good and the bad in any situation can be the same. 

Perhaps have a discussion over what Naomi’s grandmother might mean by that. 
Characters:

Naomi- 11 year old girl- 
main character, Owen’s big sister, great granddaughter to Gram, Skyla’s daughter-  Very quiet and shy in the beginning of the novel.  Grows up and gets stronger throughout.

Owen- 8 year old boy- Naomi’s little brother, Skyla’s son, deformed at birth, has crooked head and one leg shorter than the other, very intelligent, always optimistic, does not let things get him down.
Gram: over 60- great grandmother to Naomi and Owen, grandmother to Skyla, was her parent for about one year when Skyla was 16.  Very optimistic and caring, strong personality, won’t let Skyla have Owen and Naomi with out a fight. 

Skyla: close to 30-  Owen and Naomi’s mother, Gram’s granddaughter.  Parents died when she was young. Lived with her father’s parents until she 16 then because she was out of control moved in with Gram but never got her life together.  She is a alcoholic and not mentally stable. She is very selfish and takes advantage of everyone she can.

Fabiola and Bernardo Morales: older than 60- Gram’s best friends and distant friends of Naomi’s father. They are from the same area of Mexico that he came from.  area that Naomi’s father is from.  They are good and loyal friends and help Gram and the family out when things get rough. 

Mr. Marble: an adult- Naomi’s library teacher at school, she and a few other students eat with him everyday.  He makes Naomi feel special before and after her dealings with her mother.

Clive: around 30- Skyla’s boyfriend with whom she is living.  He is callous and insensitive to the needs of others.    He wants custody of the children to get money form the government.
Flora, Pedro, Graciela, and Ruben: This is Fabiola’s sister and her family.  They graciously welcome the family to stay with them as the hide from Skyla and look for Owen and Naomi’s father. 
Santiago: around 30- Naomi and Owen’s father.  He is a good guy who has been sending money for support all along.  He was frightened by Skyla and thought he could get into legal trouble in the United States if pursed parental rights for his children.  He is now getting involved and will see his children regularly.
Conflict:  After seven years of living with their great grandmother Naomi and Owen’s mother shows back up in their lives acting as if nothing had separated them.  She slowly reveals her real motives for coming, taking Naomi back to baby-sit for her boyfriends child and getting government money for both of them.  How do Naomi and Owen stay with their grandmother when the law is working against them. 

Conflict resolution: Naomi eventually learns to speak up for herself and tell what she knows about Skyla.  By revealing that Skyla only wants Naomi to the judge and not Owen as well she is able to keep her family together.  It helps that the family has found the children’s real father who is now able to state his wants for the children and will be involved in their care.
Genre: Realistic Fiction

If you liked this book / you might enjoy these:

Same Author: 

Esperanza Rising

 Riding Freedom

When Marian Sang:  The True Recital of Marion Anderson
Same theme: children who live with grandparents
Alida’s song   Gary Paulsen

Granny the Pag  Nina Bawden

Grass and the Sky  Lisa Rowe Frustino

Robert Lives with his Grandparents: A Concept Book  Martha Whitmore Hickman
Interest Level/ Reading level:  Scholastic reading level Grade 5- Interest Level ages 9-12/ perma-bound.com reading level 5.4 interest level 4-9 (including audio listening level)

Read aloud pages/passage:  

Introduction with a discussion following.

Page 25 last paragraph- this after the intro and summary of beginning of story. 

Setting:  Early winter in Lemon Tree, California. Later to Christmas time in Oaxaca, Mexico right before and leading up to The Night of the Radishes celebration. 

Summary:  Naomi Outlaw, her brother Owen and their Great Grandmother live a quiet and peaceful life in Lemon Tree, California, until Naomi’s mother shows up and wants to take Naomi from her Grandmother and Owen.  Her grandmother takes Naomi and Owen on a Journey to Mexico to buy the family time and to find Naomi and Owens real father.  Meanwhile it is Naomi through her personal journey to find herself that eventually save the day. 
Point of View: This book is told in first person by Noami.

Possible Themes: 

Title: Growing up and becoming who you really are. The path to finding oneself through conflict. How conflict makes us stronger.  

 Other related themes: Children living with grandparents, brothers and sisters, people with disabilities, children’s rights, parental custody rights (both citizen and non-citizen parents), grandparent’s rights, family problems and issues, Mexican Americans, immigration….

Across the Curriculum Connections: 

Science/Math/S.S: measurement, computation, problem solving

 -In groups of 2-4students could research recipes of Mexican dishes mentioned in the story. 

Have students in groups or as a class make the recipes, measure to the nearest ¼ cup etc…  Have them change the number of servings to match the number of people in the room or group.  Make recipes. 

Resources:  cook books, back of the book Becoming Naomi Leon that includes the After Words section, math books and conversion charts, internet sites that have Mexican recipes

Standards:  Science 4.6.4, 4.2.1,4.2.2, 4.1.6, 5.2.2, 5.2.7,5.5.1,6.2.7,
math 4.1.2, 4.2.8, 4.2.1,  5.7.2,5.7.3, 6.1.7, 6.2.4, 6.2.10, 6.7.3, 
-In groups of 2-4 students can look for San Diego, California, on a map and then find Oaxaca, Mexico, on map.  They could complete a mileage and gas chart to see how long and how much it might cost Naomi’s family to get to Oaxaca.  They could look up average hotel prices and figure in cost of food too. 

Resources: maps, gas stations, internet sites for: maps, travel, directions, etc..

 Standards: math:4.5.1, 4.5.2, 4.5.9, 4.7.3, 4.7.1, 4.7.2, 4.7.4, 4.7.6, 4.7.8, 5.1.2, 5.2.5, 4.2.6, 5.2.8, 5.7.1, 5.7.2, 5.7.3, 5.7.8, 6.5.1, 6.5.2, 6.7.1, 6.7.3, 6.7.4, 
, science 4.2.1, 4.2.25.2.8, 5.5.1, 6.5.2, 
(social studies)4.7.7,4.3.1,4.3.2, 5.3.2, 6.3.1
Social Studies/Language Arts: immigration, comprehension, writing (writing applications), research, language conventions, speaking

-reasearch Mexican holidays and festivals or the city of Oaxaca, Meixco where Naomi’s father is from.  Students could put together  posters, travel brochures, research papers, commercials, etc.  to get people to come want to visit Mexico during the festivals or to visit the city of Oaxaca.  

Resources: Triple A or other travel clubs, travel internet sites,, any travel books or brochures, the After Words section of  Becoming Naomi Leon, Authors website (has links to this information), encyclopedias, other books from the library about Mexico, interviews with people who lived there or have visited.  They can present the projects to the class orally.
Standards: S.S. 4.1.11, 6.3.3, 6.5.1, 6.5.2, 6.5.7, 6.5.8, 

English language arts ,4.2.1, 4.2.2, 4.4.2, 4.4.3, 4.4.4, 4.4.5, 4.4.6,4.4.7, 4.4.8,4.4.10, 4.4.11, 4.4.12, 4.4.5, 4.5.3, 4.5.6, 4.6.2, 4.6.3,4.6.7,4.7.5, 4.7.7, 4.7.9, 4.7.13,5.2.1, 5.2.2, 5.25, 5.4.3, 5.44, 5.4.5, 5.4.8-10, 5.3.3, 5.3.5-6, 5.6.6, 6.2.3, 6.2.4, 6.2.8, 6.4.3, 6.4.5-10
-Point of view writing.  Have students work in pairs (each pair does a different character) to do character charts maps listing characteristics of each character in the story-physical traits,  personality traits, actions, motives, interactions  (relationship) with Naomi etc…  Then pairs get together to share ideas about each character  with the group.  Group would discuss the following questions (response could be charted):  How would the story change if one of these characters were telling it instead of Naomi? (say Skyla)  How did the interactions of these people change the way that Naomi felt about herself? Did Naomi become a better person through her interactions with each?  Go through the questions looking at each character and use the text to support thinking.  

Resources: Book, own thoughts and thoughts of others in class

Standards: English Language Arts-4.3.2 4.3.3,4.2.2, 4.2.3, 5.3.3, 6.3.2,  

-Create a new ending for the story. What if the judge sent Naomi to live with Skyla?  What if the judge ordered both Owen and Naomi to live with Skyla?  What if the children went to live with their father in Mexico?  What if their father came to live with them?  

Resources: Book itself, themselves and others in the class

Standards:English Language Arts 4.3.2, 4.3.3, 4.2.2, 4.2.3, 4.7.5,4.7.7, 4.7.8, 4.7.9, 4.7.1, 5.5.1, 5.5.3, 5.3.2, 6.3.1, 6.5.1, 6.5l4, 6.6.1
-collective nouns activity-Have students listen to the collective nouns that are used at the beginning of each chapter and discuss how they apply to the chapters, the implied meanings or inferences about the animals and what is happening in the chapter. 

Resources: Becoming Naomi Leon with After Words section, http:rinkwords.com/words/collective.shtml, Reading Teachers Book Of List 2004, other English books or internet sources

Standards: English Language Arts-4.5.5., 4.1.2,  5.5.5, 6.1.2,
Art: Soap carving-have students make soap carvings after researching the kinds of carvings done in Oaxaca.  

Resources: www.ivorysoap.com, back of the book Becoming Naomi Leon with the After Words Section, authors home web site that has links to do with carving (www.pammunoz.com) 

Standards: English Language Art-4.2.7 

Life Skills: Character Education- Discuss disabilities and how Owen was treated by various people in the story, how Naomi and others reacted to his mistreatment etc.. Have discussion over tolerance- bullying etc… You could make posters for tolerance, or write stories that include strategies to help people get educated about disabilities and to help people see how to deal with this kind of behavior directed at themselves. 

Resources www.kidshealth.com, school health book, school counselors, www.childrensdisabilities.info/childrens-book.htm/,  

http://ericec.org/fact/kidbooks.html/,  book itself, themselves and other opinions held by classmates. 

Standards: English/Language Arts- 4.7.1, 4.7.5, 4.7.9, 4.7.7, 4.5.3, 4.5.4, 4.5.6,6.2.1, 6.2.3, 6.2.6, 6.2.7, 6.2.8, 5.5.3, 5.3.6, 5.4.4, 5.4.5, 5.2.1
Discussion topics related to some current events that might include research and debate- students could bring in Newspaper articles or summaries of things heard on TV and radio etc.   Immigrant rights (even those of non-citizen parents), custody issues and children and grandparent rights, how the courts protect children and families.

Other Resources:

Audio tape of book – Becoming Naomi Leon- narrated by Annie Kozuch-available at Amozon.com

The Hispanic Center, 8902 E. 38th St. Indianapolis, In, 46226-317-686-6500

Discussion Questions: 

Pre-reading questions-
1. Look at front cover.  Discuss what the picture and title might mean.  Make predictions of what might happen.  If you have the cover with the girl hiding and the animals talk about those, or the girl running with paper coming out of her book- What could it mean “Becoming Naomi Leon”? 

2. Ask if they have ever known anyone who did not live with their parents?  What could be reasons for that?  

3. What do they think it would be like if they had to live somewhere besides with their current family?  What if someone showed up and told you, you had to leave your family now?

During Reading Chapers-7-

4. What purpose did making list serve for Naomi?

5. What kind of family life did Naomi have-how did people get along-treat each other?

6. What do you think of Grandmothers sayings…  Examples:  If someone sneezed they were getting visitors. That if you thought positive then you could make things happen just by willing it to happen. The good and the bad in a situation was often the same. 

7. Why does Naomi eat lunch in the library? What does she think of the people who eat there including herself?  How does her new friend Blanca help her see this experience differently? 

8. Why do you think that Naomi always makes more than one of every kind of animal she carves?

9. What do think about how Gram handles Naomi and Owens questions about their mother and father?  She never says judgmental things (or does she) but she tells the truth when she says anything at all?

10. What do you think about Naomi’s parents abandoning them?  What do you think happen to their father?

11. How does Naomi react and deal with the way the boys at school treat Owen?  How does the way that people treat Owen and her ability to cope with this affect Naomi’s feelings about herself?

12. Why do think Skyla is back and how is she going to change this family?

During Reading Chapters 8-12-

13. What do you think of Skyla’s disappearing act on conference night, then reappearing several days later acting as if nothing happened?  What does this mean?  Why would she do this?

14. All along Skyla has been buying things for Naomi and paying attention to her.  She has ignored Owen and/or nto treated him well- did you expect Skyla to buy a bike for Owen and why would she do this when clearly she is not happy about it?  Discuss her attitude and actions toward Owen in the past and while he is riding his bike. 

15. Discuss Skyla’s constantly changing physical appearance? What does this say about her if anything?

16. Discuss Clive, his actions, behavior, and motives. Special attention should be paid to his treatment and reaction to Owen?  

17. What more do you learn about Skyla from this incident with Clive and her reactions when taking Owen to the hospital?

18. What do you think the family should do now that Skyla has openly said that she is taking Naomi?

19.  What do you think of Grams solution to the help the family find a solution to their problem?

Discussion Questions 12-21-

20. Why is it so important for the family to find Naomi and Owens’ father?

21. What do you think of Naomi, Owen, and Ruben making all of the long distance phone calls without permission to try to find thehat happen at family court?  Do you think it would have been fair for Naomi and Owen to have to go live with Clive and Skyla because she is their mother? 

22. How might life had been different if:

a. Naomi and Owen both went to live with Skyla?

b. Naomi went to live with Skyla?

c. Both children went to live with father in Mexico?

d. Father came to live with them in California?

e. Mother and Clive and his daughter moved close to them in California?

Language: spelling vocabulary

Terms/sayings that might need to discussed with students-

 Double month of Sunday- intro page

Knitted together snug as new kittens-intro page

Actually I would read the whole page and talk about the meaning of first tow paragraphs.  Language comparisons are hard for them to put together. 
pine pitch- page 3


whorl-pg 23
countrified- page 4


vicious circle-pg 83
mulled over- pg 17


louvered- pg 24
accordion door-pg 22


abomination- pg 22

apparition-pg 17


caterwaul- pg 107
selective mutism- pg 22

Collective Nouns as chapter title.
