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	About the Author- Pam Muñoz Ryan

	Background and Interesting Facts
	Pam Munoz Ryan was born and raised in California’s San Joaquin Valley.  Her large extended family of aunts, uncles and cousins lived nearby and gathered together regularly.  Her cultural background is a mix of Spanish, Mexican, Basque, Italian, and Oklahoman.

Pam is the oldest of three sisters and has twenty-three cousins on her mother’s side.  As a child she had an active imagination and came up with stories that she and her siblings and cousins would act out, but she did not start writing down the stories until she was an adult.  

After graduating from college, Pam was a bilingual teacher and a school administrator.  When she became a mother she stopped working to take care of her four children.  She has a master’s degree in education.  

It was after she got her masters’ degree that she decided to start writing children’s books.  Now she has written over twenty-five books.    

	Official Website
	www.PamMunozRyan.com 
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	E-mail
	PMunozRyan@aol.com 
	

	Mailing Address
	Pam Muñoz Ryan
c/o Scholastic, Inc.
557 Broadway
New York, NY 10012-3999
	

	Author’s Connection to the Book
	Pam Munoz Ryan has several connections to this book.  One is that she took a trip to see the “Night of the Radishes” in Oaxaca, Mexico in 1997. While she was there she stayed in a hotel in one of the barrios and shopped at the Mercado, they participated in a posada and then experienced the Night of the Radishes.  

She decided on Naomi’s name after doing a book signing and finding out that a girl had the name Naomi Outlaw.  

Baby Beluga’s name came from a name that her family gave to a Chevy Suburban that they once had.  

	Other Books Written by the Author
	Esperanza’s Rising- a personal favorite of mine.  

Nacho and Lolita, Riding Freedom, and Mice and Beans are a few more of her many titles. 

	Annotation

	Naomi and Owen live with their great grandmother in California after their mother abandoned them.  When their mother shows up seven years later, the children become worried that their mother will want to split them up and take Naomi away from Gram.  The children travel to Mexico with Gram and some neighbors to find their long lost father who is very happy to see them.  
Becoming Naomi Leon is a great book for students in the upper intermediate grades.  Many children will be able to relate to either Naomi, as she is shy and unpopular, or to her brother who is often misjudged due to his appearance.  

	Booktalk

	Intro- Becoming Naomi Leon  is a book by Pam Munoz Ryan.  It is a Belpre Honor book and Young Hoosier Book Award nominee about a young girl and her interesting family.  

Lead-In- For the last seven years, Naomi and Owen have lived with their great grandmother in California after their mother abandoned them. Their father, who Naomi can barely remember, lives in Mexico.  

Hook- One evening, everything Naomi has known for the last seven years begins to unravel. Naomi's mother shows up and wants to kidnap her. Gram is willing to go to the end of the earth to save Naomi and the family leaves their quiet life in Lemon Tree, California, to find their long lost father in Oaxaca, Mexico.  Will they find him, or will Naomi have to go with her abusive mother?  
Conclusion- You will love this book about a young girl who starts out as quiet a mouse and ends up finding her inner lion!

	Genre

	Becoming Naomi Leon is a Realistic Fiction book.  

	If You Like Becoming Naomi Leon, You’ll Love…

	Same Genre
	Chasing Vermeer by Blue Balliett

	Same Author
	Esperanza’s Rising, or Riding Freedom

	Interest Level, Reading Level

	www.perma-bound.com 
	Reading level- 5.4 

Interest level- 5-9
Catalog # 336850

	Read-Aloud Passage/Pages

	Read “A Rabble of Yesterdays” on page 1- describes that she thought her biggest problem in life was her name until her mom showed up. 

“A Passel of Todays” on page 137- describes what Naomi was thinking when they were traveling to Mexico and reflecting on the events that had taken place over the past few weeks.  

	Characters

	Name & Age
	Relationship to other Characters
	Personality Traits/Description

	Naomi- about 10
	Naomi is the main character.  She is Owen’s big sister. 
	Quiet, shy, has a hard time standing up for herself, a list-maker

	Owen- about 7 
	Owen is Naomi’s second grade brother and Gram’s great-grandson.  He was born with a birth defect and is a “funny looking kid.”
	Obsessed with tape, 

very intelligent,

always happy

	Gram- 69
	Gram is the great grandmother of Naomi and Owen.  She has raised them since Owen was a baby. 
	Positive thinker, strong, loving, protective

	Fabiola- 60-70 yrs. old
	Gram’s best friend.  She and Gram are retired seamstresses who worked in a department store for 35 years.
	Good friend, caring, unselfish

	Bernardo- 60-70 yrs. old
	Bernardo is Fabiola’s husband.  He takes care of the trees in Avocado Grove. 
	Strong, protective, unselfish, wood-carver

	Skyla-around 30
	Skyla is Naomi and Owen’s birth mother.  She left the kids with Gram when Owen was a baby.
	Flighty, one minute nice, the next minute mean, irresponsible, drug and alcohol addict

	Clive- in his 30s
	Clive is Skyla’s new boyfriend.   He wants Skyla to get custody of Naomi so they can get money from the state and so Naomi can babysit his daughter.  
	Rude, deceitful, gold-digger

	Santiago- around 30
	Santiago is Naomi and Owen’s father.  He hasn’t seen them since Owen was a baby and Skyla left him.  
	Strong, smart, a wood-carver and a fisherman

	Setting

	Naomi, Owen, and Gram live in Lemon Tree, California in a trailer park called Avocado Acres Trailer Rancho.  The first half of the story all takes place in Lemon Tree, either at the trailer park, at the Bernardo and Fabiola’s house, or at the elementary school.  The second part of the book takes place in Oaxoca, Mexico.  The story starts in late fall to early winter and ends in the first part of January. 

	Point of View

	This story is told in first person, from Naomi’s point of view.  

	Conflict

	The main conflict in the story is that Naomi, Owen and Gram were living fine together for seven years and then all of the sudden, Skyla, Naomi and Owen’s mother, comes back into their lives and wants to take Naomi to live with her and her boyfriend, Clive, in Las Vegas.  Skyla just wants Naomi, not Owen because Owen has some physical deformities like a head that tilts to the side, a strange voice due to damaged vocal cords and one leg that is shorter than the other.  

	Conflict Resolution

	To solve this conflict, Gram decides that they need to go to Mexico to see if they can find the children’s father, Santiago.  With his help she will try to gain full custody of both Naomi and Owen.  

	Summary

	     In the book Becoming Naomi Leon, Naomi is an unpopular fifth grade girl who loves soap carving and making lists.  She lives with her great grandmother, Gram, and her second grade brother, Owen.  Owen was born with a birth defect and has had to have numerous surgeries which have left his head tilted to one side, his voice damaged, and one leg shorter than the other.  Despite these deformities he is a very intelligent kid.  When Owen was one, their mother left their father in Mexico and dropped them off with Gram who lives in Lemon Tree, California.  She has not returned since.

    One evening their mother, Terri Lynn, arrives at Gram’s trailer.  She says she has changed her name to Skyla because her new boyfriend likes that name better.  Her boyfriend has a scheme to get money from the state and they want to take Naomi with them to Las Vegas so she can baby sit his daughter.  
     When Skyla tries to kidnap Naomi, Gram and the neighbors decide to take the kids to Mexico to find their father.       While in Mexico, Naomi learns more about her Mexican heritage and gets to experience the “Night of the Radishes” a festival that her father’s side of the family has participated in for about one hundred years.  She gets to know her father and learns to be proud of who she is.  Her father writes a note to the judge expressing that he would like the children to remain living with Gram, and that he would like to visit them or have them visit on vacations. 

     In court, Naomi has to speak up for herself since the judge is ready to give her to her mother.  When she finally speaks her mind and expresses her true feelings, the judge changes his mind and lets the children remain with Gram.  

	Themes

	Divorce/Custody Battles

Disabilities

Being raised by a Grandmother/Great-Grandmother
Festivals/Celebrations- Night of the Radishes
	Heritage

Abandonment/ Absence of parents
Soapcarving/Woodcarving

Growing Up

	Across the Curriculum Connections

	Subject: 
	Suggested Activities:
	Resources: 

	Language Arts
Social Studies
	Spanish-English word- students will be given a list of phrases used in the book and the page numbers. They will have to match the English translation to the Spanish word or phrase. 
	Handout: http://teacher.scholastic.com/lessonplans/bookfairs/currconnection/downloads/cc_naomi_leon.pdf 

	Social Studies 

Language Arts
	Celebrations/ Festivals- The Night of the Radishes- Students can research the festival and compare and contrast the festival to a celebration that we have in the United States (such as pumpkin carving for Halloween). 
	“About Night of the Radishes” – http://www.christmas-in-oaxaca.com/night-of-radishes.htm 

“Pam Munoz’s Pictures”- http://www.pammunozryan.com/radishes.htm/ 

	Math/ Geography
	Map Skills- Students will use a map to locate Lemon Grove, California (the town that was the basis of Lemon Tree) and Oaxaca City, Oaxaca, Mexico.  Then they will use the map scale and an Internet website to find the distance the family had to travel to find Santiago.  
	www.mapquest.com 

	Activities

	Soap carving
	Naomi had a talent for carving figures out of soap and other materials.  Students can bring in a bar of soap and carve something out using a plastic knife.  Ideas are included in the back of the novel or on the Ivory website. “Ivory Pure Fun Projects”- http://www.ivory.com/PureFun_IvoryProjects_SoapCarvingTips.htm Finished products will be displayed in the library or in the hallway outside the classroom.  

	List Making
	Naomi kept lists.  She had lists of worries, splendid words, types of rocks, books she had read, unusual names, and others.  Using her categories or others that interest you, create at least six separate lists with ten or more things on each list.  You will have two weeks to create your lists.  I want you to find words, or other things that fit your lists from your daily life, just like Naomi.  You will have the opportunity to share one of your lists at the end of the two weeks.  Everyone will have a “Splendid Word” list, as this will be a great reference for you to use when writing.  

	Create a New Ending
	Think about how the book ended.  What would have happened if the judge would have given Naomi to Skyla and Clive?  What if the children would have stayed in Mexico with their father?  By yourself or with a partner, create a new ending to the book and rewrite it.  These endings will be published and displayed in the hallway so be sure to give the reader some background knowledge about the characters, setting, and conflict.  

	Discussion Questions

	Pre-Reading:
	1. Have you ever had someone make fun of one of your friends or family members because of how they looked or because of their name?  How did that make the person feel?  Did you do anything to stop the person making fun of them?  
2. Do you have a great-grandmother?  What would it feel like to live with her and be raised by her?  
3. What do you know about your cultural heritage?  Do you want to know more?  

	Post-Reading:
	1. Compare Santiago and Clive.  How do they each treat the children?  Who would make a better father?  
2. What do you think Santiago’s life is like in his home village?  Why can’t Naomi and Owen go to live with him?  Do you think they will in the future? 

3. At the end of the book, Mr. Marble says that Naomi has grown from a mouse to a lion.  What did he mean by that?  

	First 1/3 of Book: 
	1. Why does Owen put tape on his clothes?  How does this help him? 
2. Why does Terri Lynn change her name to Skyla?  Why does she want to see her children again?  
3. Describe how Naomi and Owen each feel about their mom coming to see them. 

4. Why doesn’t Skyla come to school for the teacher’s conferences? 

5. Why is it so easy for Naomi to make friends with Blanca?  

	Second 1/3 of Book:
	1. Why didn’t Gram tell the children about Santiago in the beginning?  

2. Why does Skyla treat Naomi and Owen so differently?  
3. Describe what Skyla and Clive’s plan is for taking Naomi. 

4. Why doesn’t Naomi tell Gram that Skyla is drinking again? 

5. What did Gram do to prepare for the trip to Mexico?  

	Last 1/3 of Book: 
	1. When Naomi got impatient about finding her father, what did she, Owen and Ruben do? Did they find him?  Why did they get in trouble?  

2. Why do the men invite Naomi to help them carve the radishes?  Do you think her skill for carving is inherited?  Why do carving animals make her feel good? 
3. What are some things Naomi learned about her Mexican heritage and the Leon family?  

4. Why did Santiago run when he first saw Naomi and Owen?

	Language- Spelling/Vocabulary

	Countrified
	Rural, rustic

	Prophecy
	a prediction of something to come

	Contentment
	State or quality of feeling calm and happy

	Obligations 
	Responsibilities 

	Reputation
	Recognition by other people of some characteristic or ability

	Ambience 
	a feeling or mood associated with a particular place, person, or thing

	Strewn
	Thrown here and there

	Dapper
	Neat and trim in appearance

	Irrational
	Not reasonable or clear, lacking mental clarity

	Shenanigans
	Devious or mischievous activity

	Pediatrics
	A branch of medicine dealing with children

	Orthopedics
	a branch of medicine concerned with the correction or prevention of skeletal deformities

	Radiology
	A branch of medicine that deals with taking and evaluating X-Rays

	Errands
	A short trip taken to do some kind of business, like grocery shopping

	Notarized
	A document stamped and signed by a notary public usually used on court documents

	Solitude
	The quality or state of being alone

	Guardian
	A person who is in charge of caring for another person

	Anticipation
	The act of looking forward to an event

	Indiana State Standards

	Language Arts
	6.1.1
Read aloud grade-level-appropriate poems, narrative text (stories), and expository text (information) fluently and accurately and with appropriate timing, changes in voice, and expression.

6.1.3
Recognize the origins and meanings of frequently used foreign words in English and use these words accurately in speaking and writing. 
6.2.4
Clarify an understanding of texts by creating outlines, notes, diagrams, summaries, or reports.
6.3.2
Analyze the effect of the qualities of the character on the plot and the resolution of the conflict. 
6.3.6
Identify and analyze features of themes conveyed through characters, actions, and images.
6.4.1
Discuss ideas for writing, keep a list or notebook of ideas, and use graphic organizers to plan writing.



	
	

	Social Studies
	6.3.1
Explain the components of most maps (title, scale, legend, grid, and projection).

6.3.3
Identify the names and locations of countries and major cities in Europe and the Western Hemisphere. Identify the states of Mexico and the provinces of Canada.

6.3.5
Describe major cultural characteristics* of regions in Europe and the Western Hemisphere.

	
	


