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	About the Author:

(Interesting facts, etc)
	Lesa Cline-Ransome has only written 3 other books before writing this one.  She earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in merchandising and fashion management.  Later she developed an interest in education and earned her Master of Arts degree in Early Childhood and Elementary Education.  She worked in the early childhood field until she was expecting her first child.  She resigned and began writing children’s books.  This book and Satchel Paige (about the New York pitcher), are illustrated by her husband James Ransome.  James has illustrated many children’s books and has won many awards.  

	Web Address:
	There is a web address for her husband (the illustrator), but none for the author herself.

http://www.jamesransome.com


	E-Mail:

Mailing Address:
	Once again, I could not find an e-mail address for Lesa, but her husband has one on his website.  Hopefully, James would forward any correspondence to the author.

jransomeillus@aol.com
James E. Ransome

107 Knollwood Road

Rhinebeck, NY  12572

	Picture:
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	Connection to the Book:
	After watching a segment on television during the Atlanta Olympics, James and Lesa were first introduced to Major Taylor.  They realized that his story had been lost in history and it needed to be told.  He was one of the greatest athletes to ever live, and he had almost been forgotten.

	Other books by this author:
	Quilt Alphabet, Quilt Counting, Satchel Paige


	Annotation:
	     In the book Major Taylor Champion Cyclist, by Lesa Cline-Ransome, readers can learn about the famous cyclist that history has seemed to forget.  This might look like a “picture book”, but the reading level is intended for intermediate school students.  It is a biography of Marshall “Major” Taylor, starting in 1891 when he is 13 years old and it ends in his early twenties.  It follows how he becomes interested in cycling, how he is “forced” to race his first race, and how his career takes off from there after he decides he likes the roar of the crowd.  He faced a great deal of discrimination during his career, but he always was a gentleman. Readers might find it interesting that Taylor grew up in Indianapolis.  It is interesting to see pictures of what Indianapolis would have looked like over 100 years ago.  Many people will also be surprised to learn that Major Taylor was a world champion in cycling.  In fact, he was only the second African-American to become a world champion in sports ever!  The illustrations are very vivid and help the audience feel the emotions of the characters.  You can almost feel the excitement, loneliness, and determination of Taylor on many of the pages.  The illustrator James Ransome, is the husband of the author and is an award-winning illustrator.  Hopefully, with this new book new generations will learn about Major Taylor and he will not be forgotten.


	Booktalk:
	     Do you know the name of the athlete from Indianapolis who was the world champion cyclist in 1899?  You probably don’t know his name because his story has almost been forgotten.   There is a wonderful book that tells the story of this athlete.  It is Major Taylor Champion Cyclist and it is written by Lesa Cline-Ransome.  It is a biography of Major Taylor’s life, starting when he is a teenager in Indianapolis and follows his cycling career through his early twenties.  He was a man of great character and never gave up his dream, even though he faced obstacles like discrimination.  There were many races when other cyclists would try to hurt Taylor or make him loose, so that they could split the prize money for winning the race.  Unfortunately, they wanted him to lose because of the color of his skin.  Taylor traveled around the United States to compete, but he had great success in Europe.  People there did not know about discrimination, which made life much easier for him in so many ways.  I enjoyed this book especially because it was about someone from Indianapolis, my hometown.  I have driven by the Major Taylor Velodrome in Indianapolis  many times, but I really didn’t know about the man’s life.  Read this book and Major Taylor’s great life will not be forgotten!


	Characters:
	Name & Age:
	Relationship to other characters:
	Personality traits:

	
	Marshall “Major” Taylor (begins as a teenager, ends in “twenties”
	Biography of Marshall Taylor. He was nicknamed “Major” Taylor because of an elaborate uniform he wore when he did bicycle tricks at a bicycle store as a teenager.

The crowds said he looked like a “little major”.
	Persistent, hard-working, patient, athletic, competitive, eager to learn, educated, LOVED bicycles, gentleman

	
	Mr. Hay
	Co-owner of Hay and Willits Bicycle Shop in Indianapolis, offered Taylor a job doing bicycle stunts and cleaning shop, insisted Taylor participate in first race
	Saw potential in Taylor, encouraged him to try first race (even when Taylor didn’t think he could do it), 

	
	Mr. Willits
	Co-owner of Hay and Willits Bicycle Shop in Indianapolis, offered Taylor a new bike to work at their store, 
	Encouraged Taylor to develop cycling skills, supportive

	
	Louis “Birdie” Munger
	Racer who would come into shop Taylor worked at, Taylor constantly asked him questions about racing, hired Taylor as his assistant, invited Taylor to train in Worcester, Massachusetts to train with him
	Enjoyed being around Taylor, helpful,

Boosted that he would make “Marshall Taylor the fastest bicycle rider in the world”

	
	Edmond Jacquelin
	Friend of Taylor, French champion cyclist, raced each other in France
	Competitive, friendly


	Conflict:
	Major Taylor is talented young cyclist at the turn of the 19th century.  Unfortunately for him, he is an African-American athlete in a sport that often supported discrimination.  Taylor had to overcome many hurdles to be able to race and become a champion.


	Conflict Resolution:
	After being granted membership in the League of American Wheelman, Major Taylor was entitled to compete in any track he chose.  However, he often had to ignore other cyclists and fans who wanted him to quit or be unsuccessful.  He “simply rode away” when he was attacked by other cyclists and eventually won their respect.  


	Genre:
	Biography


	You’ll love these:
	Same genre / interest level:
	A Forgotten Champion:  The Story of Major Taylor Fastest Bicycle Rider by Mary Wilds

	
	By same author:
	Satchel Paige (the first black player to pitch in a major league World Series)


	Interest level / reading level:
	From www.perma-bound.com:
	Interest level 2-5

Reading level 5.7

	
	From Bound to Stay Bound Catalog:
	


	Read-aloud pages/passage:
	 page #:
	Description of action:

	You will need to count pages yourself, there are no page numbers.
	Page 5 (opposite picture of Major talking to Mr. Hay)
	As Major Taylor is waiting for his bicycle to be repaired, he does stunts on another bike in the bike shop.  The store owners notice his talent and offer him a good job.  This job introduces him to the world of cycling and talented cyclists who mentor him.

	
	Page 9 (opposite picture of Major in costume doing tricks)
	This describes how Major Taylor would perform tricks outside of the bicycle shop everyday.  This drew quite a crowd everyday.  It also explains how he got the nickname Major.  The spectators said he looked like a “little major”.

	
	Page 19 (opposite picture of Major racing on a velodrome)
	This describes one of the races where the other cyclists were cruel and unfair to him.  Even though he was mistreated, he would treat others fairly and ride away.


	Setting:
	It begins in 1891 in Indianapolis when Major Taylor is 13 years old.  As Major grows up, he lives in and visits many places including:  Worcester, Massachusetts, Louisville, Kentucky, St. Louis, Missouri, and Paris, France.  It ends in Paris in 1900 after an important race.


	Summary:
	Major Taylor was a very talented cyclist around the turn of the 19th century.  He faced discrimination with grace and became the second African-American to win a world title in the history of sports.


	Point of View:
	A narrator tells the story.  


	Theme:
	Cyclist biography, African-American cyclist, African-American biography


	Across the Curriculum Connections:

	Subject:
	Suggested Activities:
	Resources:

	Jim Crow laws
	Read various Jim Crow laws in many different states.  Discuss how life was different for Major Taylor because of these laws.
	http://www.nps.gov/malu/documents/jim_crow_laws.htm


	Biographical information about Marshall Taylor
	Read additional information about Major Taylor’s life, especially after the book ended.  You can read actual newspaper articles about his cycling career and see his gravesite.
	http://www.majortaylor.com/index/html


	Major Taylor and Lance Armstrong
	This website compares Major Taylor and Lance Armstrong as cyclists.  They lived in different times, but both overcame huge obstacles to succeed.  You can view a slide show on each cyclist.  There are teacher and student activities and links.  It is a very “kid-friendly” website.
	www.fi.edu/pieces/silverman/index.html


	Bicycle Information
	This website gives a lot of background information about bikes.  There are many activities to choose from including:  history of bicycles, simple machines in bicycles, bike stunts, puzzles, and a trivia quiz on bikes
	http://www.library.thinkquest.org/J002670/index.htm



	Activities:
	Group Size
	Description:

	Venn Diagram
	Small Group
	In small groups, the students can view the slide shows for both Lance Armstrong and Major Taylor and use the information to complete a Venn diagram.  Use the website from the “Across the Curriculum” section www.fi.edu/pieces/silverman/index.html


	Timeline of Major 

Taylor
	Small Groups or Individuals
	Students work in small groups or individually to create a time line of Major Taylor’s life in the book.

	What were the Jim Crow laws?
	Whole Group,

Individuals
	To begin, make a list on the chalkboard.  It should include how life would have been different for an African-American if Jim Crow laws didn’t exist.  Use the list from the “Across the Curriculum” section to generate ideas http://www.nps.gov/malu/documents/jim_crow_laws.htm
If time allows, write a paragraph about how unfair the Jim Crow laws were for African-Americans.

	Slavery Discussion
	Whole Group
	As a group, discuss how slavery was gone at this time in history, but many people still did not believe in freedom for blacks.  Many people still remembered when slavery existed.  This affected many people’s attitudes in the Midwest. This is why Taylor often faced discrimination.  Explain that on the East coast and in Europe, discrimination was not as big as of a problem for him.


	Discussion Questions:
	Question
	Type of Question

	Pre-Reading:
	What can you predict about Major Taylor from looking at the cover of the book?
	Comprehension

	Post-reading:
	The illustrator used very vivid pictures to portray Major Taylor.  By using the illustrations alone, what are some adjectives you could use to describe him?  You need to justify each adjective with a specific illustration in the book and be able to explain your reasons.  
	Analysis

	First 1/3 of book:
	On pages 3-4, what do you think the store owners thought of Major Taylor?  What things in the picture helped you feel this way?
	Application

	Second 1/3 of book:
	On page 22, describe how you think people felt about Major when he boarded the boat?  What parts of the picture make you think this?
	Comprehension

	Last 1/3 of book:
	On pages 23-24, compare how France is different from America for Major?  How does the picture tell you this?
	Analysis


	Language (spelling/vocabulary):
	Term
	Definition

	
	marvel
	Intense surprise or interest

	
	proprietors
	owners

	
	mounts
	To get up on something above the ground

	
	stunt
	An unusual or difficult feat requiring great skill, often performed to gain attention or publicity

	
	crackerjack
	A person or thing of marked excellence

	
	coachman
	A man who drives a carriage

	
	prominent
	leading

	
	elaborate
	Planned or carried out with great care

	
	annual
	Happening once a year or every year

	
	victor
	winner


	Indiana Standards met by novel content:
	

	English/Language Arts:
	4.1.1 Read aloud grade-level –appropriate text (stories) and expository text (information) with fluency and accuracy and with appropriate timing, changes in voice, and expression.

4.1.4 Use common roots and word parts to determine the meaning of unknown words.

4.1.5 Distinguish and interpret words with multiple meanings by using context clues.

4.2.2 Use appropriate strategies when reading for different purposes.

4.2.3 Make and confirm predictions about text by using prior knowledge and ideas presented in the text itself, including illustrations, titles, topic sentences, important words, foreshadowing clues, and direct quotations.

4.3.2 Identify the main events of the plot, including their causes and effects of each event on future actions, and the major theme from the story action.

4.3.3 Use knowledge of the situation, setting, and a character’s traits, motivations, and feelings to determine the causes for that character’s actions.

4.5.2 Write responses to literature that:  demonstrate an understanding of a literary work and support judgments through references to both the text and prior knowledge.

4.5.3 Write summaries that contain the main ideas of the reading selection and the most significant details.



	Math:
	
N/A

	Science:
	4.1.6 Discuss and give examples of how technology, such as computers and medicines, has improved the lives of many people, although the benefits are not equally available to all.

4.4.7 Describe that human beings have made tools and machines, such as x-rays, microscopes, and computers, to sense and do things that they could not otherwise sense or do at all, or as quickly or as well.



	Social Studies:
	4.1.9 Give examples of Indiana’s increasing agricultural, industrial, and business development in the nineteenth century.

4.1.11 Identify important events and movements that changed life in Indiana in the twentieth century.

4.1.12 Organize and interpret timelines that show relationships among people, events, and movements in the history of Indiana.

4.5.6 Investigate the contributions and challenges experienced by people from various cultural, racial, and religious groups in Indiana during different historical periods by reading biographies, historical accounts, stories, and electronic media, such as CD-ROMs and web sites.
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