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If you liked this book you might want to check out these books as well.

*Forgotten Champion: The Story of Major Taylor, Fastest Bicycle Racer in the World by Mary Wilds

*Lance Armstrong: A Biography by Bill Gutman

*Kids Easy Bike Care: Tune-Ups, Tools, and Quick Fixes by Steve Cole

*Go Fly a Bike!  The Ultimate Book of Bicycle Fun, Freedom, and Science by Bill Haduch

*Learning How: BMX Biking by Sue Boulais

(www.barnesandnoble.com)

Annotation:

This story introduces the reader to an African American bicyclist named Marshall “Major” Taylor. Marshall begins racing at age 13 with the help of two bicycle shop owners named Tom Hay and Bert Willits.  He wins his first race at age 13 and begins a journey to become a professional bicycle racer.  Later he gets together with professional cyclist Louie “Birdie” Munger and turns professional at age 18. Despite many race prejudices he excels in the sport of bicycle racing to become the 1899 World Champion.  He always made sure he raced by his own rule, which was to ride clean and ride fair.   After winning many races Marshall went overseas to France and raced against Edmond Jacquelin, the Triple Crown winner.  He beats Jacquelin in several heats making him the most famous racer in the world.  Many people credit Marshall for his honest heart, courage, and his fairness as an athlete.

This book is a great beginning book to introduce students to biographies.  It is a short picture book with many colorful pictures.  It can easily be read by 3-5 graders.  The “More About “Major” Marshall Taylor” part in the back of the book should not be overlooked.  It provides additional information about the struggles he endured through the remainder of his life.  This book is a must when teaching character values.  
Booktalk:

“How did a thirteen-year old black boy in 1891 come to be such a crackerjack cyclist- or even to own a bicycle?”

In 1891 blacks were still fighting prejudice in many areas.  This book tells about the struggles of Marshall Taylor a thirteen-year old black boy who loved to ride bikes probably as much as you do.  Why did they call him a crackerjack?  How did he become a champion?  Read on to find out about the Major.

Summary:

Marshall Taylor, a thirteen year-old black boy, was growing up in Indianapolis, Indiana in 1891.  He loved his bicycle, which was given to him by the Southard family.  Marshall’s father was a coachman to this prominent family and Marshall was a live-in companion for the Southard’s only son.  Marshall used to take his bike to Hay and Willits Bicycle Shop to be fixed.  While he waited he did bike stunts.  The owners of the shop asked Marshall if he’d like a job.  He cleaned and did stunts, which drew many people to the shop.  He got his nickname “Major” from the uniform with braidings and shimmery gold buttons he wore while performing.  One day Hay and Willits sponsored a bike race.  Marshall entered and won his first race at age 13.  This made Marshall want to become a professional cyclist.  Eventually, he met Louis “Birdie” Munger, a racer who decided to train him in Worcester, Massachusetts.  Marshall turned professional at age 18 but had to face many racial prejudices in races.  Other riders would taunt him and box him out.  Marshall decided to play by his rules “ride clean, ride fair.”  This paid off as he continued to win races.  He won the 1899 World Championship.  In 1900 he went to France to race.  While in France, Marshall met Edmond Jacquelin, a Triple Crown racing champion.  They competed against each other in several heats with Marshall becoming victorious proving he is truly a “Champion Cyclist.”

Read Aloud:

This book can be read as a read aloud during SSR time or you can read aloud one page to go with your booktalk to get individuals interested in reading the book.  If you are doing a booktalk, I would suggest reading the page showing the Southard family giving Marshall his first bike. (The pages in this book are not numbered; about the 8th page)

Characters:

Marshall “Major” Taylor: 

     *age 13 at the beginning of the book

     *African American 

     *Hard working, fair, courageous, honorable

Tom Hay and Bert Willits:

     *Owners of the bicycle shop Marshall went to

     *Gave Marshall a job, which ended up earning him his nickname of “Major”.

     *sponsored the first race Marshall ever won

     *supportive of Marshall and his racing abilities

Louie “Birdie” Munger:

     *professional racer

     *decided he would train Marshall making him the best cyclist in the world

     *responsible for sending Marshall to France to race against Edmond Jacquelin

     *supportive of Marshall and his racing abilities

Setting:

     *1891-1900

     *Indianapolis, Indiana

     *Worcester, Massachusetts

     *France

Point of View:

This is written from the point of view of the author.

Conflict:

As a young African American living in 1891, Marshall has to learn to overcome racial prejudices as he works towards becoming the fastest cyclist in the world.

Conflict Resolution:

Marshall always used honesty, courage, and a hate free heart to persevere when others did him wrong.  He trained hard as a cyclist and played by his rules…ride clean, ride fair.  This work ethic helped him become the fastest cyclist in the world.

Themes:  

     *prejudice

     *determination

     *perseverance

     *cycling

Language (spelling, vocabulary):

     *proprietors  (the owner of a business)

     *acrobatic  (difficult gymnastic acts often performed in the air on wire, on the 

                        ground or elsewhere)

     *prominent    (famous or important)

     *maneuvered  (a difficult movement that needs planning and skill)

     *adept  (able to do something well)

     *annual  (happening once every year)

     *professional  (making money for doing something others do for fun, as in 

                              professional athlete)

     *prevail  (to succeed in spite of difficulties)

     *rival  (someone you are competing against)

Discussion Questions:

Pre-Reading:  This is a picture book.  The pages are not numbered.  Begin with a picture walk and ask the following questions as they relate to the pictures you are viewing.

     *What time period do you think this book represents?  What makes you think that?

     *Where do you think Marshall lives?

     *Look at Marshall doing his bicycle stunts?  Can you do any stunts on your bike?

     *How do you think Marshall feels about his first bike race?

     *As Marshall gets on the train, how do you think his family is feeling?

     *Why do you think Marshall looks so sad? (page where it says “Whites Only”)

     *How do you think the public feels about Marshall and his racing?

     *Marshall wins a race at the end of the book.  Why do you think he has the American 

       flag tied around his waist?

During Reading:

     *How old was Marshall when he won his first race?

     *Who gave Marshall his first bicycle?

     *Who are Hay and Willits?  Why are they important to Marshall and his bicycle 

       racing?

     *How old was Marshall when he became a professional cyclist?

     *Who helped train Marshall?

     *What challenges did Marshall face during his racing career?

     *How did Marshall choose to handle these challenges?

     *Do you think Marshall’s rules are good ones?  Explain.

     *Why do you think Marshall wore the number 13 in his races?

     *Who did Marshall beat to become the world’s fastest cyclist?

Post Reading:

     *List the lifeskills you think Marshall used in his life and in his racing career.  Give an 

       example from the book for each one.

     *What set of rules do you live by?

Across Curriculum Connections and Activities:

Social Studies: Use the link below to further research Marshall Taylor and create a timeline of his life.  This activity can be done individually or with a partner.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marshall_Taylor
Language Arts:  

Writing Prompt: Think about a time you did something even though it was hard for you to do.  Write about that time.  Be sure to include all of the events and details.

Venn Diagram:  Use the link below to research Lance Armstrong.  Complete a Venn diagram comparing and contrasting Lance Armstrong to Marshall Taylor.  This activity can be done individually or with a partner.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lance_Armstrong
Health:

Use your current Health book to teach bicycle safety.  As a culminating activity students can create bicycle safety posters.  If your school has a morning announcement program a couple of students could give bicycle safety rules on the announcements. 

Use any portion of your Health book or your school’s character values education plan to discuss the lifeskills Marshall portrayed in the book.

Science: Use the link below to research bicycles scientifically, then write a report about bicycles and how they are related to science.  If possible, bring in an old bicycle and tools that can be used to take apart the bicycle and then put it back together.  The research can be done individually or with a partner.  The exploration of the bicycle can be done in small groups.

http://www.exploratorium.edu/cycling/
Indiana State Standards Related to 4th Grade:  Language Arts

	
	Standard 1: READING: Word Recognition, Fluency, and Vocabulary Development

	
	Students understand the basic features of words. They see letter patterns and know how to translate them into spoken language by using phonics (an understanding of the different letters that make different sounds), syllables, and word parts (un-, re-, -est, -ful), and context clues (the meaning of the text around a word). They apply this knowledge to achieve fluent (smooth and clear) oral and silent reading.

	
	Vocabulary and Concept Development

	4.1.2
	Apply knowledge of synonyms (words with the same meaning), antonyms (words with opposite meaning), homographs (words that are spelled the same but have different meanings), and idioms (expressions that cannot be understood just by knowing the meanings of the words in the expressions, such as couch potato) to determine the meaning of words and phrases.

	4.1.3
	Use knowledge of root words (nation, national, nationality) to determine the meaning of unknown words within a passage.

	4.1.4
	Use common roots (meter = measure) and word parts (therm = heat) derived from Greek and Latin to analyze the meaning of complex words (thermometer).

	4.1.6
	Distinguish and interpret words with multiple meanings (quarters) by using context clues (the meaning of the text around a word).

	
	Standard 2: READING: Reading Comprehension

	
	Students read and understand grade-level-appropriate material. They use a variety of comprehension strategies, such as asking and responding to essential questions, making predictions, and comparing information from several sources to understand what is read. The selections in the Indiana Reading List illustrate the quality and complexity of the materials to be read by students. At Grade 4, in addition to regular classroom reading, students read a variety of grade-level-appropriate narrative (story), and expository (informational and technical) texts, including classic and contemporary literature, poetry, magazines, newspapers, reference materials, and online information.

	
	Comprehension and Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text

	4.2.2.
	Use appropriate strategies when reading for different purposes.

	4.2.3
	Make and confirm predictions about text by using prior knowledge and ideas presented in the text itself, including illustrations, titles, topic sentences, important words, foreshadowing clues (clues that indicate what might happen next) and direct quotations.

	4.2.4
	Evaluate new information and hypotheses (statements of theories or assumptions) by testing them against known information and ideas.

	4.2.6
	Distinguish between cause and effect and between fact and opinion in informational text.

	
	Standard 3: READING: Literary Response and Analysis

	
	Students read and respond to a wide variety of significant works of children's literature. They identify and discuss the characters, theme (the main idea of a story), plot (what happens in a story), and the setting (where a story takes place) of stories that they read. The selections in the Indiana Reading List illustrate the quality and complexity of the materials to be read by students.

	
	Structural Features of Literature

	4.3.1
	Describe the differences of various imaginative forms of literature, including fantasies, fables, myths, legends, and fairy tales.

	
	Narrative Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text

	4.3.2
	Identify the main events of the plot, including their causes and the effects of each event on future actions, and the major theme from the story action.

	4.3.3
	Use knowledge of the situation, setting, and a character's traits, motivations, and feelings to determine the causes for that character's actions.

	4.3.4
	Compare and contrast tales from different cultures by tracing the adventures of one character type. Tell why there are similar tales in different cultures.


Indiana State Standards Related to 4th Grade: Social Studies

Chronological Thinking, Comprehension, Analysis, and Interpretation

4.1.13 Organize and interpret timelines that show relationships among people, events, and movements in the history of Indiana.

4.1.14 Distinguish fact from opinion and fact from fiction in historical documents and other information resources.

4.1.15 Using primary source and secondary source materials, generate a question, seek answers, and write brief comments about an event in Indiana history.

Indiana State Standards Related to 4th Grade: Science (bicycles)

Common Themes

Systems

4.6.1 Demonstrate that in an object consisting of many parts, the parts usually influence or interact with one another.

4.6.2 Show that something may not work as well, or at all, if a part of it is missing, broken, worn out, mismatched, or incorrectly connected.

Models and Scales

4.6.3 Recognize that and describe how changes made to a model can help predict how the real thing can be altered. 

Interesting Facts:


*She was born in Malden, Massachusetts


*She earned a Bachelor’s degree in Fine Arts from Pratt Institute in Brooklyn, New York in 1987 and started working as a fashion copyright.


*Later she began substitute teaching and eventually became a teacher for a program called “Living for the Youth Family through Education.”


*She earned a master’s degree in Early Childhood and Elementary Education from New York University.


*When she became pregnant with her first child she resigned from teaching to become a children’s author.


*Her husband is illustrator James E. Ransome.


*She has 4 children and lives in New York.
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