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About The Author:
Webpage:  http://webpages.charter.net/mkornblatt/
Address: 
Marc Kornblatt
c/o Margaret K. McElderry  Editorial Department
1230 Avenue of the Americas
New York, NY 10020

Email Address: mkornblatt@charter.net
Interesting facts:

· Born in 1954 in New Jersery
· Has a twin sister and one older brother
· lives in Wisconsin with his wife and two children
· tried to be an actor in New York for 6 years, wrote several plays
· currently a fifth grade teacher, writes his books in the summertime
· his son and daughter have been inspirations for characters in his books
 Book Connection:


· author has also lived in a small town in Indiana
· stated that the character of Henry Stone “is more like me than any other character I’ve yet written”
· the characters of Mr. and Mrs. Fine are based on the author’s wife’s great uncle and aunt
· the connection  the character Henry has with his neighbor is based on the author’s  own relationship with his grandparents
Other Books:


· Understanding Buddy
· The Search For Sidney’s Smile

· Eli and the Dimplemeyers

Annotation:

Henry Stone’s life has been turn upside down. As his parents are dealing with marriage problems, he is sent away to his grandma’s house in a small Indiana town.  Henry is bored in this town, misses his grandpa who recently passed away and is confused about his parent’s marriage. Henry is surprised when he forms a friendship with the neighbor Mr. Fine, who is facing problems of his own. The friendship changes Henry’s attitude about life forever. This realistic book touches at one’s heartstrings seeing Henry deal with his ever changing life. Readers will treasure the friendship of Mr. Fine and Henry. Author Marc Kornblatt has created a heartwarming story of handling any situation in life.
Booktalk: 
Izzy’s Place by Marc Kornblatt
Henry Stone is not looking forward to his summer. He is sent away from New Jersey to spend the summer in a small Indiana town with his grandma. Henry misses his grandpa who passed away and is afraid he will be bored. A friendship that develops with the neighbor Mr. Fine is an unexpected surprise for Henry. This friendship is tested when Henry decides to protect Mr. Fine. Will this friendship be what Henry needs this summer?  Why is Mr. Fine so sad?  Will Henry learn to appreciate being with his grandma? Read Izzy’s Place by Marc Kornblatt to find out.
Characters:

Henry Stone
· main character in the story who is ten years old
· from New Jersey but he has to spend the summer in Indiana with his grandma
· worried about his parent’s troubled marriage
· missed his grandpa who died
· builds a friendship with his neighbor Mr. Fine
Mr. Fine
· neighbor to Henry’s grandma
· has a sick wife who is dying
· goes to a special cabin in his yard, called Izzy’s Place named after his son who died
· becomes an important person to Henry

Grandma Martha
· Henry’s grandma who takes him in for the summer
· owns a jewelry shop
· misses her husband
· tries to make Henry happy staying with her
Conflict: 
Internal
Henry Stone:  wants his grandpa to be alive again and his life to be the same as it was but Henry knows he must accept how his life is now.
Resolution

Henry: builds a relationship with his grandma and the neighbor Mr. Fine, as well as accepting all of the change in his life.

Genre: Realistic Fiction
If you like Izzy’s Place, you will love…
· Blackberries in the Dark by Mavis Jukes
· It’s Not the End of the World by Judy Blume
· Olive’s Ocean by Kevin Henkes
· Missing May by Cynthia Voight
· So. B. It. By Sarah Weeks
Other books you would like by Marc Kornblatt
· Understanding Buddy
Interest Level: grades 4-7
Reading Level: 4.2
Read-aloud-passage:
· Chapter 1
· pgs. 1-5
The first chapter gives the reader an understanding of how Henry feels about leaving home, as well as the changes in his life. Henry’s attitude about his summer sets the tone for the book in this first chapter.

Setting: A small town in Indiana called Greenville
Summary:  
Henry Stone is a ten year old boy who is confused about his life. He has to spend a summer with his grandma in a small Indiana town, misses his grandpa who passed away and is worried about his parent’s marriage. Henry forms an unexpected friendship with the neighbor Mr. Fine, who is facing problems of his own. This friendship teaches Henry to not take things for granted and to make the best of your life situation.
Point of View: Told in third person
Theme:  
Surviving loss and accepting changes in life. The theme of unexpected friendship is throughtout the novel.  The title of Izzy’s Place states the importance of Mr. Fine building a friendship with Henry and allowing him to share in his life.

Curriculum connections:
Language Art  
Students can discuss what they liked or dislike about the book and why. Students can also role play the characters, especially focusing on how they would feel to lose someone or how to deal with confusion in their lives. 
Social Studies
Students can learn about different towns in Indiana, places to visit, historical sites. Students could plan a trip for someone who wants to visit Indiana, using interesting information they have learned. Students could also include learning about their grandparents. This idea could include learning about the past, learning how it is to be a grandparent and any other interesting things from their grandparents.
Social Skills (or counseling):
Students that need to could read the book and then discuss how they feel about their parents going through a divorce or the loss of a loved one.

Resources:

     
Websites:
Webquest for Indiana
http://ww.socs.k12.in.us/schools/ovms/cscholten/wander_in.html
* A webquest for teachers to use about different places in Indiana.
Information about grandparents:
http://www.emints.org/ethemes/resources/SOOOO1350.html
* Share information and resources about grandparents. 

Lesson Plan on Divorce
http://ww.kamalii.k12.hi.us/Counseling.html
*Lesson plan on discussing divorce with kids
Nonfiction:
Indiana Geography Projects: 30 Cool, Activities, Crafts, Experiments & More for Kids to Do to Learn About Your State (Indiana Experience) by Carol Marsh. Publisher: Gallopade International 2003.

*Offers interesting projects for learning about the state you live in.

Good Grief: A Kids Guide for Dealing with Change and Loss. By Kim “Tip”Frank.  Publisher: Youthlight Inc. 2004.
*A guide to kids dealing with loss. This book can be read aloud or in a group setting.

My Parents Are Divorced, Too: A Book for Kids by Kids. by Jan Blackstone-Ford. Publisher: Magination Press. 1998.
*Discusses divorce from a child’s perspective.

Kids and Grandparents: An Activity Book. by Ann Love. Publisher: Kids Can Press. 2000.

*Offers more than 90 games, crafts, recopies for kids to do with their grandparents.
Community
Take field trips to visit interesting sites of interest in Indiana.
Activities: 

Language Arts: 
Students could write in a journal about being Henry and discuss how he would feel about  being in a new town for the summer. Students could also write in a journal as a friend of Henry’s and discuss his life, as well as his friendship with Mr. Fine. For this activity, students will need paper and a pen.
Social Studies: 
Students could create a brochure about the interesting places to visit in Indiana with information about various towns. Students could create a commercial to be video taped in class about why someone would want to visit Indiana.

Students could plan a special day and invite all grandparents to the classroom. The grandparents could share stories about their past, as well as telling what is special about being a grandparent. Students could provide snacks for this activity and decorate invitations to give to the grandparents. 

Puzzle: 
Created by http://www.puzzlemaker.com
Izzy's Place
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Discussion Questions:  
Chapters 1-7
1. What events are happening in Henry’s life to make him unhappy?
2. What is about the small town that Henry does not like? 
3. Why is Henry troubled about how his grandma treats him?
4. What was Henry’s first impression of Mr. Fine?
5. Who do you think Izzy will turn out to be?
Chapters 8-14
1. Why does the boy want to pick on Henry? What does Henry do about it?
2. In what ways does Henry miss his grandpa?
3. How is Henry handling living with his grandma? What would he like to change?
4. Why did Henry need to fight with Carl? How could he react to the situation different?
5. What do you think the boys are planning to do at Mr. Fine’s house?
Chapters 15-21
1. Why did Henry tell Mr. Fine about what he overheard from the boys?
2. How is Henry reacting to his parent’s problems?
3. Why did Henry risk getting so hurt to save Mr. Fine? Was he able to stop the boys?
4. Why did Henry want to spend the rest of the summer with his grandma?
5. What lessons did Henry learn this summer?
Language:  Source: American Heritage Student Dictionary

bully - a person who frightens or hurts smaller or weaker people.
divorce – the legal ending of a marriage.
gem- a precious stone cut and polished as a jewel.
laboratory – a room or building equipped for scientific research or experiments.
microscope  - an instrument consisting of a lens to magnifying objects that are invisible to the 

                       eye. 
Indiana Standards by novel content:
Language Art:

4.2.3  Make and confirm predictions about the text by using prior knowledge and ideas presented in the text itself.
4.3.2 Identify the main events of the plot, including their causes and the effects of each event on future actions and the major theme from the story action.

5.2.3    Recognize main ideas presented in texts, identifying and assessing evidence    

 that supports the idea.

53.2 Identify the main problem or conflict of the plot and explain how it is 

resolved.

6.3.2 Analyze the effect of the qualities of the character on the plot and the resolution of the conflict.

Social Studies- 

4.2.7 Define and provide examples of civic virtues in a democracy.

5.2.9 Demonstrate civic responsibility in group and individual actions.

