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	About the Author:

(Interesting facts, etc)
	Marc was a troublemaker and at times still is. He started off wanting to be an actor and actually went to NY for a time, but only advanced as far as non speaking roles and off off Broadway plays.

	Web Address:
	http://webpages.charter.net/mkornblatt/

	E-Mail:

Mailing Address:
	mkornblatt@charter.net
N/A
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	Connection to the Book:
	“The connection Henry makes with Mr. Fine is also based on my life. I grew up with my great aunt and one set of grandparents living in my house. My other grandparents lived about two miles away. All of them have been dead for many years, but I can remember each one clearly and still miss them. Writing Izzy's Place helped me feel a little bit closer to them.”- taken from Marc Kornblatt’s website

	Other books by this author:
	Time Machine , Time Traveler, Understanding Buddy


	Annotation:
	   This book is definitely on a fourth graders level and deals with serious issues fourth graders are dealing with. The book is too short, and could use more coping skills by Henry. Henry is having a very hard time dealing with his parents divorce and a lot of children could use ideas on how to deal with this issue. I very much liked the character of Mr. Fine and his life lessons he tells Henry about living life and loving your family.



	Book talk:
	   “There’s only one thing worse than the thought of losing someone you love, and that’s actually losing someone you love.” What does this quote mean to you? You will find out quickly what it means to Mr. Ernie Fine and Henry Stone in this novel.  Have you ever been down about a family problem, had your parents get divorced or someone you love get divorced, well that is how Henry is and he doesn’t know what to do. Follow him along his journey through his anger, fighting, rebelling, running away, and finally his realization of how important family is. Will Henry forgive his parents and spend the rest of his summer with his grandma or will be end up staying in the hospital unconscious after his bout with the bullies? Find out by reading this easy read, Izzy’s Place.


	Characters:
	Name & Age:
	Relationship to other characters:
	Personality traits:

	
	Henry Stone, Age 10
	Main character, going through a rough time as his parents are getting divorced and he has to spend the summer with his grandma
	Defiant, loving, stubborn, sad

	
	Mr. Ernie Fine, “old enough to be a grandfather himself”
	Supporting character who not only saves Henry from bullies, but becomes Henry’s friend and teaches him a few life lessons
	Peaceful, sad, wise

	
	Grandma
	Grandma is also having a hard time as she just lost her husband and is extremely lonely, she is very excited to have Henry stay for the summer
	Hard working, sweet, sad


	Conflict:
	Henry’s mom and dad are getting a divorce and he will not open up to anyone and is being mean to everyone, grandma is also sad because her husband just passed away.


	Conflict Resolution:
	Henry’s meets Mr. Fine and he opens his eyes to love and life and that he needs to live it for the people he still has here. Henry also comes to the realization there is nothing he can do about his parents and their divorce so he learns to accept it and stay with his grandma.


	Genre:
	Drama, Family Stories, Friendship, Realistic Fiction


	You’ll love these:
	Same genre / interest level:
	Hoot, Counting On Grace

	
	By same author:
	Understanding Buddy


	Interest level / reading level:
	From www.perma-bound.com:
	4-7/4.2

	
	From Bound to Stay Bound Catalog:
	


	Read-aloud pages/passage:
	Chapter and page #:
	Description of action:

	
	Chapter 2, page 6
	“It was a hot, humid, June day. The air conditioner in Grandma Martha’s old blue station wagon was broken so they rolled down all the windows and drove along the highway with the air blowing in their faces.” This passage prefaces how Henry is feeling about the trip. He does not particularly want to be there with his Grandma and especially in this tiny hot town.

	
	Chapter 9, page 64
	“I know you’re sad about your parents. And I know that if Grandpa Jay were here, he could do a better job of keeping your mind off of them than I can. But he’s not…” All Henry wants is his Grandpa back and his parents back together and happy and neither can happen and he is not happy about that, therefore he starts acting out at Grandma.

	
	Chapter 19, page 109
	“There’s only one thing worse than the thought of losing someone you love, and that’s actually losing someone you love.” This great piece of advice Mr. Fine gives Henry changes Henry’s whole perspective on life therefore changing his life and those around him.


	Setting:
	Greenville, IN… in the middle of the June


	Summary:
	   A realistic story about a 10 year old boy, Henry, struggling with his parents fighting and eventual divorce. Henry goes to stay with his grandma in Indiana for the summer, but things just aren’t the same without Grandpa Jay, who had died the year before. That was just another reason his parents had sent him there for the summer to keep his grandma company, but his grandma treats him like a baby and he knows he will have no fun in this small town.
    Henry then meets Mr. Fine, who not only becomes his friend, but teaches him some life lessons. He also saves Henry from some bullies in town. Mr. Fine’s wife is sick also, so Henry is good company for Mr. Fine. Henry is a very angry little boy though and continually lashes out at his grandma. She tries to do everything for him including trying to find friends for him to play with, but that left him with a scraped up arm and a bad reputation.

    One night Henry finds out his parents are getting a divorce for certain and he shuts himself in his room. His Grandma is worried and has Mr., Fine come over and talk to him. Henry decides that night he is going to run away, but before he can leave he sees the bullies preparing to vandalize Izzy’s Place, Mr. Fine’s cabin dedicated to his little boy that passed away, and Henry knew he had to stop them.

   This heroic tale ends by Henry’s parents coming to visit and Henry, Mr. Fine, and Grandma deciding to make the best of bad situations and start to live their lives.


	Point of View:
	Third Person


	Theme:
	Divorce, Bullying, Family, Friends


	Across the Curriculum Connections:

	Subject:
	Suggested Activities:
	Resources:

	Social Studies
	4th grade social studies is Indiana history so students could look up Greenville, IN and see what else there is to do in that part of the state. List things Henry could do that are appropriate for his age.
	http://greenvillein.usl.myareaguide.com/


	Health
	Have students research ways and places kids can cope with divorce and family problems, and make a poster advertising those places
	www.divorcesource.com/info/children/children.shtml - 45k
singleparents.about.com/cs/divorce/l/aachilddivorce2.htm

	E/LA
	Have students write a paper about someone who has taught them a life lesson and how that person did that and what they said
	Personal knowledge


	Activities:
	Group Size
	Description:

	Descriptive word hunt
	Individually
	This book is VERY descriptive, have students find at least 20 descriptive adjectives and have them cite the page and the paragraph and what they are describing. They cannot use the same adjective more than once.


	Create a Comprehension Test
	Individually
	Students will create a test using different styles of learning such as multiple choice, true/false, short answer, and essay. They also need to make an answer key as they will be grading their test after another student takes it.

	Draw a picture representing their favorite part of the story
	Individually
	Have students draw a colorful picture of their favorite part of the story, label it and then present it to the class telling why that is their favorite part.


	Discussion Questions:
	Question
	Type of Question

	Pre-Reading:
	What do you think Izzy’s Place is?
There is only a quote on the back, no summary, read it and tell your thoughts about that quote.
	Predicting
Extending

	Post-reading:
	How have your thoughts changed about the quote on the back?
Why do you think Henry chose to stay at his grandma’s?
	Cause/Effect
understanding

	First 1/3 of book:
	What are some things Grandma does in the beginning that makes Henry feel like a baby?
Do you think that she will change as the book goes on? Why is she like this?
	Comprehension
Predicting

	Second 1/3 of book:
	How does Henry handle the bullies and Carl? Why do you think he acts that way?
How can Henry help his grandma cope with Grandpa Jay’s death?
	Cause/Effect
Predicting

	Last 1/3 of book:
	How does Henry’s running away help Mr. Fine?
Name 2 things Mr. Fine does for Henry to help him with his pain?
	Comprehension
Understanding/ Extending


	Language (spelling/vocabulary):
	Term
	Definition

	
	N/A
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Indiana Standards met by novel content:
	

	English/Language Arts:
	4.1.1, 4.2.1, 4.2.3, 5.1.1, 5.2.3, 6.1.1

	Math:
	4.7.1, 5.7.1, 6.7.1

	Science:
	4.1.1, 4.2.6, 4.3.2, 5.3.1, 5.4.1, 5.6.1, 6.1.1

	Social Studies:
	4.1.9, 4.5.1, 5.5.1, 6.5.1
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