Novel Resource #4
By Sarah Kight
EDUC L-530

Title: I zzy’s Place
[image: image1.jpg]izzy's place



http:// webpages.charter.net/mkornblatt/index.htm (cover image)
Author: Marc Kornblatt

[image: image2.jpg]


 http:// webpages.charter.net/mkornblatt/index.htm  (pic)

Publisher: Margaret K. McElderry Books an imprint of Simon & Schuster Children’s Publishing Division

Copyright date: 2003
About the Author: 

Born in Edison, New Jersey, in 1954 he was born two hours later than his twin sister Madelyn. He went to college at Brandies University and majored in English but took many theatre classes.  He tried unsuccessfully to become an actor for six years.  During that time he wrote several plays that have been produced.  Later he became a reporter and went back to college (NYU) for a master’s in Journalism. While in school he was asked by another graduate student to help her write a children’s book.  He enjoyed it so much that he has been writing his own children’s literature since.  He then started touring schools as his literature became popular and he decided to go back to school again in 1999.  Now he is a fifth grade teacher who writes on the side.  He is married too a women named Judith and they have two children Jacob and Louisa.
Web Address: http://webpages.charter.net/mkornblatt/index.htm
E-Mail:  mkornblatt@charter.net
Connection to the book: Taken from the Author’s web site: “Years ago when I was first married, I moved with my wife from New York City to a small town in Indiana.  Living in a place where everyone was a stranger was lonely experience and inspired Izzy’s Place.  The novel’s 10-year old protagonist, Henry Stone, is probably more like me than any other character I’ve yet written.

The connection Henry makes with Mr. Fine is also based on my life. I grew up with my great aunt and one set of grandparents living in my house. My other grandparents lived about two miles away. All of them have been dead for many years, but I can remember each one clearly and still miss them. Writing Izzy's Place helped me feel a little bit closer to them.”
Other books by this Author: 

In print: 

Understanding Buddy

Out of Print: 

Mission to World War II

Flame of the Inquisition

Paul Revere and the Boston Tea Party

The Search for Sidney’s Smile

Elli and the Dumplemeyers

Annotation:  With his world topsy-turvy and upside down Henry Stone knows that his summer is going to be awful.  He has been sent to small town Indiana to spend his summer with his grandmother.  His parents say it is help her because she is lonely since her husband,  Henry’s favorite grandpa, has died.  Henry suspects it has more to do with the trouble his parents are having.  He is lonely because he misses his grandfather and feels that he really does not know his grandmother.  He is angry with his parents and fears they may get a divorce.  Henry treats everybody rudely and can’t quite figure out what to do with himself.  Yet, he finds an unexpected friend in the gentlemen next door who is going through a rough time himself.  The two of them together might be able to help each other out.  
Booktalk:
The book I am introducing is Izzy’s Place by Marc Kornblatt. It is realistic fiction.  It is about a boy named Henry who is having a pretty rough time of it.  He knows that his summer is going to be awful.  He has been sent to small town Indiana to spend his summer with his grandmother.  His parents say it is help her because she is lonely since her husband, Henry’s favorite grandpa, has died.  Henry suspects it has more to do with the trouble his parents are having.  He is lonely because he misses his grandfather and feels that he really does not know his grandmother.  He is angry with his parents and fears they may get a divorce.  Henry treats everybody rudely and can’t quite figure out what to do with himself   At first Henry does not know what to make of the gentleman living next door to his grandmother who talks to Henry but keeps his distance.  Then the unexpected happens.  They are able to help each other out.  

I will read this except from page 36 and 37 in the book.  This is the third time that Henry talks to Mr. Fine the next door neighbor and notices how sick his wife is. 


“Mr. Fine nodded, then hesitated for a moment.  He seemed about to say something else but distracted by the sound of a screen door opening.  


“Ernie,” a voice called, “are you finished weeding?” 


“Yes, dear.”

`
“:The Cubs’ game is on.”


“All right”


Henry edged closed to the fence so he could see the neighbors’ house better.  Mrs. Fine leaned against the back screen door as still as a statue.  The sight of her gave Henry a start.  He remembered her as a plump, penguin-shaped woman.  Now she was thinner than a flamingo, and her skin looked gray.  Seeing Henry, she smiled.  


“Hello,” she said in a surprisingly strong voice.  “You’re Martha’s grandson, aren’t you?”



yes.”


“Henry,” Mr. Fine offered.


“I remember.” She raised her hand as though it hurt and waved.  


Henry waved back.


“Hoe are you doing, Henry?”


Mrs. Fine’s inviting smile made Henry wasn’t to tell her the truth, but he was afraid if he told her just how miserable he felt that he would start crying.  Instead, he answered with a shrug.


“I see, “she said kindly.  “would you like to come inside to drink lemonade and watch the Cubs?”


Henry looked to see what Mr. Fine thought of the invitation but could find no welcome in his expression. 


“I can’t, “ he said, “I need to practice my juggling.”


Mrs. Fine closed her eyes and smiled.  “Maybe another time, then.”


She reached for the screen door, but before it was half open, Mr, Fine bounded up the steps and ushers her gently across the threshold.  

This is another scene in which Mr. Fine helps Henry out when he is getting beat up by the neighborhood bullies. Pages55 and 56 in the book:


“Before either teenager could say another word, someone grabbed them by the backs of their shirts and hoisted them to their feet.  They struggled against Mr. Fine’s huge fist, but he held them firm.  


“I was driving past and wondered what you fellows were up to, “ he said, his voice calm and quiet. 


“We were just kiddin’ around,” said the bucktoothed boy, dropping Henry’s beanbag.  


“It didn’t look like kidding around to me, William,” said Mr. Fine. 


He shook the boys again. 


“William, I know it’s been a while since I had you in eight-grade science, so you’ve probably forgotten what I think of bullies.” 


“No, Mr. Fine,  “William said weekly.  “I remember.”


“It’s been even longer since I taught you, Raymond, so I’m sure you’ve forgotten.”


The lanky boy shook his head.  “I remember too.”


“you both just had momentary memory lapse, right?”


They nodded.


“I understand.”

He released then, their faces red with anger.


“We all need a refresher course now an again.”  


Mr. Fine picked up his fallen baseball cap and slapped it against his knee to clean off the dirt.  “I’ll bet you probably forgot what you learned with me about soil types, too.”


Looking a Henry for the first time, he asked, “Are you hurt, son/”


“No,” Henry said, getting to his feet.


“Good.” Mr. Fine stared at eh teenagers.  “now would you gentlemen please pick up those beanbags and give them back to my friend here.”


Raymond and William sis as Mr. Fine asked without another word, then hurried back to the Piggly Wiggly.  


Henry turned to Mr. Fine. 


“Thanks,” he said reluctantly.


“You’re welcome,” said Mr., Fine. “Does your grandmother know where you are?”


“Yes.


“All right then.”


Henry had a lot more to say, but Mr. Fine quickly turned and tromped back to his green van before Henry could get the words out.
See how Henry handles his troubles, parent’s divorce, his grandpa’s death, and the neighborhood bullies by reading the rest of the book Izzy’s place.  
Character:

Henry:  A 5th grade boy- Grandma Martha’s grandson. He is afraid that his parents are going to get a divorce and angry (lonely too) that his Grandpa Jay (Martha’s husband) has died. 

Grandma Martha- Henry’s fathers mother.  She just lost her husband and is sad and lonely. She wants Henry to be happy.  She tries to help Henry deal with Jay’s death.

Mr. Fine: Martha’s next door neighbor. He is a retired school science teacher.  He is sad because he lost a son long age and is now losing his wife to the same disease.  He befriends Henry. 

Mrs. Fine- Henry’s wife
Henry’s Mom and Dad: They are not getting along and they are making Henry miserable by fighting and arguing loudly around Henry while trying to tell him not to worry.

Carl and Willie Mollenhoffer: Boys who live in Grandma Martha’s neighborhood. They pick on Henry but inadvertently help Mr. Fine and Henry become friends.

Conflict:  Henry’s grandfather is dead and his parents are probably getting a divorce.  This makes Henry feel lonely, frustrated, and sad.  He is acting horribly towards everyone and is not very happy.  He has to spend a boring summer with his grandmother (whom he feels he does not know).
Conflict Resolution:  He becomes friends with his grandmother’s next door neighbor whom teaches Henry to have some hope and this friendship allows Henry to see that he will be able to cope with the things that are happening to him. 

Genre:  realistic fiction

If you liked this book, here are some other recommendations:

Other books by this author:  see above
Other books with similar themes/interest: 
Ida B…and Her Plans to Maximize Fun, Avoid Disaster and (Possibly) Save the World.  By Katherine Hannigan

Becoming Naomi Leon by Pam Munoz Ryan

Esperanza Rising by Pam Munoz Ryan

Stone Fox by John Reynolds Gardiner

On My Honor  by Marion Bauer

Taste of Blackberries  by Doris Buchanan Smith
Interest Level/Reading Level:  www.perma-bound.com  Reading level: 4.7. Interest level grades 4-7
Read Aloud Pages/Passages:  pages 36 and 37 in chapter 5, the second time that Henry talks with Mr. Fine and pages 53-57 in Chapter 8 when Henry encounters the neighborhood bullies for the fourth time. 
Setting:  Small town (Greenville) in Indiana in the summer shortly after the death of Henry’s grandfather

Summary: Henry is spending the summer with his grandmother in small town Indiana.  He is angry and lonely.  His grandpa Jack has just died and his parents might be getting a divorce.  His unexpected friendship with the man next door helps Henry deal with his problems. 
Point of View: third person
Theme:  death/divorce/loss-coping with these issues (special places)
Across the Curriculum Connections:

English Language Arts:

-Write a letter to your grandparents or grandparent telling them how much you appreciate then and what you enjoy about then and doing with them.  If you do not have a grandparent that you can write to pick someone else that is significant in your life and tells them the same kinds of things. 

Resources: Themselves, talk with friends family, parents to get ideas or memories.  
State Standards :English/Language Arts:  4.4.2,4.4.4,4.4.10-12,4.5.5,4.5.6, 4.6.2,5.4.3,5.48-10, 5.55,5.5.6, 5.6.6,6.4.3,6.4.10-12,6.5.6,6.5.7,6.6.5
-Bring in an object- this can be one that will remind them of their special memories of someone or one they think would remind Henry of something about his grandfather.  The artifact would then be shared with the class along with information about the person and what significance the artifact and person had to the child or how they thought the artifact would relate to the story.

Resources Themselves, book, parents, grandparents various family members maybe
State Standards: English/Language Arts:  4.4.2,4.4.4,4.4.10-12,4.5.5,4.5.6, 4.6.2,5.4.3,5.48-10, 5.55,5.5.6, 5.6.6,6.4.3,6.4.10-12,6.5.6,6.5.7,6.6.5
-Write about a time when you were angry, frustrated, or sad about your family or friends.  This can be something like what happen with Henry or it can be something much simpler.  Include in your writing:  What happen to make you feel the way you did?, How did other people act?, , Was your whole family or set of friends affected or just you?, How did you handle the situation?, Was it handled well or do you think you could have done something to make things better?, What could other people have done differently?, Why did you react the way you did?
Resources: themselves, classmates, class discussion
State Standards: English/Language Arts:  4.4.2,4.4.4,4.4.10-12,4.5.5,4.5.6, 4.6.2,5.4.3,5.48-10, 5.55,5.5.6, 5.6.6,6.4.3,6.4.10-12,6.5.6,6.5.7,6.6.5
-Have students do a quick write about a hard time they were having in their lives.  Have them pick out the main verbs, ideas, feelings etc. take them and write a poem about that time and how they dealt with it. 

Resources: themselves, classmates, discussion
State Standards: 4.1.6, English/Language Arts:  4.4.2,4.4.4,4.4.10-12,4.5.5,4.5.6, 4.6.2,5.4.3,5.48-10, 5.55,5.5.6, 5.6.6,6.4.3,6.4.10-12,6.5.6,6.5.7,6.6.5
Life skills: bullying –When Henry was being bullied by the boys and Carl at different times in the book he dealt with it in different ways.  When he saw that the boys were going to vandalize Mr. Fine’s (Izzy’s Place) place he dealt with that to.  At first he told Mr. Fine that his property was in danger but he did something entirely different when he saw the boys actually at Izzy;s place. This lesson would start with discussion about the specific incidents in the book and how they were handled and how Henry handled the last incident in the book. 
Then we would talk about these four things: What is a bully? How bullies feel (reason they may bully): What they want, What is a victim?  How the victim feels (reasons they may act the way they do): What they want, Solutions to bullying (prevention and coping). 

Students could make class list that answer these questions and then could be asked to make posters or write stories that include all parts of what were discussed.  

Resources: themselves, classmates, various web sites about bullies (www.kidshealth .org), other books, perhaps have the social worker at the school come in to talk to the kids, various books that talk about bullying.( Ex: Why People Bully  (grades 3-4, and 5-6) World Teachers Press Copyright 2003.)
State Standards:  English Language Arts: 4.2.2,4.2.3,4.2.5,4.3.3,4.3.2, 4.4.57,4.5.2,4..5.3, 4.5.6, 5.2.1, 4.2.3,5.3.3, 5.4.2,5.4.3,5.4.4,5.4.5,6.2.3,6.3.2,6.5.6,5.6.8, Health: 4.1.1,4.1.2,.4.1.6,4.3.1,4.3.2,4.3.3,4.4.3,4.5.1,4.5.7,4.5.2,4.5.8,4.5.3,5.5.6,5.5.7,5.1.3, 5.3.2, 5.4.1, 5.5.1, 5.5.2, 5.5.3, 5.5.8, 5.6.1, 6.1.1, 6.1.3, 6.3.1, 6.3.2, 6.4.1, 6.5.1, 6.5.2, .6.5.3, 6.5.4, 6.5.6, 6.5.8
Social Studies/math::

· Research various small towns in Indiana. Things to do, what would be fun , restaurants to eat at etc…Plan your trip to a small town so you would not be bored.
· Research Greenville, IN and the area near there.  This is the town that Henry’s grandmother lived in.  What could be some activities that they could plan so Henry could have more fun?   Make a brochure or write a letter to Henry telling him about the plans you would make if you visited his grandmother. Keep track of the cost of the things you would like to do and how long it would take you to get from Greenville to those activities. 
· Do a road trip-measure the distance and time it would take for Henry and his grandmother to get form the airport in Louisville or Indianapolis to Greenville. Add up the cost of gas.  Think about someplace neat that might be fun to see or do on the way to grandma’s or on the way back to the airport. 

-Draw an Indiana map showing the distance between Indianapolis and Greenville. Show the distance and time it would take.  Show rest stops and various places that might be fun to stop at.

Resources: various web sites (examples:  www.hometoenlocator.org, www.wikepedia.org, www.city-data.com) internet, travel agency such as AAA, encyclopedias both online and not, call up or write to various tourist bureaus, maps, map web sites
State Standards: English Language Arts: 4.2.1,4.2.2,4.2.6,4.4.6,4.4.8,4.5.6,4.6.2 ,5.,2.1,5.2.4 ,5.2.5, 5.5.5, 5.6.6, 6.2.4, 6.4.4,  Math: 4.5.1, 4.5.9, 4.7.1, 4.7.2, 4.7.3, 5.5.7,5.7.1, 5.7.2, 5.7.3, 6.5.1, 6.5.2, 6.7.1,6.7.3, 6.7.4, 6.7.5 Social Studies: 4.3.2, 4.3.4, 5.3.2, 6.3.1
Discussion Questions:

Pre-reading questions:  

1. Have you ever lost someone that was really important to you?  How did that feel?  How did you act? How did the people around you act? 

2. Have you had someone leave your family/ or a family change such as divorce, sister or brother leave for college, someone new move in, grandparent move in or out of the house?  How does this affect different people in the house?  How did this affect you? 

3. Have you ever read other books about children in these types of situations?  How did they respond?

During  reading questions. Chapters 1-7

4. Why is Henry so grouchy about his grandmother picking him up form the airport?

5. What do you think of the way Henry treated his Grandmother?  Why is he acting the way he is?

6. How do you think that Henry’s grandmother is feeling right now?  
7. Why did Henry’s parents send him to Indiana for the summer?  Do you think this was a good idea or a bad one? 

8. When Henry falls from the swing in his grandmother’s back yard, he calls out loud for his Grandpa Jay.  Why do you think Mr. Fine picks this time to talk to Henry?

9. At the end of chapter 5 Henry wrestles with telling Mrs. Fine how miserable he is but changes his mind?  Why do you think he does this and why do you think it is so hard for Henry to tell people how he is feeling? 
10. In chapter 6 Henry wrinkles up his mother’s letter and drops it into the bottom of his book bag because he said all he had were questions she wouldn’t answer.  Do you think it is right for Henry’s parents to not discuss with him what is going on with them and their family?

11. Henry gets really upset with his grandmother on several occasions because he feels that she is treating him like a baby.  Do you think that his grandmother is treating him fairly?  Do you think her rules are reasonable?  Why does she have these rules?

12. At the end of chapter seven Henry heard violin music coming from Izzy’s place.   He stopped and started to imagine his grandfather in the tree waving at him.  The music was sad and reminded Henry of his grandfather.  Mr. Fine’s wife told Henry that it was the way her husband cried.  Henry is not sure he knows what that means.  Do you?

During reading questions: Chapters 8-15
13. Do you think that Henry’s handling of the bullies the Piggly Wiggly was the right way to deal with bullies?  What would have happened had Mr. Fine not shown up?   

14. On page 57, after Mr. Fine took care of the bullies and left, the book said that Henry had more to say to Mr. Fine but had not gotten it out?  What do you suppose Henry wanted to say to Mr. Fine?  

15. Why do you think that Mr. Fine always manages to walk away before Henry feels the conversation is over?

16. In chapter 9 Henry is out talking to Mr. Fine and his father calls on the telephone?  Why do you think that Henry is so reluctant to leave Mr. Fine and go talk to his father?

17. There is a lot of tension between Henry and his grandmother, what do you think is really going on between them?

18. Why is Henry continually rude to Mr. Fine?  Even though it appears that he likes Mr. Fine or is at least trying to figure him out?

19. What do you think of the poems that Henry’s mother send to him? Do you think she is trying to make Henry feel better?  What is Henry’s reaction to them?  Why does he react to them the way he does?  Read them again on pages 4, 42, and 77. 

20. In chapter 13 on page 85, why do you think that Henry is so easily goaded into a fight with Carl? 
During reading chapter 15-end

21. Do you think that Henry’s grandmother overreacted by having Mr. Fine come over and tell Henry to come out of his room?

22. Do you think that her worry over Henry’s state of mind was justified?
23. Why did Henry decide to stay and spend the rest of the summer with his grandmother when up to this point he acted like he never wanted to be there?

24. How will Henry’s behavior and ability to cope with what is happening in his life probably change because of this incident? 

After reading
25. What could have been different of Henry had gone outside that night and had not caught the boys about to vandalize Izzy’s place? 

a. Would Henry have run away?

b. Would he have been able to be friends with Mr. Fine?  

c. Stay with his grandmother the rest of the summer? 

24. What would have been different if Henry had gone back inside and woke his grandmother up when he saw the boys outside Izzy’s place?

25. How are things going to be different this summer for Henry, his grandmother, and Mr. and Mrs. Fine?
Language (Spelling/Vocabulary): 
sympathetically  
pg. 3

paragraph  3

billowing

pg 5


      1
flanked


     7 

                  2

monotony                        7                                   2

suitable                            11                                 2
bellowed                          17                                 7

chipper                            27                                 2

cubicle                             38                                 1
pneumonia                      45                                 4

cascade                           52                                  last

ingenuity                        75                                  2
installation                     78                                  4

pendulum                       83                                  6

ominous                          91                                 10

worshiped                      100                                8

slunk                              103                                1

sympathetically- showing compassion, friendliness, and sensitivity to others.
billowing- to bulge out or swell out

flanked- to move up to the side of something

monotony- boring, same thing over and over

suitable- fitting or appropriate

bellowed- yelled loudly

chipper- happy sometimes fake or forced sounding happiness

cubicle- small space about the size of a bathroom or medium closet in which someone works

pneumonia- a disease like the flu but worse- respiratory

cascade- a number of waterfalls that are steep all in a row- or a number of things that overflow  

                each other in a row   Cascading problems that seem huge

ingenuity- being resourceful

installation- putting something into its proper place- an installation of a motor into a car
pendulum- a hanging weight that swings back and forth – sometime to control a clock 

ominous- threatening

worshiped- to have a lot or very intense adoration or feeling for that are positive

slunk- to move around in a sneaky manner- like a burglar is stealthy and silent as he moves
