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Annotation:

Ten-year-old Henry Stone is going to have a bad summer.  His parents and a child psychologist have decided that Henry should go spend the summer with his grandma in Indiana.  His parents are fighting a lot and are thinking of divorcing.  They think Henry would have a better summer with grandma.  This doesn’t seem to be so since grandma embarrasses Henry thinking he is still a small child and his grandpa has recently died.  Henry spends his days missing grandpa and worrying about his parents.  There is no one his age to play with and three bullies in town are constantly picking on him.  He does enjoy learning to juggle and meeting Mr. Fine, grandma’s neighbor.  Mr. Fine and Henry have a lot in common.  They have both lost someone they love and are still struggling with the anger and sadness associated with this type of loss.  The two become slow friends.

I was expecting the characters to be more fully developed.  I was still waiting for Mr. Fine and Henry to learn some strong life long lessons from one another.  It is an easy read for individual students or for a read aloud to generate some conversation.  I wouldn’t recommend using it for a novel group.

Booktalk: 

        Ten-year old Henry Stone just finished 4th grade and now his life’s a mess.  His parents are fighting and thinking about divorce.  His favorite grandparent, Grandpa Jay, has died and now he’s being sent away to his grandmother’s house for the summer.  Can it get any worse?  But then Henry meets Mr. Fine   and discovers Izzy’s Place.  Could this be the hope of a good summer after all?

Summary:

The story begins with Henry Stone, age 10, leaving his home in New Jersey to go spend the summer with his Grandma Martha in Indiana.  His parents sent him there because they were fighting too much and debating getting a divorce.  Dr. Cohen, a child psychologist, also said it would be good for him.  

When Henry arrives at the airport, his grandma showers him with kisses, hugs, and a smile face balloon.  He is very embarrassed.  When they get to grandma’s house Henry is instantly sad that grandpa is no longer around.  He remembers all of the things he and grandpa used to do like build sandcastles, swing on the wooden swing, play cards, and go cave exploring.  

Soon Henry meets the neighbor, Mr. Fine.  He is an older man who is huge and Henry often says he looks like a giant sloth.  Henry spends his days missing grandpa and trying to learn to juggle.  He also tries to stay away from Carl, Ray and Willie, the three bullies in town. 

Henry has several breakdowns in the story and is often sad and mad at the world.  He develops a special relationship to Mr. Fine who has also lost a loved one, his son.  Mr. Fine often jokes with Henry and tries to cheer him up.  Henry has a late night run in with the bullies, who were trying to vandalize grandma’s house and Izzy’s Place.  This lands him in the hospital unconscious.  Mom and Dad fly in to be with him along with grandma and Mr. Fine.

After Henry recovers he has a decision to make.  Should he stay with grandma for the summer or go home with his parents.  In the end he decides to finish out the summer with grandma.

Read Aloud:

To get students interested in reading the book on their own I think it would be important to read pages 21-23.  This is when Henry first meets Mr. Fine.  Since his relationship with Mr. Fine is so important to the story, this would be a great introduction to the book.

Characters:

Henry Stone: 10 years old, just finished 4th grade, brown hair, thin, is from New Jersey.

Dad:  Is Jewish and owns a rug store.  He is currently having problems with his marriage.

Mom:  Works in a law firm and is going to law school.  She is very busy and is having problems in her marriage.

Grandma Martha- is a sweet woman who just lost her husband.  She owns and works at a jewelry store.

Grandpa Jay: Henry’s favorite grandparent who recently passed away.  He used to play games with Henry, go fishing, and explore caves.

Ernie Fine: Grandma’s neighbor.   He is a teacher.  He is huge, old, and tall.  Henry thinks he looks like a huge sloth.

Louise Fine:  Ernie’s wife who is very ill.

Setting:

*Greenville, Indiana

*June

*Summer vacation

Point of View:

The story is told in 3rd person.

Conflict:

Henry’s parents are fighting and thinking about divorce.  His favorite grandparent, Grandpa Jay, has died.  Now he has to spend a summer with his Grandma Martha.  He is not looking forward to the summer.

Conflict Resolution:

Henry learns through his relationship with Mr. Fine and his grandma how to deal with loss, sadness, and being angry.  He ends up having a great relationship with the two of them and learns that things with his parents are beyond his control.  The best he can do is not give up.

Themes:  

*Family problems

*Death

*Grandparents

*Indiana

Language (spelling, vocabulary):

*corridor p. 3 (a long hall)

*monotony p. 7 (having no variety)

*inherited p. 9 (to receive property)

*persistence p.12 (continuing to endure)

*lanky p. 54 (awkwardly tall and lean)

*frail p. 58 (weak)

*suspenders p. 70 (straps that go over your shoulders to hold up your pants)

*ingenuity p. 75 (being clever)

*ominous p. 91 (threaten)

*stowed p. 102 (to hide away)

*trespassers p. 104 (a person who enters someone’s property without permission)

*unconscious p. 108 (not away of, not awake)

Discussion Questions:

Chapters 1-7:

*Why is Henry going to his grandma’s house for the summer?

*How do you think Henry feels about his grandma?

*How is Henry feeling about his parents?

*Why does Henry miss his grandpa so much?

*Describe the town of Greenville.

*Why did Henry and grandma go to the police station?

*Describe Mr. and Mrs. Fine.

*What new talent is Henry learning to do?

*Where does grandma work?

*How did Henry discover Izzy’s Place?  What is it?

Chapters 8-14:

*How do the teenage boys treat Henry?

*How does Mr. Fine rescue Henry?  How did Henry feel about being rescued?

*What instrument does Mr. Fine play?

*Why are Henry and his grandma arguing so much?

*Why did Henry keep grandma’s doodling picture?

*How did Mr. Fine fix grandma’s car?

*Mr. Fine tried to cheer Henry up with a gift.  Describe the gift.

*In your own words describe the inside of Izzy’s Place.

*How did Mr. Fine finally get Henry to laugh?*Who is Carl Mollenhoffer and why doesn’t Henry like him?

Chapters 15-21:

*Describe Mr. Fine’s dirt collection.  Why does he have it?

*Why is the cabin called Izzy’s Place?

*Describe Henry’s reaction to talking with his mom on the phone.

*What did Henry catch Carl, Ray, and Willie doing?

*What happened to Henry when the boys saw him?

*How did Izzy die?  How is his death related to Mrs. Fine?

*What lesson did Henry learn from the book his dad read to him?

*What get-well gift did Mr. Fine give Henry?  Why do you think he chose that gift?

*After the accident, Henry decides to stay with grandma for the rest of the summer instead of going home with his parents.  Why do you think he decided to stay?

*Do you think Henry’s parents will divorce?

Across Curriculum Connections and Activities:

Language:

Simile/Metaphor lesson:  There are many similes and metaphors in this story.  You can introduce this type of writing by using the examples found on pages 1,4,15,21,32,34, and 36.  Once your students know what they are looking for they can find other examples throughout the book.

Poems:  Mom wrote poems and grandpa wrote songs.  Your students can try their hand at writing a poem or song to Henry.

Science:  

Research Juniper or Sycamore trees using the following website.

http://www.2020site.org/trees/sycamore.html (sycamore)

http://www.rook.org/earl/bwca/nature/shrubs/juniperuscom.html (juniper)

Social Studies:

Students can draw a map of the town of Greenville by using the information on page 15.

Students can label a United States map with New Jersey and Greenville, Indiana.   They could find out how many miles apart the two states are. 

Indiana State Standards Related to 4th  - 6th Grade:  Language Arts

	
	Standard 1: READING: Word Recognition, Fluency, and Vocabulary Development

	
	Students understand the basic features of words. They see letter patterns and know how to translate them into spoken language by using phonics (an understanding of the different letters that make different sounds), syllables, and word parts (un-, re-, -est, -ful), and context clues (the meaning of the text around a word). They apply this knowledge to achieve fluent (smooth and clear) oral and silent reading.

	
	Vocabulary and Concept Development

	4.1.2
	Apply knowledge of synonyms (words with the same meaning), antonyms (words with opposite meaning), homographs (words that are spelled the same but have different meanings), and idioms (expressions that cannot be understood just by knowing the meanings of the words in the expressions, such as couch potato) to determine the meaning of words and phrases.

	4.1.3
	Use knowledge of root words (nation, national, nationality) to determine the meaning of unknown words within a passage.

	4.1.4
	Use common roots (meter = measure) and word parts (therm = heat) derived from Greek and Latin to analyze the meaning of complex words (thermometer).

	4.1.6
	Distinguish and interpret words with multiple meanings (quarters) by using context clues (the meaning of the text around a word).

	
	Standard 2: READING: Reading Comprehension

	
	Students read and understand grade-level-appropriate material. They use a variety of comprehension strategies, such as asking and responding to essential questions, making predictions, and comparing information from several sources to understand what is read. The selections in the Indiana Reading List illustrate the quality and complexity of the materials to be read by students. At Grade 4, in addition to regular classroom reading, students read a variety of grade-level-appropriate narrative (story), and expository (informational and technical) texts, including classic and contemporary literature, poetry, magazines, newspapers, reference materials, and online information.

	
	Comprehension and Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text

	4.2.2.
	Use appropriate strategies when reading for different purposes.

	4.2.3
	Make and confirm predictions about text by using prior knowledge and ideas presented in the text itself, including illustrations, titles, topic sentences, important words, foreshadowing clues (clues that indicate what might happen next) and direct quotations.

	4.2.4
	Evaluate new information and hypotheses (statements of theories or assumptions) by testing them against known information and ideas.

	4.2.6
	Distinguish between cause and effect and between fact and opinion in informational text.

	
	Standard 3: READING: Literary Response and Analysis

	
	Students read and respond to a wide variety of significant works of children's literature. They identify and discuss the characters, theme (the main idea of a story), plot (what happens in a story), and the setting (where a story takes place) of stories that they read. The selections in the Indiana Reading List illustrate the quality and complexity of the materials to be read by students.

	
	Structural Features of Literature

	4.3.1
	Describe the differences of various imaginative forms of literature, including fantasies, fables, myths, legends, and fairy tales.

	
	Narrative Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text

	4.3.2
	Identify the main events of the plot, including their causes and the effects of each event on future actions, and the major theme from the story action.

	4.3.3
	Use knowledge of the situation, setting, and a character's traits, motivations, and feelings to determine the causes for that character's actions.

	4.3.4
	Compare and contrast tales from different cultures by tracing the adventures of one character type. Tell why there are similar tales in different cultures.


	
	Standard 1: READING: Word Recognition, Fluency, and Vocabulary Development

	
	Students use their knowledge of word parts and word relationships, as well as context clues (the meaning of the text around a word), to determine the meaning of specialized vocabulary and to understand the precise meaning of grade-level-appropriate words.

	
	Vocabulary and Concept Development

	5.1.2
	Use word origins to determine the meaning of unknown words.

	5.1.3
	Understand and explain frequently used synonyms (words with the same meaning), antonyms (words with opposite meaning), and homographs (words that are spelled the same but have different meanings).

	5.1.4
	Know less common roots (graph = writing, logos = the study of) and word parts (auto = self, bio = life) from Greek and Latin and use this knowledge to analyze the meaning of complex words (autograph, autobiography, biography, biology).

	5.1.5
	Understand and explain the figurative use of words in similes (comparisons that use like or as: The stars were like a million diamonds in the sky.) and metaphors (implied comparisons: The stars were brilliant diamonds in the night sky.).

	
	Standard 2: READING: Reading Comprehension (Focus on Informational Materials)

	
	Students read and understand grade-level-appropriate material. They describe and connect the essential ideas, arguments, and perspectives of the text by using their knowledge of text structure, organizations, and purpose. The selections in the Indiana Reading List illustrate the quality and complexity of the materials to be read by students. At Grade 5, in addition to regular classroom reading, students read a variety of grade-level-appropriate narrative (story) and expository (informational and technical) text, including classic and contemporary literature, poetry, magazines, newspapers, reference materials, and online information.

	
	Structural Features of Informational and Technical Materials

	5.2.2
	Analyze text that is organized in sequential or chronological order.

	
	Comprehension and Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text

	5.2.3
	Recognize main ideas presented in texts, identifying and assessing evidence that supports those ideas.

	5.2.4
	Draw inferences, conclusions, or generalizations about text and support them with textual evidence and prior knowledge.

	
	Expository (Informational) Critique

	5.2.5
	Distinguish among facts, supported inferences, and opinions in text.

	
	Standard 3: READING: Literary Response and Analysis

	
	Students read and respond to grade-level-appropriate historically or culturally significant works of literature. They begin to find ways to clarify the ideas and make connections between literary works. The selections in the Indiana Reading List illustrate the quality and complexity of the materials to be read by students.

	
	Structural Features of Literature

	5.3.1
	Identify and analyze the characteristics of poetry, drama, fiction, and nonfiction and explain the appropriateness of the literary forms chosen by an author for a specific purpose.

	
	Narrative Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text

	5.3.2
	Identify the main problem or conflict of the plot and explain how it is resolved.

	5.3.3
	Contrast the actions, motives, and appearances of characters in a work of fiction and discuss the importance of the contrasts to the plot or theme.

	5.3.4
	Understand that theme refers to the central idea or meaning of a selection and recognize themes, whether they are implied or stated directly.

	5.3.5
	Describe the function and effect of common literary devices, such as imagery, metaphor, and symbolism.

	
	Symbolism: the use of an object to represent something else; for example, a dove might symbolize peace.

	
	Imagery: the use of language to create vivid pictures in the reader's mind.

	
	Metaphor: an implied comparison in which a word or phrase is used in place of another, such as He was drowning in money.                                                                                                                            

	
	Literary Criticism

	5.3.6
	Evaluate the meaning of patterns and symbols that are found in myth and tradition by using literature from different eras and cultures.

	5.3.7
	Evaluate the author's use of various techniques to influence readers' perspectives.

	
	Standard 1: READING: Word Recognition, Fluency, and Vocabulary Development

	
	Students use their knowledge of word parts and word relationships, as well as context clues (the meaning of the text around a word), to determine the meaning of specialized vocabulary and to understand the precise meaning of grade-level-appropriate words.

	
	Vocabulary and Concept Development

	6.1.2
	Identify and interpret figurative language (including similes, comparisons that use like or as, and metaphors, implied comparisons) and words with multiple meanings.

	6.1.3
	Recognize the origins and meanings of frequently used foreign words in English and use these words accurately in speaking and writing.

	6.1.4
	Understand unknown words in informational texts by using word, sentence, and paragraph clues to determine meaning.

	6.1.5
	Understand and explain slight differences in meaning in related words.

	
	Standard 2: READING: Reading Comprehension (Focus on Informational Materials)

	
	Students read and understand grade-level-appropriate material. They describe and connect the essential ideas, arguments, and perspectives of the text by using their knowledge of text structure, organizations, and purpose. The selections in the Indiana Reading List illustrate the quality and complexity of the materials to be read by students. At Grade 6, in addition to regular classroom reading, students read a variety of grade-level-appropriate narrative (story) and expository (informational and technical) texts, including classic and contemporary literature, poetry, magazines, newspapers, reference materials, and online information.

	
	Comprehension and Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text

	6.2.3
	Connect and clarify main ideas by identifying their relationship to multiple sources and related topics.

	6.2.4
	Clarify an understanding of texts by creating outlines, notes, diagrams, summaries or reports.

	6.2.5
	Follow multiple-step instructions for preparing applications.

	
	Standard 3: READING: Literary Response and Analysis

	
	Students read and respond to grade-level-appropriate historically or culturally significant works of literature that reflect and enhance their study of history and social science. They clarify the ideas and connect them to other literary works. The selections in the Indiana Reading List illustrate the quality and complexity of the materials to be read by students.

	
	Structural Features of Literature

	6.3.1
	Identify different types (genres) of fiction and describe the major characteristics of each form.

	
	Narrative Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text

	6.3.2
	Analyze the effect of the qualities of the character on the plot and the resolution of the conflict.

	6.3.3
	Analyze the influence of the setting on the problem and its resolution.

	6.3.4
	Define how tone and meaning are conveyed in poetry through word choice, figurative language, sentence structure, line length, punctuation, rhythm, alliteration (repetition of sounds, such as wild and wooly or threatening throngs), and rhyme.

	6.3.5
	Identify the speaker and  recognize the difference between first-person (the narrator tells the story from the "I" perspective) and third-person (the narrator tells the story from an outside perspective) narration.

	6.3.6
	Identify and analyze features of themes conveyed through characters, actions, and images.

	6.3.7
	Explain the effects of common literary devices, such as symbolism, imagery, or metaphor, in a variety of fictional and nonfictional text.

	
	Symbolism: the use of an object to represent something else; for example, a dove might symbolize peace.

	
	Imagery: the use of language to create vivid pictures in the reader's mind.

	
	Metaphor: an implied comparison in which a word or phrase is used in place of another, such as He was drowning in money.                                                                                                                            

	
	Literary Criticism

	6.3.8
	Critique the believability of characters and the degree to which a plot is believable or realistic.


Indiana State Standards Related to 4th grade Reading: Literary Response and Analysis

4.3.5 Define figurative language, such as similes, metaphors, hyperbole, or personification, and identify its use in literary works.

*Simile: a comparison that uses like or as

*Metaphor: an implied comparison

*Hyperbole: an exaggeration for effect

*Personification: a description that represents a thing as a person

Indiana State Standards Related to 4th Grade: Social Studies

4.3.2 Estimate distances between two places on a map, using a scale of miles, and use cardinal* and intermediate* directions when referring to relative location.

4.3.4
Locate Indiana on a map of the United States; indicate the state capital, major cities, and rivers in Indiana; and be able to place these on a blank map of the state.

5.3.2         Name and locate states, major cities, major regions, major rivers, and mountain      

                  ranges in the United States.

6.3.1
Explain the components of most maps (title, scale, legend, grid, and projection). Compare different map types (topographic, thematic, etc.) and different map projections, and explain the appropriate use for each.

Indiana State Standards for Science:

Interdependence of Life and Evolution

4.4.2
Investigate, observe, and describe that insects and various other organisms depend on dead plant and animal material for food.

4.4.3
Observe and describe that organisms interact with one another in various ways, such as providing food, pollination, and seed dispersal.

4.4.4
Observe and describe that some source of energy is needed for all organisms to stay alive and grow.

4.4.5
Observe and explain that most plants produce far more seeds than those that actually grow into new plants.

4.4.6
Explain how in all environments, organisms are growing, dying, and decaying, and new organisms are being produced by the old ones.

5.4.4
Explain that in any particular environment, some kinds of plants and animals survive well, some do not survive as well, and some cannot survive at all.

5.4.5
Explain how changes in an organism’s habitat are sometimes beneficial and sometimes harmful.

5.4.6
Recognize and explain that most microorganisms do not cause disease and many are beneficial. 

5.4.7
Explain that living things, such as plants and animals, differ in their characteristics, and that sometimes these differences can give members of these groups (plants and animals) an advantage in surviving and reproducing.

Interesting Facts:


*Born in Edison, New Jersey in 1954.


*Born two hours after his twin sister Madelyn.


*Went to Brandeis University majoring in English.  He also played the piano, played basketball, and took theater classes.


*Loved acting so he moved to New York and acted in Off Off Broadway shows.


*Has written plays for Broadway.


*Has a master’s degree from New York University in journalism.  


*Married with two children and lives in Madison, Wisconsin.


*In 1999 he received his teaching certificate and is now a 5th grade teacher as well as an author.


Web Address: (Biography) http://webpages.charter.net/mkornblatt/


Email Address: http://webpages.charter.net/mkornblatt/


Other Books by this Author:


*Mission to World War II      *Cricket


 *Understanding Buddy                                           *Time Machine


*Time Traveler


*The Search for Sidney’s Smile


*Eli and the Dimplemeyers











