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	About the Author:

(Interesting facts, etc)
	Grew up in western New York with a mom, a dad, and two crazy brothers.  They kept stray dogs and cats, as well as rodents.  She has undergraduate degrees in mathematics, education, and painting, and a graduate degree in studio art. She is an assistant professor of art and design but used to work as an education coordinator for Head Start.  She lives in Iowa in a small town much like that in Ida B. She has four cats, including one named Lulu, who is featured as a character in Ida B. 
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	Web Address:
	http://www.katherinehannigan.com


	E-Mail:

Mailing Address:
	Katherine Hannigan

c/o Greenwillow Books

HarperCollins Publishing

1350 Avenue of the Americas

New York, New York 1019



	Picture:
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	Connection to the Book:
	Katherine feels that Ida B. has the life she would have liked to have lived.  The story was influenced by Katherine’s move to the Midwest and love for the country, the open spaces, the woods, and the friendly people.  She also likes people who, like Ida B., have a little spunk and “punkishness” to them. 

	Other books by this author:
	This is her first novel.


	Annotation:
	Ida B. likes to talk to trees.  In fact, they have really been the only friends she’s ever had, being an only child who’s been home-schooled all her life.  Ida enjoys living in a perfect little world of the orchard her parents run, and nothing is going to change it.  But the trees begin to warn her of hard times. Her mother gets sick, and Ida must return to traditional school.  With her perfect world crumbling around her every day, Ida is convinced that her idyllic life in the orchard will be gone forever. She begins to make life miserable for herself and everyone else, and only the support of a loving and patient teacher can bring her back to the happy, free-spirited girl she once was.
While the character of Ida seems to come from the pages of a tall tale (or is it just that girls like Ida don’t come around too often?), she still seems, for the most part, believable.  Contrary to what other readers might think, her self-absorption in the face of her mother’s cancer could be just a defense mechanism against the hurt she’s feeling for her – not a true lack of compassion.  In general, Katherine Hannigan has crafted a good first novel with plenty of figurative language and beautifully painted emotions and scenes that are ripe for teaching writing.  The natural setting of the book will also lend itself to wonderful science activities in recycling and preservation. 


	Booktalk:
	Have you ever wondered what it would be like not to go to school each day like we do here at __________________?  What would it be like to go to school at home with your mom or dad?  Well, such is the life for Ida B. Applewood, a fourth grader whose only friends are the trees in her family’s apple orchard and her dog named Rufus.  Ida doesn’t feel alone, though.  She’s perfectly happy with life as it is, but then her mom is diagnosed with cancer.  Ida’s dad must start selling parts of their land for money, and worse yet…Ida must return to public school, something she has dreaded all of her life. Does Ida survive?  How?  Read Ida B. and Her Plans to Maximize Fun, Avoid Disaster, and (Possibly) Save the World.  Ida may be out to save the world, but can she save herself?



	Characters:
	Name & Age:
	Relationship to other characters:
	Personality traits:

	
	Ida B. – 10 (4th grader)
	Only daughter of 
	Very smart, introspective, clever, moody, tough

	
	Mrs. Applewood
	Ida’s mom, who is diagnosed with cancer
	Warm, intelligent, exasperated, tired


	
	Mrs. Washington
	Ida’s first real teacher when returning to school
	Warm, giving, intelligent, 

	
	Mr. Applewood
	Ida’s dad
	Busy, warm, exasperated

	
	Claire DeLuna
	Ida’s classmate and new neighbor, upon whom she takes out her frustration
	Popular, good-hearted, understanding


	Conflict:
	Ida B. has been home-schooled and safe among her family and nature, but when her mom is diagnosed with cancer, she must return to school and face the changes she wants to avoid.

	
	


	Conflict Resolution:
	She meets Mrs. W., whose warmth and knowing helps her to understand her feelings about what is happening.  She learns to face her new challenges and learn from them.


	Genre:
	Realistic fiction


	You’ll love these:
	Same genre / interest level:
	Because of Winn-Dixie by Kate DiCamillo
A Corner of the Universe by Ann Martin

The Graduation of Jake Moon by Barbara Park

What Would Joey Do? By Jack Gantos

Apples To Oregon by Deborah Hopkinson
My Side of the Mountain, Jean Craighead George

Julie of the Wolves, Jean Craighead George

The Yearling, Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings

Watership Down, Richard Adams

Incident at Hawk’s Hill, Allan W. Eckert

Abel’s Island, William Steig



	
	By same author:
	Ida B. was her first novel


	Interest level / reading level:
	From Follett Library Resources
	  Reading grade level: 6.3 Follett Library Resources

Interest grade level: 3-6 Follett Library Resources

	
	
	


	Read-aloud pages/passage:
	Chapter and page #:
	Description of action:

	
	Chapter 2: Pp. 8 – 16
	Ida is talking to her tree friends and they warn her of hard times to come, foreshadowing the story’s conflict.

	
	Chapter 9: Pp.65-68
	Ida finds out her mother has cancer.


	
	Chapter 11
	Ida learns that she must return to school.


	Setting:
	Lawson’s Grove, Wisconsin on a large wooded property, including an apple orchard


	Summary:
	Ida B. loves her simple life playing in the woods, talking to the trees, inventing ways to save time, and walking her dog.  Home-schooled since she was born, she learns what she needs on her own and has developed an intelligence and independence beyond her years.  It is her lack of experience in the real world that shatters her illusions and brings her to a deep depression, especially when her mother is diagnosed with cancer.  Her father has to sell some of the orchard to save money, and Ida has to return to public school.  She doesn’t want to accept these changes and vehemently fights them, alienating herself from her family as well as her classmates.  The warmth and understanding of a supportive teacher helps her to overcome her fear of change and accept where life has taken her.  She is finally able to face reality and love both its joys and its sorrows.


	Point of View:
	First person through the main character, Ida


	Theme:
	Change can sometimes be the best thing for us.  The subtitle for Ida B. explains what motivates Ida.  She is not interested in adapting to any “new” worlds, she wants them to adapt to her’s.  Obviously, this can’t happen, and she learns to see the good in that, even though she has to go through some trying and not-so-fun times to learn this.


	Across the Curriculum Connections:

	Subject:
	Suggested Activities:
	Resources:

	Language Arts
	Explore the world of figurative language by describing what each simile from the story means.
	Simile Activity Worksheet:

http://teacher.scholastic.com/lessonplans/bookfairs/currconnection/downloads/cc_ida_b.pdf


	
	
	

	Language Arts
	Compare and contrast Ida B. with the picture book Apples To Oregon.  How are the characters’ attitude towards trees and life the same?  Different?  Create a venn diagram to reflect the discussion.
	Apples To Oregon by Deborah Hopkinson
Ida B.

	Social Studies/Geography
	Locate Wisconsin and research what types of trees would grow in that state
	These resources are available free from home and school for Carmel-Clay students and parents:

http://Maps101.com
http://go-kids.grolier.com/ 



	Science
	Every copy of Ida B. has been printed on 100% recycled paper that has done many things to help the environment. Have students research and discuss why paper needs to be recycled.  Have them start a campaign to recycle or reduce waste in their school.  
	Last page of the book Ida B.
Katherine Hannigan’s web info: http://webcontent.harpercollins.com/text/essays/hannigan/savingtrees.doc. 

	Science
	Discuss this quote from the story: “We don’t own the earth. We are the earth’s caretakers.” Have students read about a day in the life of author Katherine Hannigan, who is an avid recycler and environmentalist and also visit a website where they can analyze their family’s lifestyle to see where they stand in terms of being “environmentally-friendly.” Then have students analyze a day in their lives: What changes could they make to help the environment?  In addition to individual journals, have students develop a poster, Power Point, or commercial to be displayed in the school or broadcast on the morning announcements.
	“A Day in the Life of Katherine Hannigan” Web Info:  http://webcontent.harpercollins.com/text/essays/hannigan/howilive.doc
Ecological Footprint Quiz
http://www.myfootprint.org/
“What You Can Do” : Katherine Hannigan Web Info: http://webcontent.harpercollins.com/text/essays/hannigan/whatyoucando.doc


	Science
	Have students plan ways to purchase and plant trees on the school property.  Trees could also be planted in memory of various school employees or even family members, if appropriate.  Local nurseries may donate trees.  Visit the website to the right for tree information and also local area resources for tree planting.

	WTHR’s “Plant a Tree” Coverage:

http://www.wthr.com/Global/story.asp?S=4938392



	Language Arts
	Write a letter to Katherine Hannigan complete with questions and comments about the book.  Use proper letter-writing techniques when doing so.
	Katherine Hannigan

c/o Greenwillow Books

HarperCollins Publishing

1350 Avenue of the Americas

New York, New York 10019



	Activities:
	Group Size
	Description:

	Class Superheroes
	Individual/small group
	Ida called herself “Superhero Deluxe, Friend of the Downtrodden”. Her wild imagination had her believing she could change the world by using magical powers like the superheroes on TV and in books.  On their own or in groups students create their own personal superhero and present to the class.  

	Home-School: Pros and Cons
	Whole class or small group
	Discuss or research the pros and cons of home-schooling.  Many students today know someone personally who is home-schooled.  If time, divide class into small groups who will be responsible for either side of the argument and provide details and evidence for their “case”.  This could even be turned into a “court case” or debate with each side defending their points.

	The New Kid
	Individual
	Have students write a journal entry in which they imagine (or use real experiences) that they are the new kid in school.  What was their first day like?  Have them use descriptive, sensory words to paint a picture of what they felt, saw, heard, etc.  Use this as a springboard for a class discussion on welcoming new students to your school.  

	Apple Tasting
	Whole class
	Katherine Hannigan creatively uses different apple types as names for characters in her novel.  Have an “apple tasting” in celebration of Ida’s orchard.  Assign students types of apples (Washington, McIntosh, Fiji, etc.) to bring in for the tasting.  Visit http://www.bestapples.com/varieties/index.html to learn more about the many varieties of apples.  Have students write a journal entry or short paragraph describing the different types of apples in terms of smell, taste, look, and feel.



	Discussion Questions:
(adapted from “Reading Guides” at www.katherinehannigan.com)

	Question

	Type of Question

	Pre-Reading:
	1. Looking at the cover for reference, where do you think this book takes place? 
2. Discuss the subtitle of the book.  What does it tell us about Ida B.’s character before we even meet her?
3. Explain what similes are and have students listen for them as you read aloud.
4. Ask students if they have ever undergone struggles that they never thought they would get through…then ask them if they learned anything from them.
	

	Post-reading:
	1. Why do you think Ida B had apple trees as friends to talk to and not real friends?

2. Ida did not choose to deal with her anger in a healthy way.  How could we deal with our anger differently than she did?  Use some examples from your own experiences.
3. Ida was friends with the Earth.  Are you?  Are there ways we could become more bonded with the world around us?  Do you think it’s true that if we care for it, it will care for us back?

4. One of Ida B's beliefs is that "good plans are the best way to maximize fun, avoid disaster, and possibly, save the world" (page 38). What situations in the book illustrate that she acts on this belief? Does her planning achieve the goals she expects? Why or why not?  Does this always work for her?  What does she learn about such plans?  Is there one event that changes her attitude towards life?  


	

	First 1/3 of book:
	1. At the beginning of the story, who seem to be Ida’s only friends?  Why is this so?  Does Ida seem happy and content with this? Do you think it’s healthy for her?

2. Explain foreshadowing to students.  What examples of foreshadowing are found in the first few chapters?

3. The first time she goes to public school, Ida B tells her mama that it has "Too many rules and not enough time for fun" (page 50). And she describes school as "that particular Place of Slow but Sure Body-Cramping, Mind-Numbing, Fun-Killing Torture" (page 58). Do you agree with Ida?  How does Ida B's attitude toward school make it difficult for her to be herself when she goes back to public school four years later?

4. Ida B believes that nature talks to her and even calls to her if she doesn’t visit the trees or brook often enough.  How does this belief affect what she does?  Does it help her in any way? 


	

	Second 1/3 of book:
	1. How does her mom’s cancer diagnosis affect Ida?  How do we know?  What does she do to try and adapt to her new circumstances?
2. Ida enters a state of depression and anger, refusing to talk to her parents after her dad sells their land and makes her return to school.  Is this OK to do?  Would you do the same (or have you) with your parents?  Is this reaction effective?  Did it get Ida what she wanted?
3. Sometimes parents yell when they’re mad, even if they don’t normally do so.  Ida’s dad does this.  Is this ever right for a parent to do?  Why or why not?
4. Ida makes the following vow when she is made to go back to school: "All right, Daddy . . . I'll do what you say. I'll go back to Ernest B. Lawson Elementary School. But I won't like it. I won't like the people who buy the land, and I won't like my teacher, or the kids in my class, or the ride on the bus. And I won't like you or Mama, either" (page 88). Does Ida B keep her vow? Who is hurt most by this vow? Why?
5. On two occasions Ida B says to her daddy, “I think the earth takes care of us" (pages 32, 244). What does Ida B mean by this statement?

	

	Last 1/3 of book:
	1. Describe Ida B's teacher, Ms. Washington.  Is she smart?  How so?  How do her choices as a teacher affect the outcome of Ida’s experience at school?  How does she finally break through to Ida?

2. How does Ida B. finally make friends with other students?  What is her relationship with Ronnie like?  Why is she so reluctant to make friends with others?
3. Ida does not want new neighbors on their land. Why is this?  What does she do to run them off? Does it work?
4. Why was it so hard for Ida to apologize to Claire? What do you think Ida B means when she says "Apologizing is like spring-cleaning" (page 222)?

5. After Ida B makes her rounds and apologizes to all those she had hurt by being mean, her attitude changes. Do Ida B's actions change as a result of her softer heart?

6. Ida B finally understands that the "land and the mountain and the trees and the stars . . . weren't mine at all, and never would be. But in some ways they'd always belong to me, and I couldn't imagine not belonging to them" (page 245). How would you explain what Ida B means by that?


	


	Language (spelling/vocabulary):
	Term
	Definition

	
	forbearance
	patience

	
	discreetly
	using self-control

	
	McIntosh
	A type of apple

	
	Maximize
	To increase or make as great as possible

	
	Vivacious
	Full of life

	
	Dismemberment
	To divide into pieces

	
	Tribulations
	Struggles

	
	Deteriorating
	Wearing down

	
	Mortification
	A feeling of shame or humiliation

	
	Discretion
	Using careful management

	
	Retaliation
	To get back at or defend


	Indiana Standards met by novel content:
	

	English/Language Arts:
	4.2.2; 4.2.3; 4.2.4; 4.2.6; 4.3.2; 4.3.3; 
5.2.2; 5.2.3; 5.2.4; 5.2.5; 5.3.1; 5.3.2; 5.3.3; 5.3.4; 5.3.5; 5.3.7; 
6.1.4; 6.2.3; 6.2.4; 6.2.5; 6.3.1; 6.3.2; 6.3.3; 6.3.4; 6.3.5; 6.3.6; 6.3.7; 6.3 8

	Math:
	

	Science:
	4.1.9; 
5.1.6; 5.4.5

6.3.13; 6.3.16

	Social Studies:
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