Novel Resource 3 

By:  Missy Alexander
	Title:
	Ida B…and her plans to Maximize Fun, Avoid Disaster, and (Possibly) Save the World

	Author:
	Katherine Hannigan

	Publisher:
	Greenwillow Books,an imprint of Harper Collins Publishers

	Copyright Date:
	2004


	About the Author:

(Interesting facts, etc)
	Ida B… is Katherine Hannigan’s only book. She grew up loving stray cats and dogs and still today has cats that live with her. 

	Web Address:
	www.katherinehannigan.com

	E-Mail:

Mailing Address:
	N/A

	Picture:
	[image: image1.png]




	Connection to the Book:
	She now lives in a tiny town in northeastern Iowa that’s surrounded by woods and hills and fields. This explains why she bases Ida B and her family in a spacious woods surrounded by animals.

	Other books by this author:
	N/A


	Annotation:
	  This book is a slow starting and at times a slow moving novel. It revolves around fourth grader Ida B. Applewood and her desire to play outside all day and be home schooled by her mom. Ida B. learns a big lesson in change when her mother becomes sick and she has to go back to school. This book shows a somewhat unrealistic portrayal of school life and home schooling life. The bigger themes of family life and nature really come through and are important to the plot of the story. 


	Book talk:
	  This novel will constantly keep you on your toes, following Ida B. through her adventure in the woods, to her disaster of a time in school, to the traumatizing realization of a sickness that can truly change one’s life. Ida B., who has been home schooled her whole life has just learned she has to go to school. She will be leaving behind the trees and the river and going to a place she despises. She will take out her anger on the two people she loves most. Read this book to find out if Ida learns her lesson or if she teaches a lesson to those people in her life she believes betrayed her. 


	Characters:
	Name & Age:
	Relationship to other characters:
	Personality traits:

	
	Ida B. Applewood, 4th grade
	Main character, entire story is based around Ida B, her adventures and her feelings
	Stubborn, loving, determined

	
	Mama
	Mother to Ida B, gets sick and story slightly shares her feelings in this whole journey
	Happy, pleaser, family oriented

	
	Daddy
	Father to Ida B., has to be the one to break the news to her that she will be going back to school 
	Disciplinarian, stern, nature lover


	Conflict:
	Ida B.’s mom gets sick, and they can no longer home school her, therefore she will have to go back to school, a place she despises. Also they are cutting down part of her woods to build new houses.


	Conflict Resolution:
	She finds out school is not so bad, she loves to read, she makes friends, and her mama and daddy plant new trees for her to befriend and love. 


	Genre:
	Animals and Nature, Family Story, Friendship, School Stories


	You’ll love these:
	Same genre / interest level:
	Charlotte’s Web, Bridge to Terabithia, By the Shores of Silver Lake

	
	By same author:
	N/A


	Interest level / reading level:
	From www.perma-bound.com:
	5.3/4.7

	
	
	


	Read-aloud pages/passage:
	Chapter and page #:
	Description of action:

	
	Ch. 1 Page 3
	“Daddy” I said, and I waited till he was looking at me before I went on. “Yes, Ida B, “he answered turning toward me. And staring right into his eyeballs I told him, “There is never enough time for fun.” This passage describes very clearly how Ida B feels about life, she is all about having fun and playing and in this quote she is making it very clear to her father about that.

	
	Ch. 12 Page 87
	“But as I cried, my heart was being transformed. It was getting smaller and smaller in my chest and hardening up like a rock.” Sickness and Change are big themes in children’s worlds and this quote sums up how a child might feel betrayed and hurt when something drastically changes in their lives.

	
	Ch. 30 Page 229
	“I am sorry I kicked you. I am sorry I was mean. I am just so sorry, “ I said right into the old tree trunk. This quote was after everyone and everything took a severe lashing from Ida B…and it goes to show how hard it is to say you are sorry but how right it is to say it.


	Setting:
	The setting of this book is on a many acre forest where there are tons of trees, a river that runs through it , and a big farm house. It takes place during the school year.


	Summary:
	  The title of this book really sums up the entire novel. Ida B., free spirit, nature’s communicator, and possibly the forests savior inspires you in this tale of determination and love. When Ida B. Applewood sets her mind to something she is determined to stick to it. Her day consists of the same breakfast and the same lunch and tons of adventure. Along with her dog, Rufus, Ida explores the woods, talks to the trees and the river and sends messages to Canada via stick rafts she has made. Ida’s mama and daddy home schooled her and that was just the way she liked it, so when her mama found out she had cancer and could no longer home school Ida, things turned bad, very bad.
    Ida hated organized schooling; she went when she was in kindergarten for 5 days and despised every second of it. She hated how the teacher wouldn’t call her Ida B., and she hated the rules, and all the secretiveness by the teacher so she left and hoped to never return. 

  She had her mind and heart set that day her daddy told her she had to go back, she would not like it nor would she like her mama and daddy anymore. But to Ida’s dismay she did like it. She liked Ms. Washington, her teacher, and she liked Ronnie, the little boy she helped in math, and boy did she love to read those adventure books. As if being sent to school wasn’t enough Ida also learned that her parents would have to sell off some of their land and it would become houses, she had to do something, so she created a plan. She looked up the worst possible disasters and creatures and posted signs claiming they were in the area. This didn’t help, people just thought these signs were amusing. 

  Ida’s heart finally gave in, she grew her own orchard, learned to love school, made friends, and continued to have crazy adventures as Ms. Ida B. Applewood.


	Point of View:
	The story is told in first person.


	Theme:
	Family Life, Sickness, Change, Nature


	Across the Curriculum Connections:

	Subject:
	Suggested Activities:
	Resources:

	Science
	Plant some trees see what different kinds of plant food works best for them, make notes on what kinds grow fastest and why you think that
	 Local horticulturist
Feed Store
Science Book

	Math
	Charting the growth of these plants
	Math Book, graph paper

	Art
	Draw pictures of the disasters and creatures Ida B. created to keep people out
	Novel, markers, crayons, imagination


	Activities:
	Group Size
	Description:

	Language Arts/ Persuasive speeches
	2 to 3 students
	Have students prepare persuasive speeches telling why they think Ida B. shouldn’t have to go back to school. Students will be giving the speech as if they were Ida B. giving it to her parents. Make sure to include details. The students will also prepare a speech given to Ida B. from her parents point of view persuading and telling her why she should go to school, include details for their side as well.

	Favorite Part Plays
	4 to 5 students
	In groups students should pick out some of their favorite parts of the book, they then have to create a dialogue (could be in the book or more in depth than the book provided) and act out those plays. Their dialogue should pertain to that section of the book, and the audience should be able to guess what part the performers are acting out.

	Write a letter
	Individually
	Ida B. was famous for sending messages down the river hoping they reached Canada. Research the answers to her questions she was asking and write a letter back to her as if you lived in Canada and received her letter. Make sure the students use proper letter writing form.

	
	
	


	Discussion Questions:
	Question
	Type of Question

	Pre-Reading:
	If you had to make a plan to maximize fun, avoid disaster, and possibly save the world, what would it be?
Is it possible for one person to save the world, why or why not?
	Predicting
Analyzing

	Post-reading:
	How does change and sickness play a huge role in this book, tell about a time in your life when change and sickness has affected you?
What do you think about Ms. Washington, use 5 descriptive words when discussing her?
	Understanding
Extending



	First 1/3 of book:
	The trees told Ida that her life is going to change, what do you think is going to happen?
How do you think Ida hears the trees and the river?
	Predicting
Cause and effect

	Second 1/3 of book:
	What did Ida do that was so mean?
Who was Ronnie and why was he so important to the story?
	Comprehension
Understanding

	Last 1/3 of book:
	Do you think Ms. Washington has really has a situation like Ida B.s?
Why do you think Ida’s mama and daddy didn’t yell at her and make her talk to them about school?
	Comprehension
Cause and effect


	Language (spelling/vocabulary):
	Term
	Definition

	
	caretaker
	One that temporarily performs the duties of an office

	
	mortification
	A feeling of shame, humiliation, or wounded pride

	
	liberation
	The act or process of trying to achieve equal rights and status

	
	disaster
	a state of extreme (usually irremediable) ruin and misfortune;

	
	
	

	
	
	


	Indiana Standards met by novel content:
	

	English/Language Arts:
	4.1.1, 4.2.1, 4.2.2, 4.2.3, 4.2.6, 4.3.2, 4.3.3, 4.4.1, 4.4.7, 5.1.1, 5.2.1, 5.2.2, 6.1.1, 6.2.1, 6.2.2

	Math:
	4.2.9, 5.2.4, 5.2.6, 6.2.3

	Science:
	4.4.2, 4.4.7, 5.1.3, 5.2.3, 6.4.2, 6.1.3

	Social Studies:
	4.1.9. 4.1.11, 4.1.12. 5.2.10, 6.1.18, 6.1.19
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