NOVEL RESOURCE #2
AMANDA GRAY
06-20-06

Ida B….and Her Plans to Maximize Fun, Avoid Disaster, and (Possibly) Save the World by Katherine Hannigan
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About the Author 

· Katherine Hannigan grew up in western New York with her parents, two brothers, and lots of stray cats, dogs, and caged rodents.  She has several undergraduate degrees in mathematics, education, painting, and a graduate degree in art.  She worked for the Head Start program.  She currently lives in Iowa surrounded by woods, fields, and hills.

· www.harperchildrens.com/authorintro/index.asp?authorid=27798
· Ms. Hannigan says that Ida B. has the life she would have chosen if she could have.  Lulu, the cat, was Ida’s pet and is also her pet.  The “soap mask” episode in the story when Ida B. made a face mask by letting dish soap dry so she wouldn’t have to always clean her face, was also done by Ms. Hannigan as a child when she got her first pimple!

· Ida B. is her only children’s book at this time.

Annotation

Ida B. is happy with her life.  She talks to trees in the apple orchard behind her house, enjoys being homeschooled, and is content with nature and her family.  But when her mother gets cancer, they have to sell part of the orchard to pay medical bills.  She also has to return to public school which her parents promised her she wouldn’t have to do after a bad kindergarten experience.  As Ida B’s world is changing, she is changing too.  Her happy-go-lucky self turns to stifled little girl with a hardened heart.  This first time novelist, Katherine Hannigan, brilliantly writes about the experiences of children such as how children cope with fury, anger, and confusion when emotions no longer serve them.  Children will understand just what Ida B. is talking about in this book.

Booktalk

Ida B…and Her Plans to Maximize Fun, Avoid Disaster, and (Possibly) Save the World by Katherine Hannigan is a book about the life of a fourth grade girl who must endure many drastic changes that occur in her family and school life.  She and her parents live in a house in Wisconsin with lots of apple orchards.  She enjoys nature, enjoys being home-schooled, and thinking making plans for play is one of the most important things in life.  “All of the happiness that thought it might be safe to come back to our house had to turn around and go back to where it came from.  Even the glowing that was Mama’s disappeared from her eyes, and I couldn’t find it no matter how long I looked at her…” p. 71  You must read this book to find out what catastrophic thing happened to take away Ida’s happiness.  

I liked this book because Ida is full of character.  It is a fictional story, but about family life, school life, and real problems that can happen to families in the world.

Characters

· Ida B. is a happy, content little girl who loves her home with apple orchards.  The main part of the story occurs when she enters 4th grade and must return to public school.  She also tells about her kindergarten experience and her life between the ages of 5-8 when she is home-schooled.  She is loving, enjoys making plans for her days and time to play, she talks to the trees as if they are her friends, and she does not like public school one bit.  When dealing with her mother’s sickness, she is very confused, feels lonely, angry about changes that occur in her life, and shuts people out of her life.  At the end of the story, she opens up to her teacher, reconnects with her parents, and begins to understand the situation and her parents’ decisions more.

· Father is a strong, loving man.  He has to make tough decisions regarding sending Ida back to school and selling part of the orchard to pay his wife’s medical bills.  He has to take on more responsibility at home, watch his wife suffer from cancer, and watch his daughter be miserable because of all of the changes.  But he continues to be a pillar of strength for the family.

· Mother home-schools Ida B.  She is very loving.  She gets cancer and must endure treatments.  She struggles physically and emotionally because she wants to do more for Ida than she can physically do and keep her promises.

· Claire is a young girl at Ida’s school who also moves into the house built upon the part of the orchard that was sold.  She encounters a mean side of Ida B.

· Ronnie is a young boy at Ida’s school who befriends her.

· Ms. Washington is an example of a teacher with patience who tries to reach out to her students in a caring, supportive way.

Conflict/Conflict Resolution

The major conflict that dominates this story is when Ida’s mother finds out she has cancer.  This conflict is never totally resolved, but the family does reach a point where they realize how important it is to share feelings and stay close to one another.  The anger settles so their love prevails.  Most of the conflicts in this story are personal struggles Ida must learn to cope with.  She has to decide how to control her emotions and how to behave around her parents, teacher, and friends.  She chooses to deal with her anger and loneliness on her own rather than talk about it.  She is angry that her mother is ill, doesn’t seem as happy, and can’t do things like she used to.  She is angry about having to return to public school.  She gets angry with her father when he has to sell part of the apple orchard to another family and some of her tree friends get destroyed in the process.  She struggles with peer interactions at school.  Again, these are conflicts without concrete resolutions, but resolution in the sense that as time passes, Ida matures and can handle her emotions better.

Genre

· Realistic Fiction
Interest Level/Reading Level

· Grades 4-6 / 6.3

Resources

· hardcover, paperback, library binding, audio CD, audio cassette
Read Aloud Passages/Page #’s

· “There’s more than one way to tell each other things, and there’s more than one way to listen, too.  And if you’ve never heard a tree telling you something, then I’d say you don’t really know how to listen just yet.”  p.9

· “But in my head I was thinking this:  that if a child waited to speak until all the grown-ups settled down and gave her some room to say her piece, most important things would never get said.”  p. 26

· “Because I’ll tell you something else about myself:  I believe good plans are the best way to maximize fun, avoid disaster, and possibly, save the world.  I spend a lot of my time making them.” p. 38

· “All of the happiness that thought it might be safe to come back to our house had to turn around and go back to where it came from.  Even the glowing that was Mama’s disappeared from her eyes, and I couldn’t find it not matter how long I looked at her…” p. 71

· “I don’t mean to complain and I don’t want to whine, but Mama’s not Mama, and Daddy’s not Daddy.  And I miss them, and I miss the life we used to have, and I am so lonely, I told the tree…” p. 72

· “But as I cried, my heart was being transformed.  It was getting smaller and smaller in my chest and hardening up like a rock.  The smaller and harder my heart got, the less I cried, until finally I stopped completely.”  p. 87

· “Being in the same room but talking to each other like we were on opposite sides of the ocean turned the best thing into the loneliest thing.  I was missing the old Mama and even the old Daddy more than ever.”  p. 160

Setting

The story takes place at Ida B.’s home in Wisconsin during the spring and summer seasons during her early school years.  There are also some parts of the story where the setting is at school when she is in Kindergarten and then again in fourth grade.

Summary

Ida B. is a fourth grader who spends her days being home-schooled and playing in her family’s apple orchard.  She is quite content spending her days with her mother, talking to the trees, and frolicking outdoors.  Unfortunate circumstances force her parents to sell part of the orchards, and Ida B. must return to public school.

Point of View

· First Person
Themes

· family life, schools (home & public), nature, cancer/sickness, orchards, emotions/feelings

· the title, Ida B….and her Plans to Maximize Fun, Avoid Disaster, and (Possibly) Save the World relates to the story or foreshadows that Ida B. does have fun, has to avoid disasters, and wants to save the world.  And it also eludes to plans which in this story we learn things don’t always go as planned.
Across the Curriculum Connections

Science:  nature, apple orchards, health, disease

Language Arts:  activities Ida’s mother does with Ida to help her read, spell, and speak correctly.

Math:  Ida’s mother gives her real life story problems to solve frequently with money

Life Skills:  how to handle peer conflict, how to deal with emotions, how to communicate with others, how to cope with change, how a family works together
Activities

· Create short answer and vocabulary tests or worksheets for each section of the book.

· Have students partner up or divide into groups to role play situations and how he/she will deal with them such as when Ronnie frequently asks Ida to play, when Claire is very nice to Ida, but Ida doesn’t want to be nice to her, when Ida scares Claire’s little brother, when mom and dad tell Ida they have to sell part of the orchard, or when Ida has to return to public school.

· Write a journal entry on a time when something in your family changed.  What changed?  What adjustments did you have to make?  How did you feel?  What and how was the conflict ever resolved?

· Compare and contrast your thoughts on being home-schooled or attending public school.

· Draw a picture of Ida B.  All around her, draw and write about as many different emotions that she went through.  Label the emotion and write what caused the emotion.

· Using a cause/effect tree diagram, write about things that happened in the story and what the effects of these actions or circumstances.

· Research and write about apple trees.  What are the distinguishing facts that make apple trees different than other trees?

· Create a chart.  One side lists facts from the story.  One side give Ida’s opinions.

Vocabulary Words

Ch. 1-10:  exports, forbearance, discreetly, peeved, mischief, ruckus, succotash, impenetrable, transformed, rambunctious, forlorn

Ch. 11-20:  instantaneously, reduction, reassurance, agony, preoccupied, excruciating, formulate, assessment, tribulations, liberation, dilemma, decimated

Ch. 21-32:  overwhelming, perky, compromise, mesmerized, venture, perseverance, humiliation, ambush, petrified, predicament, pummel, cordial

Discussion Questions

· Ch. 1-10

1. Ida B. told her father there was enough time for ______________.

2. What does Ida do at the brook?

3. Name at least 3 of the trees Ida conversed with.

4. What were the trees trying to “tell” Ida?  How did she receive this message?

5. What is Ida’s full name?

6. Who are Ida’s 2 pets?

7. What creation did Ida come up with?  Why did Ida want to make this creation?

8. Why did Ida’s parents take her to the doctor?

9. What do you think Ida’s dad meant when he said, “We don’t own the Earth.  We are the Earth’s caretakers.”

10. What are some of the things Ida tells her dad she does for fun outdoors?

11. What does Ida eat for breakfast, lunch, and dinner everyday?

12. Why does Ida like to make plans so much?

13. Why did Ida enjoy being home-schooled?

14. List at least 5 reasons, rules, or things that made Ida NOT like Kindergarten.

15. Why do you think Ida’s parents decided to home-school her?

16. What do you think Ida meant when she said, “So, I’ve learned that even when you think you’re in Heaven, you need to stay alert and have a plan.”

17. What happened to Ida’s mother?

18. Why did Ida go talk to the brook?

· Ch. 11-20

1. What did daddy have to do to help pay some of Mama’s hospital bills?

2. Why was Ida angry about this decision?

3. What other major change did Daddy tell Ida was going to happen, and how did she feel about this?

4. Why do you think Ida’s dad became so angry and yelled?

5. Ida talked about her heart shrinking and getting harder.  What was her new plan for when she returned to school?

6. Why did Ida get angry with her mother?

7. Tell about some of the things that happened on Ida’s 1st day of school.

8. Why was Ida trying to avoid her parents at home?

9. Draw and label at least 2 of the signs Ida made to post on the trees.

10. What did Ida like best about her teacher, Ms. Washington?

11. Why do you think Ms. Washington asked Ida to help Ronnie learn his multiplication facts?

12. List 3 facts you learned about Ronnie.

13. Why did Ida like Ronnie?  Why did she NOT want to admit he was a friend?

14. Why do you think Ms. Washington chose Ida to be the guest reader?

· Ch. 21-32

1. Who did Ida find out moved into the new house in the orchard?

2. Why was Ida getting angry at Claire?

3. What did Ida say to Claire and her brother?  How did Claire respond?

4. What document did Ida write to give to her parents?

5. Why did Ida’s dad get so angry and slam the fork on the table?

6. What kept going through Ida’s mind about herself and her parents?

7. What things did Ida think Claire would do to her at school?

8. Why didn’t Ida read the 2nd time Ms. Washington asked her to?

9. What did Ida finally say to Ms. Washington at recess?  And what did Ms. Washington say to Ida?

10. What was Ida’s plan to apologize to Claire?

11. What happened when Ida and Claire were in the bathroom?

12. How did Ida feel after she apologized to Claire and her brother?

13. After apologizing to Claire and her brother, where did Ida go and what did she say?

14. What did Ida finally choose to participate in at recess?

15. How did Ida’s feelings change toward her parents at the end of the story?

16. What important lesson or lessons do you think Ida learned in this story?

17. Did you like this story?  Why or why not?

18. What have you been angry about before, and how did you deal with it?

Indiana State Standards Met

Grade 4:  Standard 1: Reading:  Word Recognition, Fluency, & Vocabulary Development:  

                                      4.1.2, 4.1.3, 4.1.4, 4.1.6

        
     Standard 2: Reading:  Reading Comprehension:  4.2.2, 4.2.3, 4.2.4, 4.2.6

                 Standard 3:  Reading: Literary Response & Analysis:  4.3.2, 4.3.3

Grade 5:  Standard 1: Reading:  Word Recognition, Fluency, & Vocabulary Development:

     


5.1.2, 5.1.3, 5.1.4, 5.1.5


    Standard 2: Reading:  Reading Comprehension (Focus on Informational Materials):




5.2.2, 5.2.3, 5.2.4, 5.2.5

                Standard 3: Reading: Literary Response & Analysis:  5.3.2, 5.3.3, 5.3.4

                Standard 7:  Listening & Speaking:  Listening & Speaking Skills, Strategies, &




Applications

Grade 6:  Standard 1:  Reading:  Word Recognition, Fluency, & Vocabulary Development:




6.1.2, 6.1.3, 6.1.4, 6.1.5


     Standard 2:  Reading:  Reading Comprehension (Focus on Informational Materials):




6.2.3, 6.2.4


     Standard 3:  Reading:  Literary Response & Analysis:  6.3.2, 6.3.3, 6.3.5, 6.3.6,




6.3.7, 6.3.8

