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	About the Author:

(Interesting facts, etc)
	Katherine Hannigan lives in northeast Iowa.  She has worked as an education coordinator for Head Start and as an assistant professor of art and design.  This is her first book.

	Web Address:
	www.katherinehannigan.com

	E-Mail:

Mailing Address:
	Katherine Hannigan

c/o Greenwillow Books

HarperCollins Publishing

1350 Avenue of the Americas

New York, New York 10019



	Picture:
	http://www.harperchildrens.com/authorintro/index.asp?authorid=27798

	Connection to the Book:
	Katherine Hannigan says that Ida B is the person she has always wanted to be.  Lulu the cat is one of Katherine Hannigan’s real cats.

	Other books by this author:
	This is her first and only book.


	Annotation:
	Katherine Hannigan creates a deep character in young Ida B to give her readers a refreshing look at the effect of a tragedy on a family.  While Ida B’s character is imaginative and full of spunk, her reaction to her mother’s cancer is extreme anger and sadness, giving the reader a very realistic view of the situation.  Ida B’s personality still shines through and she learns some important life lessons along the way.


	Booktalk:
	Ida B has plans to maximize fun, avoid disaster, and possibly save the world!  That gives you an idea of the kind of big aspirations that this little girl has.  Ida B is full of life.  She has lots of funny stories, conversations with the trees in her orchard, and a dog, Rufus, who is the Slobber Champion of the World.
When Ida B’s mother is diagnosed with cancer, her world is turned upside down.  She decides to quit talking to people and be angry and sad all the time.  Read the book to find out how Ida B makes the decision to get over her anger and get back to her old self.


	Characters:
	Name & Age:
	Relationship to other characters:
	Personality traits:

	Ida B. Applewood
	Fifth grader
	Main character, only child to Ida and Evan, Fourth grader in Ms. Washington’s class
	Imaginative, creative, sensitive, funny, unique

	Ida Applewood
	Middle aged
	Ida B’s mother and namesake
	Quiet, thoughtful, willing to make sacrifices

	Evan Applewood

Ms. Washington
	Middle aged
Young to middle aged
	Ida B’s father
Ida B’s fourth grade teacher
	Hard working, stern, caring
Patient, caring, sees the best in people


	Conflict:
	When Ida B’s mother discovers that she has cancer, Ida B’s world is turned upside down.  Everything changes for her.  The family has to sell some of their land with Ida B’s beloved trees and Ida B has to return to public school instead of being homeschooled.  Ida B is convinced that her life is over and is determined to be sad and angry as a way to get back at the rest of the world.


	Conflict Resolution:
	Ida B’s teacher, Ms. Washington, begins to break away at her shell.  Ida B begins to feel successful at school and begins to enjoy her experience.  Ida B’s mother slowly begins to improve and Ida B comes to terms with her situation.  She realizes that she must apologize to the people she has hurt and quit being so angry.


	Genre:
	Realistic fiction


	You’ll love these:
	Same genre / interest level:
	Heartbeat by Sharon Creech, Because of Winn-Dixie by Kate DiCamillo, Bridge to Terabithia by Katherine Paterson

	
	By same author:
	


	Interest level / reading level:
	From www.perma-bound.com:
	IL: 4-7
RL: 5.3

	
	From Bound to Stay Bound Catalog:
	IL: MG
RL: 5.3


	Read-aloud pages/passage:
	Chapter and page #:
	Description of action:

	
	Chapter 3, pages 20-26
	Ida B has the great idea of inventing a soap mask so that she will never have to wash her face again.  She applies dishwashing soap to her face at night and leaves it on until the next day when her face is red and irritated.  Her parents take her to the doctor because they can’t figure out what is wrong with her.  Ida B finally spills the beans that she is wearing a soap mask.

	
	Chapter 9, pages 66-68
	Ida B’s mother is going through chemotherapy treatments and is very sick.  Ida B creeps into her room and quietly asks her mother if she is going to die.

	
	Chapter 26, pages 199-204
	Ida B has a talk with Ms. Washington on the playground.  Ms. Washington tells Ida B that she too has done things that she has regretted later, which inspires Ida B to apologize to those she has hurt.


	Setting:
	Midwest, the Applewoods’ farm, Ernest B. Lawson Elementary School


	Summary:
	Ida B is a strong-willed, intelligent, and creative little girl.  She is an only child and has strong relationships with the trees and brook on her family’s farm.  She often plays in the orchard and has conversations with the trees.  They give her advice and serve as her friends.  Ida B has a unique way of thinking about things.  She is definitely unconventional.  When her parents sent her to kindergarten, she only lasted two weeks.  She was so unhappy that her parents made the decision to homeschool her.  When Ida B was in fourth grade, her mother was diagnosed with cancer.  Due to her mother’s illness and her father’s added responsibilities, Ida B must return to public school.  Her parents are also forced to sell some of their land with Ida B’s trees on it to pay some medical bills.  Ida B does not handle the situation well and decides to be angry and sad to the outside world.  After maintaining this veneer for quite some time, her teacher finally gets Ida B to open up a little and Ida B slowly begins to return to her old self.  Her mother slowly begins to improve, also.  As Ida B tries to put her life back together, she teaches herself some very important life lessons.


	Point of View:
	First person


	Theme:
	Self-discovery, Family


	Across the Curriculum Connections:

	Subject:
	Suggested Activities:
	Resources:

	Science
	Learn about different kinds of trees that are in our area.  Identify unusual characteristics that make trees unique.
	http://www.phyplt.ipfw.edu/GROUNDS/NativeTReesOfIndianaRiverWalk/NativeTreeListByCommonName.htm

	Science
	Study different aspects of conservation.  At the end of the book, Katherine Hannigan includes information about the way that the book was printed.  Visit some of the websites listed to find out what students’ effect on the environment is.
	http://www.harperchildrens.com/authorintro/index.asp?authorid=27798
Click on the Resources link

	Social Studies
	Choose a famous role model, just as Ida B and Ronnie did.  Give reasons why that famous person would be a good role model.
	Inspire.net’s Biography Resource Center


	Activities:
	Group Size
	Description:

	Pen Pals
	Whole class individually
	Ida B sends notes down the brook, hoping that someone will read them and write back to her.  Adopt another class as pen pals or e-pals.  Students will write back and forth, sharing information about each other’s schools.  If the other class is reading Young Hoosier books, the conversation could continue about the books.

	Origins of a Name
	Pairs
	Students will investigate the meanings of their own names, as well as the names of family members and friends.  Ida B places a lot of importance on names of people and the names that she gives to her animals and trees.  Students can research names in baby naming books, such as Best Baby Name Book in the Whole World and The Mother of All Baby Name Books.  Websites such as www.babynames.com could also be used.

	Community Service Project
	Whole class
	Students will research different organizations that aid people and families dealing with cancer.  Information about the different organizations and their needs will be presented to the class.  The class will decide on an organization to help and will then organize a community service project to help that organization.  Possibilities could include Locks of Love or The Little Red Door.

	Figurative Language
	Pairs
	Students should find examples of similes from the novel.  Compile a list from the whole class and discuss the meanings of the similes.


	Discussion Questions:
	Question
	Type of Question

	Pre-Reading:
	Why do young children make up imaginary friends?
	Analysis

	Post-reading:
	Towards the beginning of the book and towards the end, Ida B tells her father “I think the earth takes care of us”.  What does this mean?
	Analysis

	First 1/3 of book:
	After Ida B’s first day of kindergarten, she develops an attitude of pure hatred towards school.  How does this make going back to school later more difficult for Ida B?
	Synthesis

	Second 1/3 of book:
	When Ida B’s father sells some of their land and forces her to go to public school, Ida B is uncharacteristically mad and hostile and quits talking to her parents.  Do you think that her behavior was justified?  Why or why not?
	Evaluation

	Last 1/3 of book:
	Why does Ms. Washington ask Ida B to help Ronnie with his multiplication facts?  What was she trying to accomplish?
	Comprehension


	Language (spelling/vocabulary):
	Term
	Definition

	
	Revulsion
	A sudden or strong reaction or change; a sense of complete dislike

	
	Forbearance
	The act of holding back or keeping from

	
	Ornery
	Having an irritable disposition

	
	Vivacious
	Full of life and good spirits

	
	Queasy
	Somewhat nauseated

	
	Radiated
	To proceed from or toward a center


	Indiana Standards met by novel content:
	

	English/Language Arts:
	6.1.2, 6.2.7, 6.3.1, 6.3.2, 6.3.3, 6.3.5, 6.3.6, 6.3.7, 6.3.8, 6.3.9, 6.5.4, 6.5.8, 6.7.12, 7.1.1, 7.2.7, 7.3.1, 7.3.2, 7.3.3, 7.3.4, 7.3.5, 7.3.6, 7.3.7, 7.3.8, 7.3.9, 7.5.2, 7.5.5, 7.7.9, 8.1.1, 8.2.4, 8.3.2, 8.3.3, 8.3.4, 8.3.5, 8.3.6, 8.3.7, 8.3.8, 8.3.9, 8.5.2, 8.7.11

	Math:
	6.1.7, 6.2.2, 6.2.3, 6.2.4, 6.2.10

	Science:
	6.3.8, 6.3.13, 6.3.16, 7.4.9, 7.4.14, 8.3.6, 8.3.7

	Social Studies:
	6.3.16
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