	


Hoop Kings, Charles R. Smith Jr.Candlewick Press, 2004

About the Author: 
Charles Smith was an avid basketball fan and player growing up in Compton, California, near Los Angeles.    He spent his time watching Julius Erving, Magic Johnson, Kareem Abdul-Jabar, and other greats of the time.  He also used his free time to write stories to entertain his family and friends,  He not only worked on his game, eventually playing in college, but also worked on his poetry.  Mr. Smith is also a photographer and got started in children’s books when a New York publisher saw his shots of street basketball players and encouraged him to  write.  Now he has his two great loves, basketball and poetry,  working together.

Charles R. Smith Official Website  http://www.charlesrsmithjr.com 

Address: 100 MacGhee Road

Poughkeepsie, NY 12603

Email: charles@charlesrsmithjr.com 

Annotation: Charles Smith puts together a wild and exciting trip through the lives of the masters of the game of basketball in his collection of poems featuring Kobe Bryant, Shaquille O’Neal, Kevin Garnett, and many more.  His cast of characters is compared to racecars, natural disasters, asteroids, and even a disease or two.  Students will love to topic, but will appreciate the craft as well.  I see this as an exciting way to get students engaged in poetry, and then keep them captivated.  Smith does a great job with all of the poetic devices he uses, providing excellent examples for budding poets.  An excellent example of how to draw in the reluctant reader and keep them there.

Book talk: “The Amazing Velvet Hammer KG in 3D Accelerator (is) Out of This World”.  If any of this sounds exciting to you, Hoop Kings is the book for you.  Full of thrilling skill-building poems starring your favorite NBA player; Shaquille O’Neal, Jason Kidd, Jason Williams, Kobe Bryant and more.  You must read to find out which is a racecar, which player is the magician and which is the cyclone or the creator of the league.

Characters: Allen Iverson, Vince Carter, Tim Duncan, Steve Francis, Kevin Garnett, Shaquille O’Neal, Jason Kidd, Stephon Marbury, Tracy McGrady,  Chris Webber, Jason Williams, Kobe Bryant

Conflict: 

Conflict Resolution:  

Genre: Poetry

If You like Hoop Kings, you’ll love:

Hoop Queens by Charles R. Jr Smith 

Rimshots : Basketball Pix, Rolls and Rhythms (Picture Puffins) by Charles Smith 

Short Takes:Fast-Break Basketball Poetry : Fast-Break Poetry by Charles Smith
Jump Ball: A Basketball Season in Poems, Mel Glenn

Hoops, Walter Dean Myers

Hoops, Robert Burleigh

Slam Dunk: poems compiled by Lillian Morrison (includes poems by Jack Prelutsky, Walter Dean Myers, Jerry Spinelli, and Myra Cohn Livingston)
Interest level: 3-6

Reading level: 5

Read Aloud Passages:

· “Creative and confident moves paint basketball masterpieces from hip-hop grooves on hardwood canvas using bold brush strokes of a bouncing ball.” p. 31
· “Super Human Atomic Quake” p. 19-20
· “Up high down hard orange orbs blast through silken nets like hammer through glass smashin’ mediocrity with authority and aerial artistry” p. 10
· Crooked cornrows cause chaotic and catastrophic collisions with precision.” p. 9
Setting: basketball court, present day
Summary: An action-packed collection of poems about famous basketball players.  

Point of View: Third person

Theme: basketball, success, hard-work; “Hoop Kings” is about the kings of basketball

Across the Curriculum:

Science:

5.1.4- Research the technologies of analog and digital television.  Have students work in partner to research and share information they find.  


5.3.11- Research asteroids in our solar system.

· Nine Planets http://www.nineplanets.org/asteroids.html resource for asteroids

· NASA’s Solar System Explanation http://solarsystem.nasa.gov/planets/profile.cfm?Object=Asteroids&Display=Overview another resource for asteroid information

Social Studies: 

5.1.22 , 5.2.9- NBA Official Website www.NBA.com - Have students research players in the poems or others they wish to research to see the types of community service they participate in.  How would your individual students wish to contribute to the community.  
5.3.2- Student research where each of the NBA players in the book is originally from, and where they live now.  Map the original location, and connect it to where they live now.
Activities:

· Teacher reads read-aloud passages to class.  Class tries to predict what the book is about and why.  Discuss the way that poet/authors show rather than tell us about their topic.
· Write a haiku about your favorite activity or person.- Individual/Small group
· Write an acrostic about someone you admire.- Individual
· Take the traits of the flu that Charles Smith Jr. uses and compare it to another activity that you enjoy.- Individual/Small group
· Rewrite the Shaquille O’Neal poem changing the words to suit your thoughts of him.- Individual
· Use the poem “Accelerator” as an example.  Re-write the poem using other references to a racecar, or other vehicle, plane, train, Mack-truck, etc. in your writing. – Whole group
· Compare Stephon Marbury or another character of your choice (maybe you!) to a ride that you are familiar with (from Kings’ Island, Six Flags, etc.)- Small group
· Keep a poetry journal to respond to each poem after hearing it.- Individual
· Keep a title prediction log.  Write your prediction as to what you think the title of each poem means and why.  Then, after hearing/reading the poem, write if you were correct, partially correct, or not at all.
· In your poetry journal, write down descriptive or interesting words to use as a word bank for your own writing or poems.
· Choose another suffix and write a poem about someone or something you admire.-Small group
· Choose another sport or pastime and write a poem comparing it to a masterpiece.- Small group 
Discussion Questions/Language:

“By Any Means Necessary”  Allen Iverson- catastrophic

· What poetic devices to you see/hear? 

· What is the rhyme scheme?  Is there a rhyme scheme?  

· What does the author compare Allen Iverson to?  What words from the poem tell you this?

· What does his name do to competitors? 

“Out of This World” Vince Carter- mediocrity, stratosphere

· What does the author compare Carter to?  What words led you to this idea?

· What is the rhyme scheme?

· What does this poem remind you of? 

· What does “orange orbs blast through silken nets” mean?  Can you rewrite it in an ordinary way?

· What do you think the theme of this poem is?

“Money in the Bank” Tim Duncan- fundamental

· What devices do you see/hear in this poem?

· What kind of poem is this?  How do you know?

· “leather bumps backboard” – Can you define what the author means here?

“ILL at Will” Steve Francis- contagiously

· What is the theme of this poem?  

· What does the poet say that people “get” from Steve Francis?

· What causes “shakes, shivers and chills”?

· What does the “fever-induced heat” do?

· What do infectious dunks cause?

· What “spreads contagiously quick”?

“KG in 3D” Kevin Garnett-analog, amateurs, inconceivable, devastatingly, disastrous

· What is the rhyme scheme?

· What other devices are used in this poem?

· The poet is comparing the game of basketball to two types of technology.  What words indicate this to you? 

· What does the term “Y2KG” mean to you?

“What’s in a Name?” Shaquille O’Neal-atomic

· What type of poem is this?

· Do you think the words Smith chose are correct when it comes to Shaq?

“Accelerator” Jason Kidd- accelerator (2 meanings- both necessary)

· What does the poet compare Jason Kidd to?

· What words does he use to convey this?

· What is the rhyme scheme?

· Could you use some other car references to compare to Jason Kidd?

“The Cyclone” Stephon Marbury- tomahawk., Coney Island

· What does the poet compare Stephon Marbury to?

· What words specifically remind you of a description of a roller coaster?  

· Which words are more “human”?

· What is the rhyme scheme?

“One-Man Show” Tracy McGrady- confiscator, manipulator, innovator, levitator, infiltrator

· What does the suffix -ator mean?

· What feeling do you get from this poem?

· What do you think the poet is trying to convey about Tracy McGrady?

· What has the author done with the rhyme scheme?

· What effect does this rhyme scheme have on the reader?

“Velvet Hammer” Chris Webber- relentless, finesse, fundamentals

· What device does the poet use? 

· What effect do you think the author is trying to achieve in using this device?

· What type of poem do you think this is?

“The Amazing” Jason Williams-illusions, materialize, magnificent

· What does the poet compare Jason Williams to?

· What word clues do you have that make you think this?

· Does the author use the same stanza type in each stanza?  Why do you think so?

· What personification techniques does the writer use?  Give examples. 

“The Creator” Kobe Bryant-emphasizer, vaporizer, 

· What does the writer say “paint basketball masterpieces”?

· What other terms and phrases does he use that sound like descriptions of art, rather than basketball?  

· Is basketball like art?  How so?  Are other sports “art forms”?

Indiana Standards: 
Language Arts: 4.2.2, 4.2.3, 4.2.4, 4.2.6, 4.3.1, 4.3.2, 4.3.3, 4.3.4, 5.2.2, 5.2.3, 5.2.4, 5.2.5, 5.3.1, 5.3.2, 5.3.3, 5.3.4, 5.3.5, 5.3.6, 5.3.7, 6.1.4, 6.2.3, 6.2.3, 6.2.4, 6.2.5, 6.3.1, 6.3.2, 6.3.3, 6.3.4, 6.3.5, 6.3.6, 6.3.7, 6.3.8


Science: 5.1.4, 5.3.11


Social Studies: 5.1.22, 5.2.9, 5.3.2

