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Connection to the book: In the back of the book Hoop Kings Charles R. Smith Jr. tells us about how he loves basketball.  As a kid growing up watching the Lakers on TV and watching as great players made moves with ease he saw the artistry in their moves and said to himself that it was:  Poetry in motion.   Watching the players also inspired him to improve his basketball game.  He said that he started writing poetry and learning basketball at about the same time.  He said that this book combines two of his loves. He said that the book is a tribute to players that make the game so much fun to watch. 
Other interesting facts about the author: info from author’s website
He grew up in Compton California where he spent many hours both reading and playing sports.  He often made up stories to entertain family and friends.  When Charles got to high school he started working for the high school paper and was required to start taking pictures.  The camera intrigued him.  When he got assigned to report and take pictures of sports, his love of sports made the photography a lot easier. He decided that he wanted to be a professional photographer and when he graduated he attended Bookings Institute of Photography in Santa Barbara, CA.  He continued to write and was inspired by RAP music to write poetry.  Eventually, as he took on jobs as a professional photographer, he had to take jobs that he found boring to pay the bills.  So, to keep himself from being to bored he started to take a series of pictures of street ball.  These eventually became the collection that appears in his poetry book Rimshots.
Other books by this author: 

Brown Sugar Babies

Baby Love  series

I Am American

Loki & Alex

Who Needs Birds When Dogs Can Fly?

Hoop Kings

Hoop Queens

Rimshots

Tall Tales

Short Tales

Perfect Harmony

Let’s Play Basketball

Diamond Life

Annotation: A colorful, lively book that’s word choice and rap inspired word play brings out the style of each famous basketball player in a unique, creative way. It will keep any reader turning the pages and wanting more. 
Booktalk: This book is a poetry book written by Charles R. Smith Jr.  He grew up playing basketball and many other sports.  He also grew up reading and writing.  This book is a book that combines both his love of basketball and his love of writing by describing the various styles of famous players.  I would then read aloud (or play the poem form the computer or CD) the poem about Tracy McGrady:[image: image3.jpg]Come one
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and the section about the player in the back of the book page 35, In the authors own words: 

“Tracy McGrady One- Man Show  Basing my rhyme scheme on the suffix”-actor” (meaning someone who does), I chose as many words as I could find to describe the unlimited potential and skill of Tracy McGrady and his complex, ever-evolving game.” 

If you want to enjoy the word play and descriptions of these other famous players Allen Iverson, Vince Carter, Time Duncan, Steve Francis, Kevin Garnett, Shaquille O’Neal, Jason Kidd, Stephen Marbury
, Tracy McGrady, Chris Webber, Jason Williams, and Kobe Bryant, read this book.


 I would show them the picture that went with the poem I read because the pictures are so enticing. 
Characters:  Although there are not characters in the story sense here is a list of players included in this work:
Allen Iverson

“Any Means Necessary”

Vince Carter

“Out of this World”

Time Duncan

“Money in the Bank”

Steve Francis

“ILL at Will”

Kevin Garnett

“KG in 3D”

Shaquille O’Neal

“What’s in a Name?”

Jason Kidd


“Accelerator”

Stephen Marbury

“The Cyclone”

Tracy McGrady

“One-Man Show”

Chris Webber

“Velvet Hammer”

Jason Williams

“The Amazing”

Kobe Bryant


“The Creator”

Conflict:  not applicable
Conflict resolution:  not applicable
Genre: poetry

Recommended readings if you enjoyed Hoops:  

Other books by this author: see above

Other basketball poetry books:

Hoops by Robert Burleigh

Jump Ball:  A Basketball Season in Poems by Mel Glenn

Full Court: A Literary Anthology of Basketball edited by Dennis Trudell

Slam Dunk: Vol 1: Basketball Poems  complied by Lillian Morrison

Short Takes Charles R. Smith Jr. 

Other sports poem books:

Sports! Sports! Sports!  A Poetry Collection  Lee Hopkins

Casey at the Bat Ernest Thayer

Take me out to the Ballgame  Jack Norworth

Extra Innings: Baseball Poems Scott Medlock

Goal Robert Burleigh

Opening Day: Sports Poems Scott Medlock
Interest Level/Reading Level :  Candlewick Press suggested interest level is ages 8 and up/www.perma-bound.com  list the reading level and grade 5 and the interest level at grade 3-6.  I think the poems will appeal to all ages. 
Read aloud passage:  I would either read the poem about Steve Francis or the poem about Kevin Garnett but all would be good reading to get students interested in reading the book.

Setting; basketball court when players are at their best

Summary: This book is a poetry book that focuses on individual basketball players and the style of play they bring to the game.  Its dynamic word plays and descriptions keep you hanging. 

Point of View:  told by third party observer

Theme:  basketball play

Across Curriculum Connections:

English/Language Arts/Music/Art
Words List:  This would be the perfect time to generate list for your children to use in future writing:  strong action verbs, adjectives, adverbs, sound noises, sight words, feel words, etc…  Other words for things like run, or good….  Keep notebook for writing lessons and use part of it as a class generated glossary of words:  head each page Sound words, Strong action words, etc…  and then they have something to refer to when writing.  Keep list of the newest words explored posted in the room.  Perhaps keep a master list for everyone to use. Or keep all of your charts in one place that students can access. 

Resources: dictionaries, kids brains, internet word list, Reading Teacher’s Book of List, thesaurus

State Standards: 4.1.5, 4.2.2, 4.4.1, 4.5.5, 5.5.1, 4.5.5, 5.5.5, 6.5.1, 6.5.6, 
Poetry of different kinds- To always be shared and performed for class or others if children are comfortable doing this. 
1.Use a picture of someone doing a action-list all of the words that describe that person and action-put those words into a poem-illustrate.
An addition to this is to have children who put together very different poems throw their poems together thus creating poems for two voices.  Then they can read them together in class. 

2.(Idea from Wham Bam it’s a Poetry Jam! By Sara Holbrook) Have students in your class get up and do actions-simple ones-(EX: put thumbs to ears and wiggle fingers, act like they are kicking a ball) have about ten kids get up in front of the class and do this in a line. Each child passes the action down the line (like telephone) until everyone has done it.  Then the next person does a new action.  When all children have contributed an action then the teacher picks about three children to repeat their actions for the class while the rest sit back down.  As each child repeats their action then the teacher and class write a description of what the person is doing exactly. (EX: she put her thumbs in her ears. Her hands straight out and palms flat facing front.  She wiggled her fingers, stuck out her tongue and crossed her eyes.)  The teacher then asks students to write a story that would include some one doing one of the following actions. (Martha and Bob were arguing-bob started to cry- when their mother came out Martha got in trouble for being mean to her brother- her mother made Martha come inside for the rest of the day. When Martha looked out the living room at Bob he put his thumbs in his ears with his hands straight out and palms facing forward.  He wiggled his fingers, stuck out his tongue, and crossed his eyes at her.  Martha was furious. She stamped up the stairs and walked into Bob’s room.)
Then the teacher would ask students to share stories out loud.  She would then have students do a “grocery list” of important nouns and verbs in their story.  Underline then list important things leaving out extra words.  She would them have them write them in poetry style and do editing to get a good poem.

3. A student may use themselves, a famous athlete, or you may have them take pictures of action on the playground. Have them remember they are focusing on one person in the pictures and that one person’s personal style. 

If they are not athletic or do not want to sports related poem they can get pictures of themselves or other people, famous or not doing other activities that bring out person style. (cleaning, music, cooking, video game playing, etc…)

The student needs to get a collection of pictures to make a collage or scrap book like page of action shots to write a poem about. Contrasting colors and how to pictures together will be discussed. Charles Smith often started with a collection of pictures and then wrote about what he saw while taking the pictures.  Have students again described pictures and actions then write the poems. 
4. You could have students look at the different kinds of poetry in the book and they could try to mimic each kind of poem.  (free form, rhyming poetry, acrostic, haiku, or have students suggest styles (shapes poems) that might work for a particular idea they want to get across.)Teacher would read the reasons that the author chose certain styles and discuss how the style of poetry affects the mood of the poem and perhaps the style and words that an author might use. 

5. Write descriptive poems about a sport in general or a great sports play that they have seen. 

Resources :various poetry books already listed here, dictionaries, thesauruses, Charles R Smith Jr., homepage, Hoop Kings-back of book information, www.candlewick.com, www.internationalbasketball.com/poetry.html/
www.saraholbrook.com, art or music teacher, www.poetryarchive.org/childrensarchive (web page to find children’s poetry, poets reading their own poetry, bios of poets, look for different poems)
http://ettweb.lr.k12.nj.us/forms/poetry.htm (web page where you pick a form of poetry and plug in your own words and presto you’re a poet)
State Standards:
4.4.1, 4.1.5, 4.3.1, 4.3.5, 4.4.1, 4.4.2, 4.4.10, 4.5.5, 4.4.11-12, 4.7.7, 4.7.10, 4.7.14, 5.3.1, 5.3.4, 5.3.5, 5.5.7, 5.4.1, 5.4.7, 5.4.8-10, 5.5.5, 5.7.6, 6.6.1, 6.3.7, 6.4.1, 6.4.9-11, 6.5.6, 6.5.7, 6.7.1, 6.7.2, 6.7.5, 6.7.7,
Social Studies: 
1. Students could research famous Indiana basketball players and athletes.  They could do short order reports on the players and do a section on the style of play and what made that person’s game famous.  They could then attempt to put a poem that describes that person with their report. 
2. they could research the history of the game in Indiana and do a report or rap or poster depicting the history of the sport. The poster would have guidelines for the things required to reflect the art in the book we read. 

Resources: social studies books, library media center at their school, public library, internet web sites of teams and or players or about Indiana, newspapers, news shows, Indiana Historical Society  www.indianahistory.org/,, NCAA Hall of Champions, Indiana State Museum
State Standard: 4.2.1, 4.2.2, 4.2.3, 4.2.5, 4.4.1, 4.4.3, 4.4.2, 4.4.5, 4.2.6, 4.4,7, 4.4.10-12, 4.5.3, 4.6.15.2.1, 5.2.2, 5.2.5, 5.4.1, 5.4.3, 5.4.4, 5.4.8-10, 5.5.3, 5.5.7, 6.1.2, 6.2.1, 6.2.2, 6.2.3, 6.2.4, 6.4.1, 6.4.3, 6.4.6, 6.4.8-10, 6.5.3, 6.6.1 
Language:  
-regular language lesson could be used from suffixes such as “-ator”, “-or”. “-er” all mean someone who does and are used frequently in this book. Find all of these words and write them down See if you can find other words to add to your list as you read today. At the end of the day we can add to the class chart of words that end in each suffix. . Write new words that could go in this list. 
-Lesson on similes where kids study the ones in the book (EX: like a hurricane breeze, Like a lighting bug, like moths to flames)  students can explore how this helps the reader to understand the authors ideas and message and then they can write their own similes to describe events around them. Put them in their writers notebook under a lesson on writers techniques called similes

-Metaphor- same as similes lesson (EX:  Stephen Francis is the flu)

Resources: English book, Hooked on Writing Heineman 2000, Reading Teacher’s Book of List, www.southampton.liunet.edu/academic/pau/course/websurf.htm, Hoop Kings, other poetry books
State standards:4.1.4, 4.3.5, 5.1.5, 5.6.7, 6.1.2
Discussion Questions:  
Pre-reading:  
1. What are some of your favorite things to do?  Why do you love them?

      Explain why you love them?  

2. Who are your favorite sports stars?  What do they do that brings attention to them over others?  What qualities do they have or bring to their sport?

During reading: most questions during reading would be about words and groups of words that students did not understand or that they really enjoyed and thought captured a moment well.  These would depend on the students in your class at the time. You might ask the kids how this author felt about a particular player and how they can tell that by the words used. 
Post reading: 
3. Ask students what poems they liked best and why?

4. Ask them if they thought the author captured players styles and personalities well?

5. Good and bad things about the writing style?  

6. What writing techniques did he use  or the person who set up the pages artistically use that you cold take with you to help your writing or page/illustration set up. 
7. Do you think the titles of the poems reflected what was written? 

Language (Spelling/Vocabulary): by poem
Allen Iverson

chaotic
legendary
scorches    
catastrophic

Vince Carter

mediocrity

aerial artistry
 Vinsanity
agility


Tim Duncan

fundamental


Steve Francis

Ligaments
infectious
chumps
contagiously

Kevin Garnett

analog
amateurs
analyze
inconceivable 
Plexiglas


Stephen Marbury
Cyclone
swerves
hesitation

Tracy McGrady

Innovator
captivator
manipulator
accumulator
    accelerator


orchestrator 
infiltrator
activator
confiscator
penetrator

levitator
detonator

Jason Williams

materialize
vaporize


Kobe Bryant

Palette
emphasizer
vaporizer 
improviser
appetizers

