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Interesting facts:
*born 1949 in New Jersey




*married with four sons and lives in Massachutes




*a teacher for 7 years





*tried a career as a singer-songwriter





*writes his books in a small shed in his backyard





*tells readers he writes his books “one word at a time”

 Book Connection:





*faced lay-off due to “reduction in force” at a school





*knew basic plot of the story before he began writing





*feels art and music teachers are “vital” to schools





*enjoys sharing personal teaching moments in his books

Other Books:

Written over forty books. Some titles include:






-Frindle





-Lunch Money





-A Week in the Woods





-The Janitor’s Boy





-The Laundrey News





-The Report Card





-Big Al
*Annotation:
Hart Evans enjoys being popular. He likes school and always has fun in everything he does in life. One day Hart decides to make chorus less boring and he shoots a rubber band that hits the teacher, Mr. Meinert on the face. Hart figures everything would be fine because this was an accident. Mr. Meinert gets so angry; he tells the students they are in charge of the holiday concert. The shocked students decide to plan the concert on their own, thus electing Hart to be concert director. Everything is fine until Hart has to act like a teacher. He suddenly realizes stepping into the role of a leader is not an easy task, especially when you want to be liked by everyone. In the end, with guidance from Mr. Meinert, the concert titled Winterhope is planned by the students. Author Andrew Clements once again explores the idea of positive teamwork. With this interesting read, he demonstrates that teachers and students can learn from each other in a variety of ways. Readers will enjoy cheering on the students as they plan the concert and experience a true feeling of accomplishment.
*Booktalk: The Last Holiday Concert by Andrew Clements

It all began with a rubber band. Hart Evans loves being in sixth grade. He is popular, has a lot of friends and school is fun. The only thing that is not fun in Hart’s life is being in the sixth grade chorus. On the other hand, Mr. Meinert the chorus teacher loves teaching and thinks being in chorus is special.  Sadly, after Christmas Mr. Meinert is going to lose his job and this makes him mad.  One day in chorus, Hart accidentally hits Mr. Meinert in the face with a rubber band. Mr. Meinert becomes so angry, that he decides to let the students take over his last big holiday concert. After all Mr. Meinert was going to lose his job and he really did not think his students would take him up on his offer. Mr. Meinert was wrong. The students decide to plan the concert and elected Hart to be the director. Can Hart really be a concert director just because he is popular? Will the sixth grade students plan a concert alone? And if so, what will this concert be like?  Read The Last Holiday Concert by Andrew Clements to find out.
*Characters
*Hart Evans





-main character in the story




-sixth grader





-popular





-elected chorus director by his classmates





-realizes being a teacher is not easy





-develops a positive relationship with Mr. Meinert





-learns teamwork skills with the other students




*Mr. Meinert





-passionate and dedicated about teaching





-angry about losing his job





-6th grade chorus teacher





-learns to allow students to be creative





-begins to feel useful as the students needs his guidance





-develops the knowledge that he can learn from his students




*Various students





-75 students in the sixth grade chorus





-develops teamwork skills to create the concert





-learns to use their creativity and talents for the concert

*Conflict: Internal



-Mr. Meinert: wants to be in charge of the concert and have the 





   students to need him, but he also wants the students




             to be able to work together as a team.

-Hart Evans: wants to be popular but fears the responsibility of 






 being the concert director will make people upset.



Resolution




-Mr. Meinert: learns to offer his guidance but allows the students






  to be creative and have the best concert possible.



-Hart Evans:  Hart takes the responsibility of being concert director






 but uses everyone’s talents and suggestions, with






 guidance from Mr. Meinert



External

-Students vs. Students: 
No one can agree what songs to do for the concert. There are a lot of arguments about what is most important for the concert.

Resolution                                 The students decide to work as a team and 
                                                  find peace with each other.
*Genre: Realistic Fiction
*If you like The Last Holiday Concert, you will love…….


*The Best Christmas Pageant Ever by Barbara Robinson

*Blubber by Judy Blume

*The Kid Who Ran for President by Dan Gutman

*No More Nasty by Amy Macdonald

*The Secret School by Avi

*Other books you would like by Andrew Clements

     
*Frindle

      
*A Week in the Woods

     
*Lunch Money

       
*The Janitor’s Boy

       
*The Report Card
*Interest Level: grades 4-7

*Reading Level: 5.4

*Read-aloud-passage


-Chapter 6 Titled Snap


-pgs. 48-50

This sets the stage for the story, as Mr. Meinert displays his anger and decides to let the students take over the holiday concert. He goes into detail how the students will be responsible for the concert and whatever happens is their responsibility.
*Setting: a suburban area named Brentbury and  Palmer Middle School. (mainly in the 6th grade music room).

*Summary: 
When popular student Hart Evans accidentally hits chorus teacher, 

Mr. Meinert in the face with a rubber band, everything changes.

Being angry with thoughts of losing his job, Mr. Meinert decides to

let the sixth graders be in charge of the holiday concert. The students 

have to develop team building skills and work together to put on the 

concert. Through chaos and disagreements, the group sets a goal to 

work together in peace. With the assistance of Mr. Meinert, his last holiday concert is successful.

*Point of View: Told in third person

*Theme:        Being able to work together to create positive team building skills

                           and to know we can all learn from one another, no matter what the



       age difference.  The meaning of the title could stem from the fact



       that due to this being Mr. Meinert’s last holiday concert at school,



       with the student’s help it became the most special of all.
*Curriculum connections:

 

Music- Students create their own concert with the idea of working



             together to select music, selecting theme and  deciding who can 

perform what during the concert. Familiarize the kids with various holiday music, as well as holiday music from different cultures. Students work together   to select their favorite music and create a celebration of various holidays and cultures.

       Language Art- Students can discuss what they liked or dislike about



              the book and why. Students can also role play the characters



    of Mr. Meinhert and Hart Evans. Discuss how difficult it would




    be to either one at the time of planning the holiday concert.

Social Studies- Students can learn about the history of different December


     holidays.  Each student can share interesting facts about each



     one and design a bulletin board sharing the various customs.



     Students can also have a holiday celebration representing each



     holiday.

Social Skills-   Students can use team building skills.  They can work together
to create a new game for the class to play using sport equipment. Each student will be assigned a role to perform for the team. They will work as a team to make decisions and formulate ideas together.

Resources:

     Websites


Lesson Plan for creating music:

http://www.lessonplanspage.com/MusicScienceLAComposingFrogorOtherThemedConcertSongs34.htm




Information about the history of December Holidays

http://www.historychannel.com/exhibits/holidays/main.html
Ideas on teaching about individual differences

http://ofcn.org/cyber.serv/academy/ace/soc/cecsst/cecsst074.html
Webquest on working together as a team

http://studenthome.nku.edu/~webquest/fecher/BeATeamPlayerWebquest.htm
Nonfiction

Kids Make Music!: Clapping & Tapping from Bach to Rock! (Williamson Kids Can! Series) by Avery Hart. Publisher: Williamson Publishing Company. 1993.
The Big Book of Music Games by Debra Olson Pressnall Publisher: Instructional Fair. 1998.
Show Time: Music, Dance, and Drama Activities for Kids by Lisa Bany-Winters. Publisher: Chicago Review Press. 2000.
Celebrations Of Light : A Year of Holidays Around the World by Nancy Luenn. Publisher: Publisher: Atheneum. 1998.
Lights of Winter: Winter Celebrations Around the World by Heather Conrad. Publisher: Lightport Books. 2001.




Audio Cassette  Book
The Last Holiday Concert Publisher: Listening Library. 2004.




Community

*Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra

Activities: 
Journal: Have students write a journal entry about how it would feel to be the 

                                    in charge of something. The students could also write in their journal



as being Mr. Meinhert or Evan. Students could write about how it




feels to be each of these characters. For this activity the students




would need journals to write in.



Music:  The students could list a variety of favorite things such as food, places

                                      to visit, etc. After having a large list, the teacher will draw choices 

 


  from a hat and the students have to create a mini concert from the 




  items chosen. The students must work together to create this concert




  on paper and share the final product with the class. For this activity, 




  only paper is needed. 


Holiday: Students can do a variety of craft activities about the different 

December holidays.  The following website: http://www.apples4theteacher.com/holidays/index.html#decemberactivities list various crafts to do such as: picture frames, bracelets and ornaments. For this activity particular craft items will needed whatever craft is selected.


Holiday:  Students could share recipes from the various December holidays. Students
    can make samples and bring in from home.  The class will create a recipe book   

    for the entire class. For this activity, all materials can be made at home.  


Game:   Students play “change three things about you”. Each student has a partner
and will face each other in line.  Partner A will study the Partner B for a 


minuet and then turn around.  Partner B will change three things on him or

or herself.  For instance, rolling their socks down or messing up their hair, etc.         Next, Partner A will turn around and try to guess what three things are changed. 
  The partners will then switch roles and repeat the same activity again.  When 

  Finished , the teacher could talk about individual differences.  The students

 could then change more items such as four or five.

                 Puzzle: Created from http://www.puzzlemaker.com
.



The Last Holiday Concert
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Discussion Questions:  
Chapters 1-7

*What part of sixth grade does Hart really enjoy? What parts does he not enjoy?

*How does Mr. Meinhert feel about losing his job?

*Why do you think Mr. Meinhert decided to let the students take over the concert?

*How do you think Hart felt about hitting Mr. Meinhert in the face with the rubber band?

*Do you think Hart will make a good director? Why or why not?

*Which part of the concert will be the hardest for the students to plan?
Chapters 8-14

*Did Hart really want to be director? Do you think the students voted for him as a joke?

*Do you think Mr. Meinhert wanted to really give up the concert? Why or why not?

*How do you feel about Hart letting everyone chose what the wanted to do? Was this a good idea?

*Why did the student began to get angry with Hart? How did he handle this?
*What will happen after the students think Hart is acting like a teacher?

*Do you think the students will be able do the concert in so little time? Why or Why not?

Chapters 15-21

*Why is everyone angry with Hart? How does he fix this problem with other students?

*Was it a good idea to ask Mr. Meinhert for help with the concert? Why or why not?

*How did the students begin to work together to put on the concert?

*Why did you think the students named the concert Winterhope?

*What was the best part of the holiday concert?

*Why do you think  Mr. Meinhert gave Hart back his rubber band?

*What lessons do you think Hart learned from this? What about Mr. Meinhert?

Language:  Source: American Heritage Student Dictionary
auditorium- a room to seat a large audience in a building, such as school.
chorus- an organized group of singers who perform together.

committee- a group of people chosen to do a particular job or to fulfill specified duties.

concert- a musical performance usually given by one or more singers or instrumentalists or both.

director- a person who supervises, controls or manages.

perform- to begin and carry through completion.

terminated- to bring to an end or halt.

Indiana Standards: For 4th grade

Language Art- 

4.2.3 Make and confirm predictions about the text by using prior knowledge and ideas presented in the text itself.
4.3.2 Identify the main events of the plot, including their causes and the effects of each event on future actions and the major theme from the story action.

5.2.3    Recognize main ideas presented in texts, identifying and assessing evidence    

 that supports the idea.

53.2 Identify the main problem or conflict of the plot and explain how it is 

resolved.

6.3.2 Analyze the effect of the qualities of the character on the plot and the resolution of the conflict.
Social Studies- 
4.2.7 Define and provide examples of civic virtues in a democracy.
5.2.9 Demonstrate civic responsibility in group and individual  actions.

Visual Arts (music):

        5.5.3    Perform or sing an original composition.

Music- Standards 1 and 9
