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	About the Author:

(Interesting facts, etc)
	Born in Camden, NJ in 1949; parents were avid readers – he read as a child during summers at lake house; taught elementary through high school for a few years; married with four children; planned to be singer-songwriter; Frindle was first bestseller; currently lives in Massachusetts where he works in a small shed out in the backyard

	Web Address:
	http://www.andrewclements.com


	E-Mail:

Mailing Address:
	None provided
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	Connection to the Book:
	Andrew experienced a Reduction-in-Force while he was a teacher, just like Mr. Meinert did.

	Other books by this author:
	Frindle, The Landry News, A School Story, The Janitor’s Boy, A Week in the Woods, The Report Card, Lunch Money, Double Trouble in Walla Walla, Big Al and Shrimpy, Jake Drake Series


	Annotation:
	Hart is the most popular boy in school, and he knows it.  His charm and cleverness help him get away with anything and allow him to sail smoothly through life at school.  But when a prank goes too far, Hart finds himself wondering if his popularity is everything it’s cracked up to be.  It takes a frustrated, music teacher whose job is on the line to show him who he really is and how he can use his celebrity for the good of not only himself, but everyone else.


	Booktalk:
	Have you ever sat in class and thought: I could teach it better than this?  What would happen if a teacher stepped aside and let the kids run the show?  Hart Evans is one of the most popular boys in school, and he usually gets away with anything. But his luck runs out one day when he hits his chorus director with a rubber band – the same chorus director who’s about to be fired due to budget cuts in music and art. Mr Meinert is so mad that he gives all control to Hart and the class to run the holiday concert, never expecting them to pull it off.  But do they?  Read The Last Holiday Concert by Andrew Clements to find out. 


	Characters:
	Name & Age:
	Relationship to other characters:
	Personality traits:

	
	Hart Evans - 11
	Main character 
	Popular, clever, intelligent, good leader

	
	Mr. Meinert – 30’s
	Hart’s 6th grade chorus teacher
	Hard-working, prideful, easily-frustrated, perfectionist, teachable, emotional

	
	Sarah Evans – 9
	Hart’s little sister
	Nosy, tattletale

	
	Mr. Richards
	Hart’s principal
	Fair, understanding, realistic

	
	Lucy Meinert
	Mr. Meinert’s wife
	Supportive, frustrated, logical


	Conflict:
	As punishment for shooting a rubber band at his teacher, Hart Evans is forced to lead the 6th grade chorus in planning the annual holiday concert, and he begins to lose his popularity because of it.

	
	


	Conflict Resolution:
	As he directs the concert-planning, Hart realizes that popularity does not equal leadership. He also learns that he is a gifted leader and can use his popularity for the good of others. 


	Genre:
	Humor, Realistic Fiction, Holiday Stories


	You’ll love these:
	Same genre / interest level:
	The Best Christmas Pageant Ever by Andrew Clausen
No More Nasty by Amy MacDonald

Niagara Falls, Or Does It?  Henry Winkler and Lin Oliver

	
	By same author:
	Frindle, The Landry News, A School Story, The Janitor’s Boy, A Week in the Woods, The Report Card, Lunch Money


	Interest level / reading level:
	From Follett Library Resources
	  Reading grade level: 3.4 Follett Library Resources
  Interest grade level: 3-6 Follett Library Resources



	
	
	


	Read-aloud pages/passage:
	Chapter and page #:
	Description of action:

	
	Chapter 1;
Pgs -6-7


	Hart is thinking about his new school when he remembers the wad of rubber bands in his pocket which he plans to use during chorus that day.

	
	Chapter 3; Pgs 18-20


	Hart is going through chorus and planning his attack with the rubber bands.



	
	Chapter 5; Pgs 36 – 38
	Lucy Meinert is trying to convince her husband to quit teaching.

	
	Chapter 6; Pgs 46 – 50
	Mr. Meinert snaps and makes the rush decision to allow the chorus to run its own concert.

	
	Chapter 7; Pgs 57-58
	Hart Evans is voted to lead the concert.

	
	Chapter 14; Pgs 105 -108
	Hart struggles to get everyone on board with his ideas – pretty soon, they are rebelling against his leadership


	Setting:
	Palmer Intermediate School in the town of Brentbury
Present day – Late fall (November/December)


	Summary:
	Bored with his sixth grade chorus class, Hart Evans, a popular boy at Palmer Intermediate School, takes a class prank too far and finds himself the victim of a teacher’s wrath.  His chorus teacher, Mr. Meinert, has had enough.  He turns the chorus over to the students, manipulating it so that Hart is chosen as Director.  About to be fired due to budget cuts, Mr. Meinert initially thinks Hart will fail.  As the performance draws closer, Hart finds himself in a tough position as leader – a role that does not always mean popularity.  With Mr. Meinert’s help, Hart pulls it off, and learns a valuable lesson about who he really is.


	Point of View:
	First person from main character, Hart


	Theme:
	The main theme is that popularity does not always mean leadership.  The title refers to the last concert that will be performed for a while at Palmer Intermediate since the music teacher is being RIF’d.  This relates to another theme concerning the value of the Arts in education.


	Across the Curriculum Connections:

	Subject:
	Suggested Activities:
	Resources:

	Music/Art/Language Arts
	Write a letter to your school or community newspaper explaining why the arts are important to kids or write a letter of support to a local artist or arts organization, such as a theater or orchestra.

	Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra: http://www.indyorch.org/

Carmel Topics: http://www.topics.com/

Indianapolis Star: http://www.indystar.com


	Social Studies
	Research Christmas or other winter holidays, such as Hannukah.
	Grolier Kids: http://go.grolier.com (Carmel Schools subscription)
Library catalog


	Language Arts
	
	

	Music
	Read the book while preparing for a holiday concert and discuss similarities in preparation, etc.

Create a holiday concert in the same way Hart did.  Let the students vote for their roles and design the concert on their own.
	The Last Holiday Concert 

	Music
	Become a partnership school with the Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra.  According to the ISO Program Website, “Partner Schools work closely with the Symphony to identify the specific needs and challenges faced in the state-mandated curriculum at each elementary grade level. From there lesson plans utilizing the arts are created and resources developed to meet those needs.”
	http://www.indianapolissymphony.org/education/elementary/partnership.aspx


	Life Skills
	Discuss what it means to be “popular”.  Brainstorm ideas or words that are associated with popularity and then create surveys asking others to rank popularity and other things such as athletics, artistic ability, grades, parents, etc. in order of importance.  Share or graph the results and discuss them.
	Students may want to use the following online resources to create their surveys:

Opinion Power.com: http://www.opinionpower.com/startSurvey.html
Teacher-Created Survey on Quia.com:

http://www.quia.com/sv/87066.html
You can do a 30-day trial or subscribe annually for $50.  Follow the directions to register and create a log-in and password.  Click on the “Surveys” tab and the website walks you through easy creation of each question type.  After submitting the completed survey, you are provided with a web address for it that you can post on a class website or bookmark for kids.


	Language Arts
	Watch The Best Christmas Pageant Ever – compare and contrast the two stories in terms of character, plot, setting, etc.

	The Best Christmas Pageant Ever (1986) – DVD available from http://Amazon.com


	Interdisciplinary
	Have students compose their own songs about science, social studies, math, or L.A. topics of current study.
	Resource:

http://www.lessonplanspage.com/MusicScienceLAComposing
FrogorOtherThemedConcertSongs34.htm


	
	
	


	Activities:
	Group Size
	Description:

	Journal/Reflection Paper
	individual
	Have students write an entry from Hart’s point of view showing how he felt about himself at the beginning of the story and then at the end.


	Journal/Reflection Paper
	individual
	Have students write about a time that they misbehaved in class.  How did they feel?  What was the punishment – or did they “get away” with it?  What did they learn from the experience?


	Wall of Talents
	Individual
	All of the kids in the 6th grade chorus added their own special touch to the concert.  Have students write a paragraph about what talents they would add to the concert.  Have them dream big and use their creativity.  The key is not to focus on musical talents but on any gifts that they have to offer.  Combine the paragraphs and have students bring in artifacts and pictures supporting their talents to create a “Wall of Talents”.
(Idea adapted from http://www.simonsays.com/content/book.cfm?sid=183&pid=500483&agid=21)

	
	
	

	Word Scramble
	individual
	Create a word scramble or other activity on http://Quia.com. You can do a 30-day trial or subscribe annually for $50.  Follow the directions to register and create a log-in and password.  Activity examples are provided, and the website walks you through easy creation of each activity.  After submitting the completed activity, you are provided with a web address for that activity that you can post on a class website or bookmark for kids.
Last Holiday Concert Word Scramble: http://www.quia.com/jw/129663.html


	RIF Discussion
	Whole class
	If appropriate to the culture of the school district, have the Superintendent or a board member come visit the class to talk about what a Reduction in Force is and why it is sometimes necessary.  If appropriate, have students openly discuss their concerns regarding this practice.

	Changing Song Lyrics
	1 – 2 students
	Have students write their own lyrics to familiar Christmas songs to express their feelings about deeper issues.  Use the example of “Jingle Bells” from the book as a model.

	Reflection Paper
	individual
	Have students write an essay describing the best teacher they’ve ever had. What made him or her good?  What did students learn from him or her?  What makes a good teacher? Have students use descriptive writing techniques learned to write the essay.

	Mr. Holland’s Opus
	Whole class
	Watch the movie Mr. Holland’s Opus, in which a frustrated high school choir teacher, Mr. Holland, finds himself fighting a RIF just as Mr. Meinert does.  Compare and contrast the story and movie.  For example, discuss the movie’s tagline “It's not about the direction you take. It's about the direction you give” in light of The Last Holiday Concert.  


	Discussion Questions:
(adapted from http://www.simonsays.com)


	Question
	Type of Question

	Pre-Reading:
	1. What are your favorite classes?  Least favorite classes?  What makes them your least favorite? (no teacher names please)
2. Have you ever thought to yourself: I can teach this class better myself?  What are some of the things you would suggest to teachers in general to make classes more interesting?

3. What other Andrew Clements books have you read?  What do you know about the type of books he writes? (setting, characters, plot, etc.)  
	

	Post-reading:
	1. Might there be more than one reason this novel is titled The Last Holiday Concert? Explain. List three things Mr. Meinert learns about teaching and students. List three things Hart learns about popularity and leadership. 

2. Discuss the quote: “What’s right is not always popular, and what’s popular is not always right.”  How does this apply to Hart?  
	

	First 1/3 of book:
	1. Is Hart Evans a likable guy?  Would you want to be friends with him if he went to your school?  What about him makes him likable?
2. Why doesn't Hart like chorus? Is there something wrong with the way Mr. Meinert runs his classroom? Why do you think he wants such control? 

3. Do you think Mr. Richards’ punishment for Hart is appropriate? What is interesting about the way in which Hart “tells” his parents?  Do you think he meant to tell them?
4. Do you have a sister or brother like Hart’s?  What about them bothers you?  What do you like about them?

5. Why is Mr. Meinert going to lose his job after the holidays? What is a RIF?  What does his wife, Lucy, think he should do and how does he feel about that?

	

	Second 1/3 of book:
	1. Why does Mr. Meinert decide to give up control of the concert?  What happens in his classroom as a result?  How does Hart feel when he is elected director?  How would you feel?
2. What really happens after Mr. Meinert lets Hart take over the concert?  Is this what he expected?
3. Why does Hart become so unpopular?  What does that tell us about popularity?
4. Should Hart have reigned everyone in from the start?  Why did thing begin to get out of control?  How does Hart’s experience change your view of teachers and the job they have to do?
	

	Last 1/3 of book:
	1. Hart divides the class into "the doers, the floaters, and the gofers." What do each of these terms mean?  Do you know any kids like this in your own classroom?
2. Does the concert end up being a success in the end?  How?  What and who made this happen?   


	


	Language (spelling/vocabulary):
	Term
	Definition

	
	immune
	Not having to follow the same rules as others.

	
	RIF
	Reduction in Force – term used when school district must eliminate some staff due to budget cuts

	
	Sight-reading
	To read or perform (music, for example) without preparation.

	
	ballot
	A sheet of paper or a card used to cast or register a vote,

	
	Karaoke
	Singing along to popular recordings using a microphone and lyrics on a screen.

	
	dreidel
	A toy similar to a spinning top used in games of chance played by children and adults at Hanukkah.

	
	unison
	At the same time; at once.


	Indiana Standards met by novel content:
	

	English/Language Arts:
	4.2.2; 4.2.3; 4.2.4; 4.2.6; 4.3.2; 4.3.3; 
5.2.2; 5.2.3; 5.2.4; 5.2.5; 5.3.1; 5.3.2; 5.3.3; 5.3.4; 5.3.5; 5.3.7; 
6.1.4; 6.2.3; 6.2.4; 6.2.5; 6.3.1; 6.3.2; 6.3.3; 6.3.4; 6.3.5; 6.3.6; 6.3.7; 6.3 8

	Math:
	

	Science:
	

	Social Studies:
	

	Music:
	4.5.1; 4.5.2; 4.6.4; 4.8.2
5.5.2; 5.5.3; 5.7.2; 5.7.3; 5.8.3

6.5.1; 6.5.2; 6.5.3
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