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	About the Author- Andrew Clements

	Background and Interesting Facts
	Andrew Clements was born in 1949 in New Jersey and grew up in New Jersey and Illinois.  He earned a teaching degree from Northwestern University and was a teacher in Chicago for 7 years. In addition to teaching, he worked for different publishing companies before writing his own books.  Clements has written over 50 books for children.  He now lives in Boston, Massachusetts.  Clements is married and has a son. 

	Official Website
	www.andrewclements.com 
	                          [image: image1.png]




	E-mail
	None listed
	

	Mailing Address
	None listed
	

	Author’s Connection to the Book
	Andrew Clements was a teacher in Chicago and lost his job due to school system cutbacks, or RIFs, just like the music teacher in the book. 

	Other Books Written by the Author
	Frindle

The Landry News

The Janitor’s Boy
	The School Story 

The Jacket

Things Not Seen
	The Report Card

Lunch Money

A Week in the Woods

	Annotation

	The Last Holiday Concert is a book about a 6th grade boy, Hart Evans and his music teacher.  When his music teacher looses his job, he puts Hart in charge of the chorus and organizing the winter concert.  This is an entertaining story about a popular boy who turns into a leader, and a teacher who learns to be a better teacher.  

	Booktalk

	Intro- This book is called The Last Holiday Concert by Andrew Clements.  

Lead-in- Hart Evans is the most popular boy in the sixth grade.  

Hook- When his teacher gets fed up with the behavior of the chorus, he snaps.  He tells the students that they have 23 class periods to practice for the holiday concert and he is giving up.  They have total control over how well or how badly they perform.  But he is done.  The students are left to plan a 30 minute concert all by themselves, and they elect Hart to be the director. Will the concert go off without a hitch? Or will it be a total disaster? 

Conclusion-You’ll have to read The Last Holiday Concert by Andrew Clements to find out

	Genre

	The Last Holiday Concert is a fiction book. 

	If You Like Becoming Naomi Leon, You’ll Love…

	Same Genre
	95 Pounds of Hope by Anna Gavalda

	Same Author
	Frindle               The Landry News          The Janitor’s Boy

	Interest Level, Reading Level

	www.perma-bound.com 
	Reading Level-5.4

Interest Level-4-7

Catalog #-173883

	Read-Aloud Passage/Pages

	Read aloud from pg. 47-50 when Mr. Meinert explodes and turns the control of the chorus over to the students.  

Read aloud from Chapter 14 on p. 99 where the class turns against Hart.  

	Characters

	Name & Age
	Relationship to other Characters
	Personality Traits

	Hart Evans- 12
	Most popular boy in 6th grade
	Leader, smooth talker, listener

	Mr. Meinert
	Chorus teacher
	Structured, likes having control

	Mr. Richards
	Principal of the school
	Mediator

	Mr. Evans
	Hart’s dad
	Caring, leader, listener

	Colleen- 12
	One of Hart’s classmates
	Organizer, leader

	Setting

	Most of the story takes place at Palmer Intermediate School during the months of November to December.   

	Point of View

	This story is told in 3rd person from the point of view of Hart and Mr. Meinert. 

	Conflict

	There are two main conflicts in the story.  First there is the conflict between Mr. Meinert, the music teacher, and the students in his class.  He cannot get them to behave, pay attention, and practice for the holiday concert.  

The second conflict is that Mr. Meinert’s job is being eliminated.  He is feeling hurt by the school corporation, and he is conflicted about what to do about his job.  His wife wants him to quit on the spot, but he still feels  like he should fulfill his duties as a teacher. 

	Conflict Resolution

	The conflict between Mr. Meinert and the students is resolved gradually as they organize the concert and invite him to be a part of it.  He helps Hart become a good chorus leader.  

The second conflict doesn’t have a happy solution, Mr. Meinert still loses his job, but his wife does come to realize why he didn’t quit on the spot.  

	Summary

	Hart Evans is a sixth grade student at Palmer Intermediate School.  He is one of the most popular students in the school.  One afternoon, he decides that his chorus class is too boring, so he shoots a rubber band at the teacher.  The teacher, who recently found out he will be losing his job in a month, snaps, dragging Hart to the principal.  The next day in class, none of the students wants to practice the songs for the upcoming concert, and the teacher freaks out.  He tells them that this is not his concert, it is theirs.  If they want to look unprepared in front of their parents and grandparents, fine.  He turns over all responsibility to them.  They elect Hart to be their leader.  Hart thinks they are crazy.  He doesn’t want to organize a concert.  But, after thinking about it, he decides that it might not be a bad thing.  He gets the class organized, and though it was chaotic at times, the concert begins to come together.  The students had lots of creative ideas, and Hart turns to the music teacher to help bring it all together.  

	Theme

	Popularity

Classroom management

Peace
	Concerts

Leadership 

Cooperation 

	Across the Curriculum Connections

	Subject: 
	Suggested Activities:
	Resources: 

	Music
	Holiday Concert- put on a student created holiday concert for parents or other classes in the school.
	Music teacher

Parent volunteers

Musical instruments

	Math
	Popularity Survey- Students will conduct a survey of their peers to find out “What does popularity mean to you?” Students will create a chart to display the data.  
	Computers with graphing programs like Microsoft Excel

	Writing
	Hart’s class rewrote the song, “Jingle Bells” to reflect what they felt about war.  Choose a concern that you have and rewrite “Jingle Bells” or another song to express your feelings.  
	Internet to find song lyrics

	Activities

	Create a Concert
	Collaborate with the music teacher to have the students put on a concert for their parents and families. 

	Teacher for a Day
	Students can take turns being teachers for a class period.  Let them teach a lesson and find out what it is really like to be a teacher.  This could be a jigsaw activity in another subject area.  

	Discussion Questions

	Pre-Reading:
	1. What do you think it would be like to be the most popular kid in your whole school?  

2. Have you ever been in a concert or a play?  Who organize the event?  What did you do in the event?

	Post-Reading:
	1. Why do you think the book is titled, The Last Holiday Concert?  Could there be more than one reason for the title? 

2. List three things that Mr. Meinert learns about teaching and about his students. 

3. List three things that Hart learns about popularity and leadership. 

	First 1/3 of Book: 
	1. Do you like Hart Evans?  Do you think he would be popular at your school?  Why or why not?

2. Why doesn’t Hart like chorus?  Can you relate to Hart? Explain.  

3. Do you think the punishment Principal Richards gives Hart for shooting rubber bands is appropriate?  How does Hart tell his parents about his punishment?  What do these two events tell you about Hart? 

4. Why is Mr. Meinert going to lose his job after the holidays?  What does his wife think he should do? How does he feel about his wife’s suggestion? 

	Second 1/3 of Book:
	1. What happens to the chorus after Mr. Meinert tells them that he is not going to organize the holiday concert?  How does Hart feel when they elect him? 

2. What do you think Mr. Meinert expected to happen when he gave up control of the chorus?  Were his expectations fulfilled? 

3. Why did Hart become unpopular?  After talking to his father, what does he do to change how his classmates feel about him? 

	Last 1/3 of Book: 
	1. At first, Hart encouraged his classmates to be creative when brainstorming ideas for the concert.  As the concert date got closer and closer, he had to change his approach.  Do you think his first approach was wrong?  

2. Hart divides the class into three groups, the doers, the floaters, and the gofers.  Explain how he defines each group.  

3. How is the problem of the out of control concert solved?  Who helps solve the problem?  

	Language- Spelling/Vocabulary

	Auditorium
	A place in a school building with a stage and seats for an audience

	Identity
	Who a person is

	Popular
	Well-known and respected by peers

	Milling
	Walking

	Immune
	Not affected by a disease

	Overreact
	React more than a person needs to

	Recommendation
	Suggestion, good comments made by a boss to help someone get a job

	Awkward
	Weird

	gagged
	Chocked

	Grumbling
	Complaining

	Observer
	A person who looks at or observes something

	Chorus
	A group of singers

	Karaoke
	A type of singing where people sing along to a popular song

	Exhilarating
	Exciting

	Evidence
	Support for an proposed theory or activity

	Outcast
	Person who is not accepted by their peers

	Theme
	Topic that everything is related to 

	Alliance
	Friendship for a common purpose

	Dreidel
	Toy, similar to a top, used by Jewish children

	Indiana State Standards

	Language Arts
	4.1.1    Read aloud grade-level-appropriate narrative text (stories) and expository text (information) with fluency and accuracy and with appropriate timing, changes in voice, and expression.

4.3.2    Identify the main events of the plot, including their causes and the effects of each event on future actions, and the major theme from the story action. 

4.3.3    Use knowledge of the situation, setting, and a character’s traits, motivations, and feelings to determine the causes for that character’s actions. 

5.1.1    Read aloud grade-level-appropriate narrative text (stories) and expository text (information) fluently and accurately and with appropriate timing, changes in voice, and expression.

5.3.2    Identify the main problem or conflict of the plot and explain how it is resolved.
5.3.3    Contrast the actions, motives, and appearances of characters in a work of fiction and discuss the importance of the contrasts to the plot or theme. 

6.1.1     Read aloud grade-level-appropriate poems, narrative text (stories), and expository text (information) fluently and accurately and with appropriate timing, changes in voice, and expression.

6.3.2
Analyze the effect of the qualities of the character on the plot and the resolution of the conflict. 

	Math
	4.6.1
Represent data on a number line and in tables, including frequency tables.
4.6.2
Interpret data graphs to answer questions about a situation.
5.6.1
Explain which types of displays are appropriate for various sets of data.
6.6.2
Make frequency tables for numerical data, grouping the data in different ways to investigate how different groupings describe the data.

	Music
	4.9.1 Take part in developing a class evaluation tool with which to evaluate performances and

compositions.

5.5.2 Set a composition to words.

5.5.3 Perform or sing an original composition.

6.5.2 Create or assist in creating a fully original composition.


