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About the Author

· Andrew Clements was born in New Jersey and moved to Illinois in 6th grade.  He credits his parents for loving books and being avid readers.  He doesn’t know one writer that wasn’t a reader first.  His teachers throughout school raved about his writings.  He went to Northwestern University to become an English teacher.  HE became a songwriter and a publisher before writing Frindle. After the success of this first book, he became a full-time writer.
· www.andrewclements.com/index.shtml
· Just as Mr. Meinert, a character in this novel, talked about RID (reduction in force) so does Mr. Clements in his biography.  At one time a school he worked at “fired” him due to decreased enrollment.  It wasn’t really a firing, they said, it was a RID.
· Other books written by Mr. Clements are:  The Report Card, A Week in the Woods, The Jacket, The School Story, The Janitor’s Boy, The Landry News, Frindle, Big Al, and several Jake Drake books such as Jake Drake, Bully Buster, Know-it-All, Teacher’s Pet, and Class Clown.
Annotation

What happens when the teacher steps aside and lets the kids run the show?  Not what Hart Evans, sixth grader at Palmer Intermediate School, or Mr. Meinert, chorus teacher, could have predicted.  

Hart Evans is one of the most popular boys in school.  When he decides to pull a prank in music class, he has no idea what his actions will muster.  Mr. Meinert is at his wit’s end with the class’s behavior, and he is stressed that the school is letting him go after the holiday program due to financial cuts in the school district.  Music and art classes are being cut across the board.  Hart’s trivial prank in music class is the last straw for Mr. Meinert.  He turns the holiday program over  to the students.  Who do the students elect to be director?  None other than Hart Evans.

Numerous conflicts occur in this book between student and teacher, student and student, and student and self.  Can Hart really direct the holiday show?  Can the class unite and work together?  Can Mr. Meinert really entrust his last holiday program to the students?  Read The Last Holiday Concert if you want an emotional, fun story to enlighten you on the world of teaching and collaborative learning.

Characters

· The main characters in this book are Hart Evans, sixth grader at Palmer Intermediate School, and Mr. Meinert, chorus teacher.

· Hart is a student in Mr. Meinert’s chorus class.

· Hart is popular, creative, sensitive, observant, fun, a good leader, and strives to be fair and just.

· Mr. Meinert is a new teacher.  He struggles with classroom management.  He loves music, teaching, works hard, is an over-achiever, and has a passion for treating his students like his own kids.  During this story, he has some difficulty with anger management due to stress.  He has been told he will not have a job after the holiday concert due to a budget cuts.

Conflict/Conflict Resolution

There are many conflicts in this book.  Most of the conflicts are within oneself such as Hart likes singing, but he doesn’t like the chorus songs.  Hart struggles with what being popular means.  Hart struggles with his feelings toward Mr. Meinert. 

Mr. Meinert has personal conlictions with how hard he should work, and how he should feel about the school now that his job is being eliminated.  He struggles with classroom management and discipline.  

But the biggest conflict in this story is when Mr. Meinert gives Hart the biggest assignment of his life---Hart is in charge of the holiday concert.  The resolution is that through many democratic elections in the classroom, arguments, and hurt feelings of students, through Hart’s amazing abilities to be a leader, be creative, collaborative, and unselfish, and with Mr. Meinert’s unselfish ability to stick to his plan and work as a team with Hart, the class pulls off the best holiday concert ever!

Genre

· Realistic Fiction
Interest Level/Reading Level 

· Ages 8-12

· Appealing to reluctant readers also due to accessible language and quick pace

Booktalk/Read Aloud Passages/Page #’s

· “Hart should have stopped while he was ahead.  But he didn’t.  He pulled out a fresh rubber band, and before he loaded it onto the edge of the music book, Hart twisted it into a double loop to give it extra force.” p. 20
· “Mr. Meinert’s eyes narrowed.  His lips twitched and slowly twisted into an angry frown.  There was a hushed moment of calm, and then the storm….” p. 21
· “This holiday concert, this 30 minute performance?  It’s all yours.  Think this is funny?  Well, just wait until December 22, a little after seven thirty.  That’s when the real concert begins….” p. 49
· “Then Hart shouted something he had never said before-something he could never have imagined himself saying, not in a million years.”  “How come?” he yelled.  “Because I said so!  That’s how come!  Now let’s get to work!” p. 107
· Shannon said, “Are you talking to me?  Because, don’t.  You’re just like Mr. Meinert only shorter.  And meaner.  You know what you are?  You’re a teacher!” p. 108
Setting

Palmer Intermediate School contained only sixth grade, and it was fun like a Jr. High School.  It was located in a town called Brentbury.  The story takes place during the first semester of school.

Summary

Palmer Intermediate School has a sixth grade chorus preparing for its holiday concert.  When the chorus teacher puts Hart Evans, a popular sixth grader, in charge of the program, Hart’s usually easy life turns into his biggest challenge ever.  Hart must use all of his leadership skills and deal with many personal conflicts to try and unite the students in his class.

Point of View

· Third person

Themes

· concerts, music, school life, leadership, teamwork, classroom elections, and many aspects of character education such as respect, compassion, cooperation, responsibility, and self-reflection.

· the title, The Last Holiday Concert, refers to the fact that it is the school’s final holiday program.  Due to budget cuts throughout the school district, art and music programs will end after the holiday program of semester one.

Across the Curriculum Connections

· Social Studies:  connections to different religions and how others celebrate the winter season; how to run a classroom election

· Math:  how to tally & count votes; problem solving

· Music:  holiday songs; producing, directing, & performing concerts

· Art:  each child’s unique talents

· Life Skills:  cooperation, teamwork, responsibility, leadership

· Language Arts:  reading songs; writing a program

· Science:  observations of students; analyzing situations; conducting the experiment of letting kids take over

Resources

· book & audio available at www.perma-bound.com
· teachers/students
Activities

· Play whack the word game on board to study vocabulary words.  Write all of the vocabulary words on the board.  Divide class into two lines/teams.  The first two students use a flyswatter to whack the correct word first after you read a definition.  The team with the most points wins.

· Have students simulate a mock holiday concert.  Put a student in charge just like Mr. Meinert did using a class election.  Observe student behaviors and creations.  Students could present their concert to another class or invite parents into the classroom.

· Use the discussion questions to create your own short answer test.

· Partner students and assign a discussion question for them to role play.

· Assign each child a vocabulary word and have him or her teach the word to the class.  A visual must be created such as a poster including base word, prefixes or suffixes, origin, meaning, and contextual use.

· Make a mobile of the story.  Each section of the mobile must include plot, characters, setting, problem, solution, why they liked the book.

· Have students write a summary of the story and make an illustration.

· Draw a venn diagram comparing/contrasting Hart and Mr. Meinert.

· Write a journal entry on one of the character’s personal qualities and why these qualities made him a good student or teacher.

Discussion Questions

· Pre-reading:  What do you like about music class?  What do you like about holiday concerts?  How do you feel about small group projects or class projects?  What are some conflicts that may arise in a whole class project?  What do you think teachers have to do when they are in charge of a class?  What does it mean to be popular?
· Chapter 1-7 Questions
1. What is the title and who is the author of this book?

2. What is the setting of the story?

3. Who are the main characters?

4. Who are some of the supporting characters?

5. Give a characterization of the main character.

6. Describe Hart’s incident in music class, and what was his punishment?

7. How did Mr. Meinert feel about this?  How did Hart feel afterwards?

8. What went through Hart’s mind before telling his parents about detention?  Do you think he made the right decision?

9. How did Mr. Meinert’s wife feel about Mr. Meinert’s job as a teacher?

10. Why did Mr. Meinert get angry with his class?

11. What did Mr. Meinert decide to do about the holiday concert, and why do you think he made this decision?

12. Who became the new chorus director, and how was this decided?

13. How did the student’s react when Mr. Meinert told them the concert was theirs?  What did they decide to do?

14. What would you do, and how would you feel if this happened in your music class?

15. Think of a time when you or a peer pulled a prank in class.  What happened?  How did you feel?  How do you think the teacher felt?

· Chapter 8-14 Questions

1. Name at least 3 feelings Hart felt after being elected chorus director, and tell me why he felt that way.

2. Mr. Meinert told Hart that having a free period during chorus was not a good idea.  What did he suggest that Hart do the next day in class?

3. After Hart thought about how Mr. Meinert was acting, what did he decide to do instead?

4. What question did Hart as Mr. Meinert that was a turning point in class?  How do you think this made Mr. Meinert feel?

5. What were some of the students’ ideas for the concert?  (5 or more)

6. Describe the conversation between Hart and MR. Meinert, and what was the outcome?

7. How did the principal react to the parent phone calls he received?

8. What kinds of teamwork began taking place in the classroom?

9. Hart identified students as doers, floaters, and gofers.  What did he mean by these descriptions?

10. What were some of the problems that started arising in class?

11. What did Hart say that he had never said before? 

12. What did Shannon call Hart?  Why do you think she said this?

· Chapter 15-21 Questions

1. What actions from Hart made his parents think something was bothering him?

2. Why did Hart want his dad to drive him to school?  What did he learn about how his dad felt about the car?

3. What piece of advice did his dad give him about being a boss?

4. What unexpected thing happened when Hart’s dad dropped him off at school?

5. How did Hart go from being the most popular kid to the most disliked?

6. What was Hart’s plan for deciding who and what would be on the holiday program?

7. What things did Mr. Meinert do to help with the concert?

8. Name at least 3 conflicts between the students during and after the ballot reading.

9. What did kids decide to name the concert, and what the theme?

10. Name at least 5 acts that were included in the program.

11. Why do you think Hart didn’t tell his parents about him being the director?  How did they feel when they out?

12. When Hart went to find Mr. Meinert after the program, what did he learn aobut Mr. Meinert’s job?

13. What did Mr. Meinert give to Hart, and why do you think he gave this to him?

14. What lesson do you think Hart learned from this experience?

15. What lesson do you think Mr. Meinert learned from this experience?

16. What was your favorite part in this story and why?

17. Who was your favorite character in this story and why?

Post-Reading Questions

· How did you feel at the end of this book?

· What did you learn about teaching?  Students? Responsibility? Teamwork?

· What are some of the correlations between this story and your class?

Vocabulary

spontaneous


spur of the moment;without planning

observer


one who watches

immediate


right now

disruption


something that interrupts or causes commotion

rigamarole


repeated, meaningless actions

extravaganza


a big event

fluorescent


bright

budget crisis


low on money

overreact


make a bigger deal out of something

recommendations

good words about someone or something

reduction


to make smaller

incident


a problem; mishap

exaggerate


to stretch the truth; make something bigger or better

exhilarating


fun;overwhelming;

Indiana State Standards Met

Grade 4

Standard 1:  Reading:  Word Recognition, Fluency, & Vocabulary Development:  4.1.2, 4.1.3, 4.1.4, & 4.1.6

Standard 2:  Reading:  Reading Comprehension:  4.2.2, 4.2.3, 4.2.4, & 4.2.6

Standard 3:  Reading:  Literary Response & Analysis:  4.3.2 & 4.3.3

Grade 5

Standard 1:  Reading:  Word Recognition, Fluency, & Vocabulary Development:  5.1.2, 5.1.3, 5.1.4, & 5.1.5

Standard 2:  Reading:  Reading Comprehension:  5.2.2, 5.2.3, 5.2.4, & 5.2.5

Standard 3:  Reading:  Literary Response & Analysis:  5.3.1, 5.3.2, 5.3.3, 5.3.4, 5.3.5

Grade 6

Standard 1:  Reading:  Word Recognition, Fluency, & Vocabulary Development:  6.1.2 & 6.1.4

Standard 2:  Reading:  Reading Comprehension:  6.2.3, 6.2.4, & 6.2.5

Standard 3:  Reading:  Literary Response & Analysis:  6.3.1, 6.3.2, 6.3.3, 6.3.6, & 6.3.8

