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	About the Author:

(Interesting facts, etc)
	Clements was a teacher and songwriter before he began writing books.

	Web Address:
	www.andrewclements.com


	E-Mail:

Mailing Address:
	

	Picture:
	http://www.andrewclements.com/biography.shtml

	Connection to the Book:
	Clements stated in an interview that he draws on his own school experiences when coming up with ideas for his books.  They could be experiences from when he was a student, teacher, or a parent of a child in school.

	Other books by this author:
	Frindle, Things Not Seen, The Report Card, Lunch Money, A Week in the Woods, The Landry News, The School Story


	Annotation:
	Things usually come very easy to Hart Evans.  When his sixth grade chorus teacher puts him in charge of the holiday concert, it takes everything that he has to pull it off.  This includes some patience and willingness to cooperate.  Clements incorporates all sides of the story in his tale – that of the student and the teacher – to make the reader understand that life isn’t always as easy as it seems and sometimes you just have to be willing to give people a chance.


	Booktalk:
	Imagine what would happen if you were put in charge of your class for six weeks!  This happens to popular sixth grader Hart Evans when his chorus director puts him in charge of preparing the class for their holiday concert.  Everyone seems to have a different idea of what the concert should be like.  Fighting, yelling, dancing ballerinas, magic card tricks, Elvis, and a flying angel all make an appearance during the concert preparations.  See if Hart is able to turn chaos into a real holiday concert while still maintaining his ultra-cool reputation.


	Characters:
	Name & Age:
	Relationship to other characters:
	Personality traits:

	Hart Evans
	Sixth grade
	Student of Mr. Meinert, brother to Sarah
	Popular, interested in science and investigations while at home, good leader

	Mr. Meinert
	Young teacher
	Sixth grade chorus director
	Frustrated with students and work situation, has a temper

	Sarah Evans
	Fourth grade
	Hart’s younger sister
	Tired of being in Hart’s shadow, feels like she can’t live up to his standards, somewhat jealous of his popularity


	Conflict:
	Hart Evans hates his chorus class.  He decides to have some fun by shooting rubber bands nearby his teacher.  When one of them hits the choral director, Mr. Meinert, an immediate conflict begins.  Mr. Meinert then decides to put Hart in charge of planning the holiday concert which is coming up in six weeks.  Mr. Meinert secretly hopes to see Hart fail miserably at the task.


	Conflict Resolution:
	Hart realizes that he can’t pull off the concert on his own.  With some eventual help from Mr. Meinert, the concert goes wonderfully and the two develop a mutual respect for one another.


	Genre:
	Realistic fiction


	You’ll love these:
	Same genre / interest level:
	Al Capone Does My Shirts, The Best Christmas Pageant Ever

	
	By same author:
	Frindle, The Report Card


	Interest level / reading level:
	From www.perma-bound.com:
	IL: 4-7
RL: 5.4

	
	From Bound to Stay Bound Catalog:
	IL: MG
RL: 5.4


	Read-aloud pages/passage:
	Chapter and page #:
	Description of action:

	
	Chapter 11, pages 79-80
	Hart and Mr. Meinert are both feeling very down about the concert.  They are both considering quitting.  We get to hear both of their perspectives separately and find out that they are starting to have second thoughts about each other.

	
	Chapter 3, pages 19-21
	Hart carefully decides his plan of attack for shooting the rubber bands.  He ends up shooting two before getting caught by Mr. Meinert.

	
	Chapter 5, pages 34-36
	Sarah tries to rat out Hart at dinner, but Hart is able to use his charm to prove to his parents that it was an accident and he has learned his lesson.


	Setting:
	Town of Brentbury, Palmer Intermediate School


	Summary:
	Sixth grader Hart Evans is one of the most popular kids in school.  He gets along with everyone, students and teachers.  He seems to like everything about his sixth grade year, except for chorus class.  He despises the class and the teacher, Mr. Meinert.  Hart decides to have some fun and shoot a couple of rubber bands towards Mr. Meinert.  His official punishment ends up being detention for two days.   Mr. Meinert is frustrated with the behavior of his class and is keeping a secret that he has been RIF’ed and will not be returning for second semester.  He decides to take a break from the stress of the class and put one of the students in charge in an attempt to make them realize how much work it will take to put on a holiday concert.  Mr. Meinert decides that it would be the perfect job for Hart, secretly hoping that he will see Hart fail.  Chaos entails as everyone has a different idea about the concert.  Each day, little productive work is actually done during class.  Hart finally realizes that he can’t accomplish the concert on his own.  Mr. Meinert begins to help Hart and together they organize the class and produce a wonderful holiday concert.  In the end, Hart and Mr. Meinert understand a little bit more about each other and realize that the other isn’t such a bad guy after all.


	Point of View:
	Third person omniscient


	Theme:
	Recognizing and respecting individuality


	Across the Curriculum Connections:

	Subject:
	Suggested Activities:
	Resources:

	Social Studies
	Study different religions in America
	http://www.education.ky.gov/KDE/Instructional+Resources/High+School/Social+Studies/ReligionLessons.htm

	Social Studies
	Investigate ways that Christmas is celebrated around the world
	http://www.christmas.com/worldview

	Science
	Experiment with different kinds of rubber bands, find out why some will travel differently than others
	http://home.hockaday.org/hockadaynet/academic/physics/MPPhysics/labs/rbbrbnd.html


	Activities:
	Group Size
	Description:

	Discuss qualities that make a successful leader
	Whole class
	Have guidance counselor visit the class and give a short lesson on leadership skills.  Students could find out about some of the ways they could become better leaders now and how those skills will help them in the future.

	Song lyrics
	Small groups
	In small groups, students could analyze lyrics to different holiday songs.  They would apply elements of poetry to the songs and find examples of meter, rhyme scheme, figures of speech, etc.

	Conflict resolution
	Whole class
	The home school advisor is a great resource for speaking to the class and giving ideas and suggestions for dealing with conflict in school.  Discussion could cover the kind of conflict that Hart dealt with, as well as other conflicts that middle school students face.

	Recognizing individual strengths
	Whole class working individually
	Students would take a multiple intelligences inventory and then investigate ways that they could use their areas of strength to help them be successful.  We would discuss different types of study skills, organization, and time management that work for the different intelligences.


	Discussion Questions:
	Question
	Type of Question

	Pre-Reading:
	What makes a good leader?
	Evaluation

	Post-reading:
	How did Hart and Mr. Meinert feel about each other at the end of the story compared to the beginning?  What caused this change?
	Analysis

	First 1/3 of book:
	At the beginning of the story, do you like Hart?  Do you think that he would be popular if he were a student at your school?
	Application

	Second 1/3 of book:
	What do you think Mr. Meinert thinks will happen when he gives up control of the chorus?  Are his expectations met?
	Analysis

	Last 1/3 of book:
	How does Hart make the change from being one of the most popular kids in school to one of the least popular?
	Comprehension


	Language (spelling/vocabulary):
	Term
	Definition

	
	democracy
	A government by the people, rule by the majority

	
	intermission
	An interval between the parts of an entertainment

	
	marzipan
	A confection of crushed almonds or almond paste, sugar, and egg whites that is often shaped into various forms

	
	dreidel
	A four-sided toy marked with Hebrew letters and spun like a top in a game of chance

	
	shalom
	Hebrew word for “peace”, used as a Jewish greeting and farewell

	
	simultaneously
	Existing or occurring at the same time


	Indiana Standards met by novel content:
	

	English/Language Arts:
	6.1.1, 6.2.7, 6.3.1, 6.3.5, 6.3.8, 6.5.4, 6.7.12, 7.3.1, 7.3.2, 7.3.3, 7.3.4, 7.3.5, 7.5.2, 7.5.5, 7.7.9, 8.2.4, 8.3.1, 8.3.2, 8.3.4, 8.3.5, 8.5.2, 8.7.11

	Math:
	

	Science:
	

	Social Studies:
	6.2.8, 6.5.4, 6.5.7 
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