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If you liked this book you might want to check out these books as well.

The Cats in Krasinski Square by Karen Hesse

Terrible Things: An Allegory of the Holocaust by Eve Bunting

Number the Stars by Lois Lowry

I Have Lived A Thousand Years: Growing Up In the Holocaust by Livia Bitton-Jackson

Gentlehands by M.E. Kerr
(www.barnesandnoble.com)

Annotation:

This historical fiction picture book takes place in 1939, Poland.  The story portrays a happy family who enjoy laughing, talking, and dancing together.  The son, a young boy, loves music and hopes for a piano.  One day the boy’s father brings him a gift of music, a harmonica.  The boy played the harmonica eagerly.  Life was good until the day the Nazis invaded their home.  The boy was sent to a concentration camp away from his parents.  The only hope left for the boy was the harmonica that had been given to him by his father.  He played it for his life and food by the demand of the commandant.  He played it for hope for himself and his fellow prisoners.  The power of the music helped him survive a hopeless situation.

This book is beautifully illustrated.  It is written in a poetic form.  It would best be read as a whole group especially if you are introducing the Holocaust.  Character values can easily be taught with this book.  Students in grades 3-6 would easily be able to read this book independently.

Booktalk: (maybe bring in a harmonica)

What do you like to do with your parents?  Laugh, talk, eat dinner together, play games? 

Can you ever imagine living without them?  This story tells about a boy who used to love 

laughing, dancing, and playing the harmonica with his parents.

That is until the day the Nazis came.

Summary:

This story begins with a mother, father, and son enjoying life, laughter, and music together.  The boy dreamed of music and a piano.  One day his father presented him with a harmonica.  He eagerly played the harmonica while his mother and father waltzed.  But, outside a war was raging in their homeland of Poland.  The Nazi soldiers came and took the boy and his parents away.  They were Jews and were sent to separate concentration camps.  The boy often wondered if his parents were still alive.  To keep from losing hope he played his harmonica.  One day the commandant heard him playing.  For many nights to come the commandant had the boy play for him and in return he gave him bread.  The boy felt guilty for eating when others were starving.  Then one night one of the other prisoners thanked him for the beautiful music.  From then on it wasn’t the commandant the boy played for but it was for the other prisoners without hope.

Read Aloud:

I would read the entire book as a read aloud to the class.  A great amount of discussion could be generated from this topic.

If you choose to read only one page as an introduction, the page where his father gives him the harmonica would set the tone for how important the instrument was to him.  They were very poor yet his father found a way to bring music to his life. 

Characters:

A young boy (no name or age given) He was a prisoner in a concentration camp.  He showed great determination, courage, and perseverance to survive.  

Setting:

1939 Poland

Concentration camps

Point of View:

This is written from the point of view of the little boy.  It is written in first person.

Conflict:

A Jewish boy and his parents are sent away to separate concentration camps.  The boy must find hope in a hopeless situation.

Conflict Resolution:

The boy held tight to his harmonica and played it daily while he thought of happier times with his family.  That beautiful music saved his life as he played for the commandant.  It also brought hope to many other prisoners in the camp.

Themes:  

     *courage

     *determination

     *music

     *family

     *Holocaust

     *Jewish

Language (spelling, vocabulary):

     *gramophone (a record player, phonograph)

     *composer (someone who writes a piece of music)

     *concentration camp (a prison camp for ethnic minorities)

     *commandant (a commanding officer)

Discussion Questions:

This is a picture book.  The pages are not numbered.  First take a picture walk and ask the following questions as you see fit.

*What can you tell me about the family at the beginning of the book?

*What instrument is the boy given?  Can you tell me how you think it makes the family 

   feel?

*Why do you think the illustrator started using black and white illustrations in the middle 

   of the book?

*What do you think happened to the boy and his family?

*How do you think the boy feels now about playing the harmonica?

During or After Reading:

*What kind of music did the family make before they had the harmonica?

*What was the concentration camp like?

*What did the boy think happened to his parents?

*Why do you think the commandant wanted the boy to play for him every night?

*What do you think is the message of this story?

Across Curriculum Connections and Activities:

Social Studies:

Immigration Webquest 

http://its.guilford.k12.nc.us/webquests/immigration/immigration.htm
Language Arts:

Writing Prompt:  The boy will never forget the day he was given a gift of music, a harmonica, from his father.  That harmonica gave him hope and kept the memories of his family alive.  Write about a memorable day in your life.  Tell what happened and why it is so memorable.  

Similes: The author uses some similes in this story.  You can do a mini lesson on similes and use examples from the book.  Individuals or partners could take the similes from the story and rewrite them in a different way.

Music:

If your music teacher has any music from the composer Schubert, he or she might play some of the music to your class.  Experimenting with harmonicas would be fun too.  They can sometimes be purchased at the dollar store.

Indiana State Standards Related to 4th  - 6th  Grade:  Language Arts

	
	Standard 1: READING: Word Recognition, Fluency, and Vocabulary Development

	
	Students understand the basic features of words. They see letter patterns and know how to translate them into spoken language by using phonics (an understanding of the different letters that make different sounds), syllables, and word parts (un-, re-, -est, -ful), and context clues (the meaning of the text around a word). They apply this knowledge to achieve fluent (smooth and clear) oral and silent reading.

	
	Vocabulary and Concept Development

	4.1.2
	Apply knowledge of synonyms (words with the same meaning), antonyms (words with opposite meaning), homographs (words that are spelled the same but have different meanings), and idioms (expressions that cannot be understood just by knowing the meanings of the words in the expressions, such as couch potato) to determine the meaning of words and phrases.

	4.1.3
	Use knowledge of root words (nation, national, nationality) to determine the meaning of unknown words within a passage.

	4.1.4
	Use common roots (meter = measure) and word parts (therm = heat) derived from Greek and Latin to analyze the meaning of complex words (thermometer).

	4.1.6
	Distinguish and interpret words with multiple meanings (quarters) by using context clues (the meaning of the text around a word).

	
	Standard 2: READING: Reading Comprehension

	
	Students read and understand grade-level-appropriate material. They use a variety of comprehension strategies, such as asking and responding to essential questions, making predictions, and comparing information from several sources to understand what is read. The selections in the Indiana Reading List illustrate the quality and complexity of the materials to be read by students. At Grade 4, in addition to regular classroom reading, students read a variety of grade-level-appropriate narrative (story), and expository (informational and technical) texts, including classic and contemporary literature, poetry, magazines, newspapers, reference materials, and online information.

	
	Comprehension and Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text

	4.2.2.
	Use appropriate strategies when reading for different purposes.

	4.2.3
	Make and confirm predictions about text by using prior knowledge and ideas presented in the text itself, including illustrations, titles, topic sentences, important words, foreshadowing clues (clues that indicate what might happen next) and direct quotations.

	4.2.4
	Evaluate new information and hypotheses (statements of theories or assumptions) by testing them against known information and ideas.

	4.2.6
	Distinguish between cause and effect and between fact and opinion in informational text.

	
	Standard 3: READING: Literary Response and Analysis

	
	Students read and respond to a wide variety of significant works of children's literature. They identify and discuss the characters, theme (the main idea of a story), plot (what happens in a story), and the setting (where a story takes place) of stories that they read. The selections in the Indiana Reading List illustrate the quality and complexity of the materials to be read by students.

	
	Structural Features of Literature

	4.3.1
	Describe the differences of various imaginative forms of literature, including fantasies, fables, myths, legends, and fairy tales.

	
	Narrative Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text

	4.3.2
	Identify the main events of the plot, including their causes and the effects of each event on future actions, and the major theme from the story action.

	4.3.3
	Use knowledge of the situation, setting, and a character's traits, motivations, and feelings to determine the causes for that character's actions.

	4.3.4
	Compare and contrast tales from different cultures by tracing the adventures of one character type. Tell why there are similar tales in different cultures.


	
	Standard 1: READING: Word Recognition, Fluency, and Vocabulary Development

	
	Students use their knowledge of word parts and word relationships, as well as context clues (the meaning of the text around a word), to determine the meaning of specialized vocabulary and to understand the precise meaning of grade-level-appropriate words.

	
	Vocabulary and Concept Development

	5.1.2
	Use word origins to determine the meaning of unknown words.

	5.1.3
	Understand and explain frequently used synonyms (words with the same meaning), antonyms (words with opposite meaning), and homographs (words that are spelled the same but have different meanings).

	5.1.4
	Know less common roots (graph = writing, logos = the study of) and word parts (auto = self, bio = life) from Greek and Latin and use this knowledge to analyze the meaning of complex words (autograph, autobiography, biography, biology).

	5.1.5
	Understand and explain the figurative use of words in similes (comparisons that use like or as: The stars were like a million diamonds in the sky.) and metaphors (implied comparisons: The stars were brilliant diamonds in the night sky.).

	
	Standard 2: READING: Reading Comprehension (Focus on Informational Materials)

	
	Students read and understand grade-level-appropriate material. They describe and connect the essential ideas, arguments, and perspectives of the text by using their knowledge of text structure, organizations, and purpose. The selections in the Indiana Reading List illustrate the quality and complexity of the materials to be read by students. At Grade 5, in addition to regular classroom reading, students read a variety of grade-level-appropriate narrative (story) and expository (informational and technical) text, including classic and contemporary literature, poetry, magazines, newspapers, reference materials, and online information.

	
	Structural Features of Informational and Technical Materials

	5.2.2
	Analyze text that is organized in sequential or chronological order.

	
	Comprehension and Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text

	5.2.3
	Recognize main ideas presented in texts, identifying and assessing evidence that supports those ideas.

	5.2.4
	Draw inferences, conclusions, or generalizations about text and support them with textual evidence and prior knowledge.

	
	Expository (Informational) Critique

	5.2.5
	Distinguish among facts, supported inferences, and opinions in text.

	
	Standard 3: READING: Literary Response and Analysis

	
	Students read and respond to grade-level-appropriate historically or culturally significant works of literature. They begin to find ways to clarify the ideas and make connections between literary works. The selections in the Indiana Reading List illustrate the quality and complexity of the materials to be read by students.

	
	Structural Features of Literature

	5.3.1
	Identify and analyze the characteristics of poetry, drama, fiction, and nonfiction and explain the appropriateness of the literary forms chosen by an author for a specific purpose.

	
	Narrative Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text

	5.3.2
	Identify the main problem or conflict of the plot and explain how it is resolved.

	5.3.3
	Contrast the actions, motives, and appearances of characters in a work of fiction and discuss the importance of the contrasts to the plot or theme.

	5.3.4
	Understand that theme refers to the central idea or meaning of a selection and recognize themes, whether they are implied or stated directly.

	5.3.5
	Describe the function and effect of common literary devices, such as imagery, metaphor, and symbolism.

	
	Symbolism: the use of an object to represent something else; for example, a dove might symbolize peace.

	
	Imagery: the use of language to create vivid pictures in the reader's mind.

	
	Metaphor: an implied comparison in which a word or phrase is used in place of another, such as He was drowning in money.                                                                                                                            

	
	Literary Criticism

	5.3.6
	Evaluate the meaning of patterns and symbols that are found in myth and tradition by using literature from different eras and cultures.

	5.3.7
	Evaluate the author's use of various techniques to influence readers' perspectives.

	
	Standard 1: READING: Word Recognition, Fluency, and Vocabulary Development

	
	Students use their knowledge of word parts and word relationships, as well as context clues (the meaning of the text around a word), to determine the meaning of specialized vocabulary and to understand the precise meaning of grade-level-appropriate words.

	
	Vocabulary and Concept Development

	6.1.2
	Identify and interpret figurative language (including similes, comparisons that use like or as, and metaphors, implied comparisons) and words with multiple meanings.

	6.1.3
	Recognize the origins and meanings of frequently used foreign words in English and use these words accurately in speaking and writing.

	6.1.4
	Understand unknown words in informational texts by using word, sentence, and paragraph clues to determine meaning.

	6.1.5
	Understand and explain slight differences in meaning in related words.

	
	Standard 2: READING: Reading Comprehension (Focus on Informational Materials)

	
	Students read and understand grade-level-appropriate material. They describe and connect the essential ideas, arguments, and perspectives of the text by using their knowledge of text structure, organizations, and purpose. The selections in the Indiana Reading List illustrate the quality and complexity of the materials to be read by students. At Grade 6, in addition to regular classroom reading, students read a variety of grade-level-appropriate narrative (story) and expository (informational and technical) texts, including classic and contemporary literature, poetry, magazines, newspapers, reference materials, and online information.

	
	Comprehension and Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text

	6.2.3
	Connect and clarify main ideas by identifying their relationship to multiple sources and related topics.

	6.2.4
	Clarify an understanding of texts by creating outlines, notes, diagrams, summaries or reports.

	6.2.5
	Follow multiple-step instructions for preparing applications.

	
	Standard 3: READING: Literary Response and Analysis

	
	Students read and respond to grade-level-appropriate historically or culturally significant works of literature that reflect and enhance their study of history and social science. They clarify the ideas and connect them to other literary works. The selections in the Indiana Reading List illustrate the quality and complexity of the materials to be read by students.

	
	Structural Features of Literature

	6.3.1
	Identify different types (genres) of fiction and describe the major characteristics of each form.

	
	Narrative Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text

	6.3.2
	Analyze the effect of the qualities of the character on the plot and the resolution of the conflict.

	6.3.3
	Analyze the influence of the setting on the problem and its resolution.

	6.3.4
	Define how tone and meaning are conveyed in poetry through word choice, figurative language, sentence structure, line length, punctuation, rhythm, alliteration (repetition of sounds, such as wild and wooly or threatening throngs), and rhyme.

	6.3.5
	Identify the speaker and  recognize the difference between first-person (the narrator tells the story from the "I" perspective) and third-person (the narrator tells the story from an outside perspective) narration.

	6.3.6
	Identify and analyze features of themes conveyed through characters, actions, and images.

	6.3.7
	Explain the effects of common literary devices, such as symbolism, imagery, or metaphor, in a variety of fictional and nonfictional text.

	
	Symbolism: the use of an object to represent something else; for example, a dove might symbolize peace.

	
	Imagery: the use of language to create vivid pictures in the reader's mind.

	
	Metaphor: an implied comparison in which a word or phrase is used in place of another, such as He was drowning in money.                                                                                                                            

	
	Literary Criticism

	6.3.8
	Critique the believability of characters and the degree to which a plot is believable or realistic.


Indiana State Standards Related to 4th – 6th Grade: Social Studies

Chronological Thinking, Comprehension, Analysis, and Interpretation

4.1.14 Distinguish fact from opinion and fact from fiction in historical documents and other information resources.

5.1.21 Examine a historical narrative about an issue of the time and distinguish between statements of opinion and those that are factually grounded.

6.1.18 Recognize historical perspectives in fiction and non-fiction stories by identifying the historical context in which events unfolded and by avoiding evaluation of the past solely in terms of present-day norms.

6.1.19 Analyze cause and effect relationships keeping in mind multiple causation, including the importance of individuals, ideas, human interests, beliefs, and chance in history.

6.1.20 Differentiate between factual and fictional historical accounts; explain the meaning of historical passages by identifying who was involved, what happened, where it happened, what events led to these developments, and what consequences or outcomes followed.

Individuals, Society, and Culture

     4.5.3 Define the term cultural group* and give examples of the challenges faced by diverse cultural groups in Indiana history.

Interesting Facts:


*She grew up in San Marino, California.


*Graduated from Stanford University with a B.A. in history and a M.A. in education.


*Worked as a 4th grade teacher.


*In 1960 she moved to New York and got involved in children’s book publishing at Harper & Row.


*She moved to Mexico City and in 1970 sold her 1st book to Putnam Publishing: The Adventures of Mole and Troll.


*While in Mexico she wrote many books in Spanish.


*She has the largest collection of hand-woven Indian belts, which helped inspire her to write a book of poems called My Mexico.


*She has 3 daughters and moved back to San Marino in 1985.


*She has published over 146 books.


Web Address: (biography) www.charlesbridge.com


Email Address: unknown


Other Books by this Author:


*The Barn Owls     *Uncle Rain Cloud     *Fishing Sunday


*Day of the Dead     *Amber on the Mountain


*Bigfoot Cinderrrrrella     *How Many Miles to Jacksonville?





Complete list of books at:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.barnesandnoble.com" ��www.barnesandnoble.com�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.childrenslit.com" ��www.childrenslit.com�











