	


Gregor the Overlander, Suzanne Collins; Scholastic Publishing, 2003

About the Author: 

Suzanne Collins Books http://www.suzannecollinsbooks.com 

Suzanne Collins has been writing for children since 1991.  She began by writing for many children and preschooler television shows, for the popular Nickelodeon network.  Another author talked her into trying children’s books.  She was first attracted to the imagination of the writing in the book Alice in Wonderland  but decided that kids in NYC were more likely to fall down a manhole than a rabbit hole.  Gregor the Overlander was born!  Suzanne liked the idea not of creating another fantasyland, but of imagining what could be going on right under your feet in NYC.  She finds that she still has a “healthy fear” of rats, pet or otherwise.  No mailing address or email found.

Annotation:

Gregor the Overlander is a fast-paced book about a young boy facing a task of a ten men.  Poor Gregor is spending his summer inside, babysitting his little sister, Boots.  He has resigned himself to a boring summer, when he accidentally chases Boots down a grate in their apartment laundry room, and discovers the Underworld.  Greeted by a pack of roaches (crawlers) and taken the group of humans like he has not seen before, he embarks on a journey as the chosen warrior, prophesied for many years.  The humans, crawlers, a few bats, and some spiders take off on a journey to rescue Gregor’s long-lost father.   The journey is long, and dangerous, fighting against the very treacherous caves and even more dangerous rats, out to kill Gregor and the group.  The “questors” fear their leader and cause are lost, when their adventure takes a turn for the worst.  This page-turner is sure to delight even non-fantasy readers.  Collins does a smart job of engaging you not in so much of  a fantasy-world, but one that exists, to some extent, underneath us all.  Reader’s young and old can enjoy this book of adventure.

Book talk: 

“ Time was passing. Gregor couldn’t tell exactly how much, but too much to make sense.  Surely there was a limit to how deep a hole could be.”  So begins this novel full of underworld surprises at every turn.  Follow Gregor and his two-year-old sister as they take on the challenge of a lifetime.  Gregor finds himself with his little sister, in a world that he is not familiar with, with people who either want to kill him, or think him their warrior.  Do you think you would be ready to be the warrior of a group of creatures you don’t know or even like?  With you little sister in a backpack on your back?  What if it was all in order to save your own father?  What would you do?  Read this book to see if you would do the same!

Characters:

Gregor- 11 year old boy who lives with his mother, two younger sisters, and Grandmother; hard-working boy, very responsible, sad- misses his father

Boots- two-year-old sister of Gregor; spirited

Luxa and Henry- cousins whose parents were killed by rats- go on the quest

Vikus- wise old man who is Luxa’s grandfather- leads the first part of the quest

Ares and Aurora- trusted rats, bonded to Luxa and Henry, who also go on the quest

Conflict: Gregor and his younger sister and trapped below ground in the Underland. They must defeat the rats and rescue his dad to save the Underworld and their lives.    

Conflict Resolution:  With the help of a trusted rat, Gregor, Luxa, Boots and their friends save their father and get almost everyone back to safely in Regalia.

Genre: Science fiction, fantasy

If You like The Teacher’s Funeral, you’ll love:

Gregor and the Prophecy of Bane, Book 2

Gregor and the Curse of the Warmbloods, Book 3

Gregor and the Marks of Secret, Book 4

Gregor and the Code of Claw, Book 5

Interest level: 5-9

Reading level: 4.8

Read Aloud Passages:

“Where there’s life, there’s hope.” Chapter 11, pg. 113

“Beware, Underlanders, time hangs by a thread.  The hunters are hunted, white water runs red.  The gnawers will strike to extinguish the rest.  The hope of the hopeless resides in a quest.  An Overland warrior, a son of the sun, may bring us backlight, he may bring us back none.  But gather your neighbors and follow his call or rats will most surely devour us all.  Two over, two under, of royal descent, two flyers, two crawlers, two spinners assent.  One gnawer beside and one lost up ahead.  And eight will be left when we count up the dead.  The last who will die must decide where he stands.  The fate of the eight is contained in his hands.  So bid him take care, bid him look where he leaps, as life may be death and death life again reaps. Chapter 10, p. 109

“Courage only counts when you can count.” Chapter 12, p. 140

“The rat turned his glowing eyes on him, and Gregor was shocked by what he saw there.  The intelligence, the deadliness, and, most surprisingly, the pain.  This rat was not like Fangor and Shed.  He was much more complicated and much more dangerous.”  Chapter 19, p. 205

Setting: New York City, under the subway, present day

Summary: Gregor and his sister accidentally fall into a hole that takes the to the Underworld, a place where rats kill, and roaches talk.  Gregor really just wants to go home, but discovers that a human before him prophesied his arrival, and his place as a warrior.  Not sure he wants this task, Gregor soon learns that his father, who has been missing, is also in the Underworld.  Gregor must embark on a quest with his new “friends”, the bats, the crawlers, the spinners, and the humans he doesn’t quite understand to rescue his father and return some peace to the Underland.  

Point of View: Third person

Theme: Gregor the Overlander –Gregor is the main character and is called an “Overlander” because he lives over the underground tunnel where he meets the new creatures

Across the Curriculum:


Science: 4.4.2, 4.4.3, 4.4.4, 4.4.5, 4.4.6, 4.4.7, 4.4.8

· Students should take their knowledge of living plants and humans, and apply it to the book.  Work in a small group to determine how the living things in the book, the humans, the plants, and the other animals, kept with those rules and sometimes went against them, or adapted to them.  Make a compare/contrast poster to present to the class, showing your information.
Activities:

· p. 46- The group of Underland humans speaks with verbs first.  Analyze the sentence structure of the way we speak versus the Underland humans.  p. 51 par. 6
· Kids Wings  http://suzyred.com/2005gregor.html 

· Complete the web quest to create your own Underland, complete with government, supplies, etc. 
· Explore the different kinds of caves, similar to what Gregor would have seen.  Complete a Venn Diagram comparing two of the types of caves.
· National Geographic.com  http://www.nationalgeographic.com/nyunderground 
· Explore the underground of New York City- Write or draw a description of what you see.
· Write directions for Luxa to make a sandwich.  Whole group/Individual
Discussion Questions/Language:

Chapter 1- guttural, primal, grimaced, lucid, envious

· Describe some of the things you think are making Gregor sad.  What does he do that seems to make him happier?  p. 8-13

Chapter 2- instinctively, consultation, ingratiatingly, exertion, arrogant

· What would you have done in Gregor’s situation?  Go with the roaches or find a way out? Why?

Chapter 3- intricate, intimidate, intervened, staggered, haughty, concealed, contradict

· Draw a picture of the girl on pg. 27

· What made Gregor feel like the girl had an “attitude”? p. 27-28

· Are Gregor and Boots in the hands of the “good guys”?  Why or why not?

Chapter 4- proximity, gratified, transpire, diplomatic, impulse, reassuring

· Where do you think Vikus is taking Gregor and Boots?  Why?

Chapter 5- primitive, translucent, reserve, anxiety, self-consciousness

· Draw or clip art a picture of Regalia.  

· How does it compare to Indianapolis?

· Is this similar to lunch at your school?  Why or why not? p. 52

· What will Gregor do and why? p. 58

Chapter 6- indistinguishable, involuntary

· Do you think Gregor has a plan?

Chapter 7- disengaged

· Are the people chasing Gregor to save him or harm him?  Why do you think so?

· What do the rats want to do with Gregor and Boots?

Chapter 8- illuminating, preoccupied, assailants, disorienting

· What do you think they torched the beach of the rats?

Chapter 9- carnage, numbly, fatigue, sorely, distressed

· Why do you think Vicka has Gregor’s father’s key chain?

Chapter 10- quizzical, evades, prophecies, visionary, maddening

· Tell what you think the poetic prophecy means, line by line.  

Chapter 11- persistent, ensued, assent

· Would you have taken Boots along with you?  Why or why not?

Chapter 12- delegation, extravagance, indifferent, scrutinized, prudence, demeanor, plausible

· Have you ever felt like it was hard not to let yourself believe something?

· Do you believe in Gregor?  If you were Gregor, would you believe in yourself?  Why?

Chapter 13- ecstatically, presumably, vexation, mock, contempt

· Could you forgive Luxa and Henry for teasing you and being mean?  Why?

Chapter 14- patronizing, delegation, reverently, proposition

· “Do you think something deserves to die if it’s not strong?” p. 158  React to this comment.  Do you agree or disagree?  Why?

· What do you think is happening to Boots with the crawlers?

Chapter 15- absorption

· What do you think made the crawlers honor Boots?  p. 161

· What do you think will happen to Gregor now?  Will the spiders be friendly to him and the others?

Chapter 16- enmeshed, counterproductive

· Predict what happens with the spinners?

Chapter 17- antagonize, fester, 

· p. 186- What are the risks and benefits the group has in trying to escape their spidery prison?

· Predict what you think will happen to Luxa?  Explain.  p. 189

Chapter 18- obligingly, ambassador, instinctively

· Do you think the rat will be helpful or harmful to the group?  Why?

Chapter 19- languidly, philosophically, 

· Have you ever had to ask help from someone who you did not particularly like?

· p. 210 Who do you predict will be the four dead of the group? Why?

Chapter 20- ravenous, dismal, repugnant

· How would you feel if you were Gregor, Luxa and Henry- having been left behind by Vikus? p. 215

· What would you be able to make if you were stuck in the Underland?  Who taught you to make it? p. 218

· Do you think there is ever a time when it is okay to have a class system, where some are better then others, and don’t have to do certain things for themselves?

· Predict where the group will get another spinner, since one of the two has died.  p. 226

Chapter 21- carnage

· Has Ripred done something to Henry- or is Henry taking things into his own hands?  p. 235

Chapter 22-treachery, pestilence

· Do you think Tick was brave or foolish for saving Boots? Why?

Chapter 23

· What do you think the author means by “what was left of his dad?  What have the rats been doing with him?

Chapter 24- futilely

· P. 257-258- Describe what Gregor’s dad looks like?  How does this compare to what he used to look like?

· p. 259- What has Henry done?

· p. 266- What do you think happens to Gregor?  Does he die?  Why or why not?

Chapter 25- trepidation, incoherent

· Compare how Gregor is now to how he was at the beginning of the book to the end.  

· p. 275 What would you do if you were Gregor right now?

Chapter 26

· p. 290- Do you think it was possible that Ares didn’t know of Henry’s plan?  Why or why not?

· Would you vote to banish Ares?  Why or why not?

Chapter 27

· p. 298- Why do you think Gregor was not allowing himself to have hope, to be happy?  What did the Underlanders and his Grandmother try to teach him about hope?  What do you know about hope?

· What do you think the “Prophecy of Bane” is?  How do you think it will include Gregor or his family members?

Indiana Standards: 
Science: 4.4.2, 4.4.3, 4.4.4, 4.4.5, 4.4.6, 4.4.7, 4.4.8

Language Arts: 4.2.2, 4.2.3, 4.2.4, 4.2.6, 4.3.1, 4.3.2, 4.3.3, 4.3.4, 5.2.2, 5.2.3, 5.2.4, 5.2.5, 5.3.1, 5.3.2, 5.3.3, 5.3.4, 5.3.5, 5.3.6, 5.3.7, 6.1.4, 6.2.3, 6.2.3, 6.2.4, 6.2.5, 6.3.1, 6.3.2, 6.3.3, 6.3.4, 6.3.5, 6.3.6, 6.3.7, 6.3.8

