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	About the Author- Stephanie Greene

	Background and Interesting Facts
	Stephanie Greene was the middle of five children in her family.  When she was a child, she remembers playing outside and reading books.  She credits books for helping her through the tough times in her life.  

	Official Website
	None
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	E-mail
	None listed
	

	Mailing Address
	None listed
	

	Author’s Connection to the Book
	Owen Foote, Mighty Scientist is just one book in a series of Owen Foote books by the author.  As a child she loved reading and she loved the outdoors.  

	Other Books Written by the Author
	Owen Foote, Super Spy

Owen Foote, Money Man

Owen Foote, Frontiersman
	Owen Foote, Soccer Star

Owen Foote, Second Grade Strongman

	Annotation

	Owen Foote wants to be a scientist more than anything.  When he enlists the help of his best friend, Joseph for the school’s annual science fair, they want to win first prize to impress a teacher.  This easy to read book will be a favorite of science-loving children!

	Booktalk

	Intro- Owen Foote, Mighty Scientist is a book by Stephanie Green about a boy who wants to prove that he is a scientist by creating a good science fair project. 

Lead-in- If Owen and his friend Joseph make one of the best science fair projects in the school, they will attract the attention of the “best” teacher in the fourth grade.  

Hook- Owen read in a magazine that pollution can have very harmful effects on frogs, so he decides to try it out.  But, when the time starts to dwindle away, the project goes all wrong.  

Conclusion- If you want to find out how the project turns out, you will have to read, Owen Foote, Mighty Scientist.  

	Genre

	This book is a humorous fiction book.

	If You Like Owen Foote, Might Scientist, You’ll Love…

	Same Genre
	Attack of the Tagger by Wendelin Van Draanen

	Same Author
	Owen Foote, Super Spy

Owen Foote, Money Man

Owen Foote, Frontiersman
	Owen Foote, Soccer Star

Owen Foote, Second Grade Strongman

	Interest Level, Reading Level

	www.perma-bound.com 
	Interest Level- 2-5              Reading Level- 3.8

Catalog #- 227602

	Characters

	Name & Age
	Relationship to other Characters
	Personality Traits

	Owen- about 8
	3rd grade student, main character
	Loves animals, esp. reptiles

	Joseph- about 8
	Owen’s best friend
	Likes acting, quiet, wimpy

	Mom
	Owen’s mom
	Loving, observant

	Lydia
	Owen’s  older sister
	Know it all

	Mr. Wozniak
	4th grade teacher
	Loves science

	Setting

	This story takes place in the Spring, a month or two before school ends.  Most of the story takes place in Owen’s house, near a swamp and some takes place at Owen’s school.  

	Point of View

	The story is told in third person from Owen’s point of view. 

	Conflict

	The conflict in the story is that Owen wants more than anything to make a great science fair project and then it goes all wrong when the group of control tadpoles die from overfeeding. 

	Conflict Resolution

	Owen turns the project into a learning experience by showing how important it is to follow procedures in a science experiment.  He won an award in a new category—“Special Merit.”

	Summary

	Owen wants to catch the attention of the best teacher in the fourth grade by creating a great science fair project.  After thinking of several ideas, Owen decides that he and his friend, Joseph will get tadpoles from the nearby swamp and hatch them in two groups.  One group will be the control group and the other will be the experimental group.  With the experimental group he hopes to prove that chemicals uses on lawns can make frogs deformed.  However, when his friend and his mom overfeed the control group those tadpoles come up dead.  Quickly, Owen and Joseph have to come up with a solution before the science fair the next day.  They decide to show that bad things can happen when scientists do not follow the procedures of an experiment, and they win a Special Merit honor. 

	Theme

	Science fairs

Friendship
	Amphibians

Experiements
	Differences in friends

Pollution

	Across the Curriculum Connections

	Subject: 
	Suggested Activities:
	Resources: 

	Science/Writing
	Amphibian Research- research one of the animals that Owen sees at the amphibian show.  
	Internet, Library books, etc. 

http://www.biology4kids.com/files/vert_amphibian.html 

	Science
	Study the scientific method and discuss the importance of each part. 
	Science textbook
http://www.biology4kids.com/files/studies_scimethod.html 

	Activities

	Science Fair
	Have students create their own science fair projects to present on a parent night.  

	Science- study life cycles
	Bring tadpoles into the classroom and watch them grow into frogs.  

	Discussion Questions

	Pre-Reading:
	1. Have you ever been in a science fair? 

2. Do you like to do experiments in science class? 

	Post-Reading:
	1. Do Joseph and Owen want to be in the same class next year? 

2. Do you think they will remain friends? 

	First 1/3 of Book: 
	1. What is a uromastyx?  Would you want a pet like this?  Would your parents let you get one? 

2. Do you think it is ok for Anthony’s dad to do his project for him?  Why or why not? 

3. Taking care of Chuck makes Owen nervous.  Have you ever been around pet (yours or someone else’s) that makes you nervous?  

	Second 1/3 of Book:
	1. How does Owen treat Joseph?  Do you think he is nice to him?  Does he listen to him? 

2. Do you think it is right for Owen to deliberately try to make the tadpoles deformed? 

3. What was wrong with Chuck?  Should Owen have been more responsible? 

	Last 1/3 of Book: 
	1. What do you think Owen and Joseph’s tadpoles will look like? 

2. Why do you think the control tadpoles died? 

3. How did Owen and Joseph save their project? Explain what they did. 

	Language- Spelling/Vocabulary

	Retaliate
	Fight back or get back at someone

	Gratitude
	Being thankful

	Billowing
	Sticking out

	Convulsion
	Shaking 

	Electrocute 
	An electrical shock

	Hatch
	To break out of a shell

	Stagnant
	Quiet, stale water

	Miserable
	Very sad and upset

	Pesticide 
	A chemical used to kill bugs and mosquitoes 

	Listless 
	Tired, not moving, sick

	Catastrophe
	A major disaster

	Indiana State Standards

	Language Arts
	4.1.1 Read aloud grade-level-appropriate literary and informational texts with fluency and accuracy and with appropriate timing, changes in voice, and expression.
4.2.3 Draw conclusions or make and confirm predictions about text by using prior knowledge and ideas presented in the text itself,

4.3.2 Identify the main events of the plot, including their causes and the effects of each event on future actions, and the major theme from the story action.

4.4.3 Write informational pieces with multiple paragraphs

4.4.6 Locate information in reference texts by using organizational features, such as prefaces and appendixes.

4.5.3 Write or deliver a research report
5.1.1 Read aloud grade-level-appropriate narrative text (stories) and expository text (information) fluently and accurately and with appropriate timing, changes in voice, and expression.

5.2.4 Draw inferences, conclusions, or generalizations about text and support them with textual evidence and prior knowledge.

5.3.2 Identify the main problem or conflict of the plot and explain how it is resolved.

5.4.3 Write informational pieces with multiple paragraphs

5.5.3 Write or deliver a research report

6.1.1 Read aloud grade-level-appropriate poems and literary and  informational texts fluently and accurately and with appropriate timing, changes in voice, and expression.

6.2.7 Make reasonable statements and conclusions about a text, supporting them with evidence from the text.

6.4.3 Write informational pieces of several paragraphs

	Science
	4.1.2 Recognize and describe that results of scientific investigations are seldom exactly the same.

5.1.1 Recognize and describe that results of similar scientific investigations may turn out differently because of inconsistencies in methods, materials, and observations*.

5.4.5 Explain how changes in an organism’s habitat are sometimes beneficial and sometimes harmful.

6.1.2 Give examples of different ways scientists investigate natural phenomena and identify processes all scientists use, such as collection of relevant evidence, the use of logical reasoning, and the application of imagination in devising hypotheses* and explanations, in order to make sense of the evidence.


