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	Connection to the Book:
	Kathleen loves to write books about people’s lives and present them from a new perspective.  She, too, is a children’s author and shares the same love for helping children as Dr. Seuss did.  Ted Geisel’s life was one that lent itself to a great children’s biography.

	Other books by this author:
	Lives of… series; Wilma Unlimited; Leonardo DaVinci; Houdini; Isaac Newton; Anne Elizabeth’s Diary; I Hear America Singing; Clip, Clip, Clip: Three Stories About Hair; How To Trick or Treat in Outer Space; A Woman For President; A Kid’s Guide To America’s Bill of Rights: Curfews, Censorship, and the 100-Pound Giant; M Is for Music


	Annotation:
	Who had a dad who ran the zoo, a stuffed animal named Theophrastus, and a penchant for doodling flying cows?  Who else but Ted Geisel, a.k.a. Dr. Seuss? He’s the most popular children’s book author in the world, but Ted would never have believed this was to become his life.  According to this biographical account, “All in all, he excelled at fooling around.”  His unusual way of looking at the world usually brought him only trouble.  In fact, he was once voted “Least Likely to Succeed”.  Until the day he realizes that the skills others criticized were the very ones he could use to better the life of children.




	Booktalk:
	Are you good at something other people don’t seem to appreciate?  Do you sometimes feel like you will never amount to anything?  Then you have a lot in common with the most famous children’s book author of all time – Ted Geisel.  Don’t know who he is?  Well, how about Dr. Seuss! Does that ring a bell?  In the story The Boy on Fairfield Street: How Ted Geisel Grew Up To Become Dr. Seuss we see the simple and difficult beginnings of a boy who changed the world for children.  It seems that the only thing he was good at was fooling around – he was even voted as “Least Likely to Succeed”, but he overcame these odds when he realized that his desire for doodling and fooling could actually become his career!  Read The Boy on Fairfield Street: How Ted Geisel Grew Up To Become Dr. Seuss to find out how.                   .


	Characters:
	Name & Age:
	Relationship to other characters:
	Personality traits:

	
	Ted Geisel – boyhood until age 22
	Main character 
	Goofball; creative; non-conformist, exaggerator

	
	Theodor Geisel
	Ted’s dad
	Hard-working, son of immigrants, wants more for son

	
	Henrietta Seuss Geisel
	Ted’s mom
	Caring, love for learning and respect for education, big dreams for kids; tolerant

	
	Marnie
	Ted’s sister
	studious


	Conflict:
	Ted Geisel “excels at fooling around” and doesn’t seem to have a plan for his future.


	Conflict Resolution:
	Ted realizes that his love for “fooling around” can actually lead to a paid career as a children’s book author.


	Genre:
	Biography


	You’ll love these:
	Same genre / interest level:
	Oh, the places he went : a story about Dr. Seuss--Theodore Seuss Geisel by Maryann Weidt; The Man Who Was Dr. Seuss : The Life and Work of Theodor Geisel by Thomas Fensch

	
	By same author:
	Lives of… series; Wilma Unlimited; Leonardo DaVinci; Houdini; A Woman For President


	Interest level / reading level:
	From Follett Library Resources
	     Reading grade level: 3.9 Follett Library Resources
     Interest grade level: 3-6 Follett Library Resources

	
	
	


	Read-aloud pages/passage:
	Chapter and page #:
	Description of action:

	
	Pg. 7
	Opening page of book – outlines Ted’s birth, setting of story, his interests, and sets up the general conflict of the story

	
	Pg. 20
	Describes Ted’s love and talent for cartooning, but also shows the conflict developing with those who want him to conform more to their idea of “art” and general rules in life.

	
	
	


	Setting:
	Springfield, Massachusetts 
1904 - 1926


	Summary:
	Ted Geisel is born on Fairfield Street in Springfield, Massachuetts in 1904.  His parents expect him to go to college and become something that will make them proud, like a doctor or lawyer, but Ted only “excels at fooling around” as he doodles his way through school.  Using his life on Fairfield Street as inspiration for his drawings, he often spends his time exaggerating reality instead of living in it.  Those around him hold little hope for his future.  Even after attending Dartmouth College, Ted is unable to see a future for himself.  It takes an encouraging comment from a fellow student at Oxford to help him realize what he has to offer. After dropping out of Oxford University, he returns home to pursue cartooning, his first love.  After his first cartoon is published, he moves to Greenwich Village to continue his dream of writing books for children.


	Point of View:
	Third-person omniscient


	Theme:
	One can achieve his or her dreams even when others wouldn’t expect it.  The title The Boy on Fairfield Street refers to how the famous Dr. Seuss of today started out as an unknown little boy with no direction.


	Across the Curriculum Connections:

	Subject:
	Suggested Activities:
	Resources:

	Art
	Have students discuss the illustrations in the book.  What made the illustrators choose those particular illustrations from Dr. Seuss’s book to go with each page? How do these cartoons parallel the text and even the oil paintings at times?  How do the illustrations reflect what is going on in the plot or in the character’s mind?
	The Boy From Fairfield Street



	Art
	After learning about basic cartooning techniques, have students draw a cartoon depicting a scene from the book.
	Cartooning for Kids Web Resource List: http://www.cdli.ca/CITE/cartooning.htm


	Art
	Create a class or grade-level mural of Forest Park in Springfield, Massachusetts for display in the school library or lobby. Use a document camera to display the book illustrations and have students visit the park online for maps and picture ideas.
	The Boy From Fairfield Street

http://forestparkzoo.com


	Math
	Pretend you are visiting Springfield, Massachusetts for a Forest Park Zoo Party.  Use the imaginary flier for the party to solve given math problems.
	Forest Park Zoo Party Math Lesson: http://suzyred.com/03seuss.pdf


	Social Studies
	Discuss why the Geisel’s were treated poorly around the war years.  If possible, read personal narratives about how German Americans or other non-native American citizens were treated during and after WWI.  Ex: Germans, Japanese, etc.  
	German Immigration: Shadows of War

http://memory.loc.gov/learn/features/immig/german8.html


	Life Skills
	Have the students reflect on their own interests and maturation process by completing this worksheet found online at Seussville.
	
Who I’m Growing Up To Be http://www.seussville.com/seussentennial/pdf/info.pdf

	Language Arts
	Use The Boy From Fairfield Street as a springboard for teaching and reviewing biographies as a literary genre.
	

	Language Arts
	Watch a video about Dr. Seuss’s life or read another picture book biography of Dr. Seuss.  Compare and contrast the information from one resource with what was provided in Krull’s book.
	DVD - In Search of Dr Seuss (1994)
Turner Home Entertainment

Lynch, Wendy. Dr. Seuss. Chicago: Heinemann, 2000.


	
	
	


	Activities:
	Group Size
	Description:

	Comic Strip
	2-4
	Comic Strip: In groups or individually, have students create a comic strip about Dr. Seuss’s life.  Have them use what they’ve learned about dialogue and story elements to help them create their comic.

	Comparison – Children’s Lit of Today
	Full class or small group
	Dr. Seuss’s books were often said to be “respectful towards children, and not always respectful towards authority – the rule makers.  Have students make a list of those current books that have that same theme (ex: Capt. Underpants, The Secret Knowledge of Grown-ups). Explain to students that some adults feel that these stories do not deserve a place on the library shelves and ask them why they think that is.  

	“Political” Cartoon
	1 – 2 students
	Some of Dr. Seuss’s books used cartoons and nonsense words to explore serious issues, such as nuclear war or pollution (The Butter Battle Book, The Lorax).  Have students create a cartoon showing their opinion on a more serious issue. Examples might include: school uniforms, standardized testing, Accelerated Reader, popularity contests, etc. 
If appropriate to age level and understanding, examples of Dr. Seuss’s and also current political cartoons may be used: http://orpheus.ucsd.edu/speccoll/dspolitic/Frame.htm


	Web Scavenger Hunt
	Whole class (if no lab but projector) or partners in lab
	Have students visit the Dr. Seuss Memorial Sculpture Gardens (http://www.catinthehat.org/) and the Forest Park Zoo (http://forestparkzoo.com) to complete a web scavenger hunt answering various questions about Dr. Seuss, the area in which he grew up, and current places commemorating him.  If students finish early, let them stop off at  www.seussville.com to learn more about Dr. Seuss and play some games.


	Birthday Tie-In
	Whole class
	Read the book on March 2nd: Read Across America Day and Dr. Seuss’s birthday!



	Dr. Seuss Acrostic
	individual
	Create an acrostic describing what you have learned about Dr. Seuss while reading this story.  Use this as a springboard for a character analysis and descriptive paragraph using evidence from the story.  Resource:http://www.seussville.com/seussentennial/pdf/wordortwo.pdf


	Timeline
	Whole class or individual
	Using Timeliner, Inspiration, or other software, have students create a timeline of Dr. Seuss’s life using the story.

	Crossword Puzzle
	Individual
	Using www.puzzlemaker.com, have students complete a crossword puzzle or create their own using terms and information from the book.  
(sample puzzle and directions attached)

	Journal Starter
	Individual
	Describe a time when you felt people did not respect your personal gifts or talents.  What do you think may have made them feel this way?

	Journal/Reflection Paper
	Individual
	Reflect on the following quote made by Dr. Seuss and explain how it relates to the story: "Be who you are and say what you want, because those who mind don't matter and those who matter don't mind."


	Discussion Questions:
	Question
	Type of Question

	Pre-Reading:
	· Who is Dr. Seuss?  What are some of his books that you know?
· Describe Dr. Seuss’s books – what does he like to write about?

· Describe Dr. Seuss’s illustrations.

· Where do you think Dr. Seuss got his start?

· What do you think he was like as a child?
	

	Post-reading:
	· What do you think is the theme of this book?
· Has this book inspired you in any way?

· Was Ted a “troublemaker” or just misunderstood?  How can we tell the difference? 
· What are some of the people, places, and events in Dr. Seuss’s life that found their way into his stories?
· What is the effect of the cartoons interspersed with the painted illustrations of the story?
	

	First 1/3 of book:
	· Why would Kathleen Krull refer to Fairfield Street as “the best of all possible places”? (Pg. 7)
· At what did Ted excel? (Pg. 7)

· Look at the cartoon on page 7 – how does it reflect the picture on page 6?  What is this cartoon from?

· What Dr. Seuss book do you think was especially inspired by Ted’s father’s job as Superintendent of Parks? (Pg. 8)

· In what Dr Seuss story is the cartoon on page 8 found?

· What was Henrietta’s dream for her children?

· What was the name of Dr. Seuss’s stuffed dog?  How does this reflect the names of his characters in his stories? (Pg. 10)

· Describe Ted’s life on Fairfield Street. (Pg. 12-13)

· What were some of the ways Ted did not fit in? (Pg. 16)

· How does the Seuss cartoon on page 16 reflect this theme?

· Why would Americans of the time persecute those associated with Germany? (Pg. 16 – might be an activity for outside historical research since it is not in the 4th /5th grade curriculum)


	

	Second 1/3 of book:
	· What did Ted do very well?  (pg. 18)

· Why do you think his mom didn’t get angry when he drew on the walls? (Pg. 18)
· What was his favorite part of the newspaper? (Pg. 18)

· What happened when Ted took an art class in high school? (Pg. 20)

· What was Ted’s biggest “crime”? (Pg. 20)

· What do you think Katherine Krull meant when she wrote that “he was starting to notice when rules didn’t make sense”?  (Pg. 20) Are there any examples of that in your world?

· Why do you think people considered Ted’s view of the world “bad”? (Pg. 20)  Do you think they were right?

· Describe what happened when Theodore Roosevelt congratulated the medal-winners. (Pg. 22)  What did this do to Ted?

· On page 24, Kathleen Krull writes that Ted “was never going to be studious like his sister, Marnie.”  How do you think this made him feel?  Do you ever feel this way when you are compared to your siblings?  How could you change this?

· Ted skipped school to go to the movies.  How do you feel about this?  How would your parents feel about this?  What do you think about his mom’s warning that skipping school to go to the movies would make him a failure?

· Have you ever had a teacher who encouraged you to do something? (Pg. 24)


	

	Last 1/3 of book:
	· Did people expect Ted to make it to Dartmouth?  Why or why not? (Pg. 26)

· How was Ted still able to write for his college magazine even though they had kicked him off the staff? (Pg. 26)  Do you think this was right to do?

· What was Ted voted for at Dartmouth? (Pg. 26)

· Why didn’t Ted want to move back in with his parents? (Pg. 28)

· What did Ted’s father do when he found out the Ted didn’t get the grant to Oxford?  Why did he do this? (Pg. 28)

· What remark from a classmate changed his life? (Pg. 30)

· When he moved back to Fairfield Street, what does he say he’s going to put his energy into?  (Pg. 32)  Do you think most people put their energy into doing what they want to do or into what others want them to do.  Why? How can this be changed?

· How much was he paid for his first cartoon?  What was it a picture of? (Pg. 32)

· Why was he “tickled” at calling himself Dr. Seuss? (Pg. 32)
· What were some of the responses to Ted’s cartoons? (Pg. 34)

· Why was Ted pleased that a 12-year-old boy wanted his autograph? (Pg 34)

· Is is ever OK to “promote fooling around”? If so, when? (Pg. 34)
· Where does Ted finally settle to do his work? (Pg. 36)

· How does the cartoon on page 36 reflect the end of this chapter in Dr. Seuss’s life (or the beginning of another)?


	


	Language (spelling/vocabulary):
	Term
	Definition
(adapted from Dictionary.com)

	
	superintendent
	A person who has the authority to supervise or direct.

	
	bugle
	A brass wind instrument somewhat shorter than a trumpet without keys or valves.

	
	immigrants
	A person who leaves one country to settle permanently in another.

	
	brewery
	A place that manufactures beer.



	
	Patriotism
	Love of and devotion to one's country.



	
	Humor magazine
	A magazine that contains cartoon, funny stories, and other humorous material

	
	Plagued
	To be pestered or annoyed by all the time.

	
	Prestigious
	having a great reputation; respected

	
	Grant
	A giving of funds for a specific purpose.

	
	Promote
	To urge someone to believe in something.

	
	Complaint
	An expression of pain, dissatisfaction, or resentment.


	Indiana Standards met by novel content:
	

	English/Language Arts:
	4.2.2; 4.2.3; 4.2.4; 4.2.6; 4.3.2; 4.3.3; 
5.2.2; 5.2.3; 5.2.4; 5.2.5; 5.3.1; 5.3.2; 5.3.3; 5.3.4; 5.3.5; 5.3.7; 
6.1.4; 6.2.3; 6.2.4; 6.2.5; 6.3.1; 6.3.2; 6.3.3; 6.3.4; 6.3.5; 6.3.6; 6.3.7; 6.3 8

	Math:
	

	Science:
	

	Social Studies:
	6.1.18; 6.1.19

	
	


Seuss-Mania!
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Across

2. where Ted liked to play

3. nickname he used to write for school paper

4. where Ted moved to start his career

5. what Ted went to instead of going to school

6. what Ted liked to draw

10. what Ted excelled at

12. city of Ted's birth

13. college Ted attended

14. Ted's stuffed dog

15. money given for special schooling

Down

1. state of Ted's birth

2. street Ted lived on

3. local paper

5. Ted's sister

7. country where Ted's grandparents were from

8. president who visited Springfield

9. classmates voted him "Least likely to _____________"

11. Ted's real last name

Directions for creating a crossword puzzle:

· Go to www.puzzlemaker.com
· Choose a puzzle type from the pull-down menu (there are some examples you can look at to help you decide).

· Enter a title for your puzzle in the blank provided.

· Enter a row height and width range for your puzzle.

· Enter a number of spaces variable for your puzzle.

· Enter a one-word answer (or two or more words combined without spaces), a space, and then your clue phrase in the field provided.

· Press submit

· Your puzzle will appear.

· You may save your puzzle to an account or print it out for student use.
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