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	About the Author:

(Interesting facts, etc)
	     Betty Ren Wright began her career as an editorial assistant.  She decided to leave editing in 1978 and started to freelance with adult fiction.  She soon changed her mind and decided to focus on children’s books.  She had just become a step-grandmother. She thought it would be interesting to write about a grandchild who did not want to have a new grandmother.  Getting Rid of Marjorie was a success and she continued to write children’s books

     She has always enjoyed ghost stories and mysteries.  She loves to be scared and hopes to someday see a ghost.  She also likes to write about small towns and relationships in her stories.  She has won many awards over her career for her books.

	Web Address:
	She does not appear to have a web address.  She is currently 79 years old and may not be comfortable with technology.  Here are some websites that did provide biographical information:   http://www.btsb.com/Library/Showcase/AuthorDetail.php?ID=571&
http://www.sff.net/people/jackbyrne/Brwright.htm


	E-Mail:

Mailing Address:
	Once again, she does not appear to have a home page or e-mail address.

Betty Ren Wright (home address)

611 47th Avenue

Kenosha, WI  53144
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	[image: image1.jpg]




	Connection to the Book:
	Betty Ren Wright has always enjoyed ghost stories and mysteries.  The majority of her books have been either ghost stories or mysteries.  She loves to be scared!  She lives in Wisconsin.  Crandall’s Castle takes place in Wisconsin as well.

	Other books by this author:
	Christina’s Secret, Princess for a Week, The Blizzard, The Dollhouse Murders, The Ghost in Room 11, The Ghost of Popcorn Hill, The Wish Master, Too Many Secrets, Haunted Summer, The Moonlight Man


	Annotation:
	     Charli’s life was pretty good until this summer.  She has a new stepfather, her aunt and uncle across the street have taken in a 14-year old girl they don’t know, and her uncle bought a haunted house.  The worst part is that Uncle Will wants her to help fix the house up!  Betty Ren Wright’s novel Crandall’s Castle is a great horror and suspense story for intermediate school students.  It is scary at times, but not terrifying enough to keep young people up at night with nightmares.  The reader gets to experience the story through the eyes of Charli and the new girl, Sophia.  Often, you would read the same scene in the next chapter, but it was told from the other girl’s perspective, which was often quite different.  I enjoyed this book. It didn’t take me long to read it because I wanted to keep reading.  The vocabulary is not too difficult either.  I think that girls might like this book a little more because of the strained relationship between Charli and Sophia.  However, boys would enjoy being scared with the ghost scenes.


	Booktalk:
	     Do you like to be scared, but it isn’t Halloween yet?  Crandall’s Castle by Betty Ren Wright will definitely scare you.  In this horror and suspense novel, Charli is a 12-year old girl who is enjoying her summer vacation in her Minnesota town until her Uncle Will buys a haunted house.  He wants to fix up the run-down house and turn it into a bed-and-breakfast.  He thinks that it will be great for Charli to help him fix it up.  To make matters worse, Charli has to work with Sophia, the 14-year old girl who has come to spend the summer with Uncle Will and Aunt Lilly.  Sophia appears to be perfect to everyone, and that drives Charli crazy.

     One day, Charli decides to take a look at the house her Uncle Will has decided to call Crandall’s Castle by herself.  She is in for a big surprise!

     There was no other furniture except the chair, but a window seat stretched below the row of windows facing the street.  The room had a funny smell, like dead flowers.  Dead something.  

     She was about to turn back when a movement caught her eye.  The expanse of wall opposite the windows was no longer bare.  Against the dingy wallpaper lay the shadow of a cradle, as sharply outlined as if it were painted there.  Her astonishment deepened to panic, as the shadow grew larger and darker.  And there was something else…

     For a few seconds she was too terrified to move.  Then she turned and ran toward the door.  The key slipped from her sweaty fingers, but she didn’t stop to pick it up.  She didn’t dare.

     She crossed the street, cut between two houses, and was racing across the field toward Uncle Will’s house before she left herself think again about what she’d seen.

     There was the shadow of a cradle, but no cradle.  The shadow kept growing and darkening.  And then it had rocked, as if an invisible hand were moving it.

     After this scene, I had to keep reading to find out what was making Crandall’s Castle haunted.  There were other ghostly encounters beside this one, which were even scarier.  I enjoyed this book.  It was scary but not gory and disgusting.  It was a mystery wrapped up into a ghost story.  If you like mysteries and ghost stories, then Crandall’s Castle would be a great book to try.  Just remember, you might want to keep the lights on if you read it late at night.


	Characters:
	Name & Age:
	Relationship to other characters:
	Personality traits:

	
	Charli Belland – 12 years old
	Daughter of Rona (Belland) Franz, one of the two main characters
	Her father died when she was 3 years old.  She has trouble adjusting to a new father.  

	
	Sophia – 14 years old
	Aunt Lilly was the niece of Sophia’s great-grandfather, Lilly is taking care of Sophia while her great-grandmother is in the hospital
	Sophia has been in many foster homes.  Her only living relative is her great-grandmother who is dying.  She often feels or sees a picture come in her head of things before they happen (often bad things).  

	
	Dan Crandall – 16 years old
	Son of Lilly and Will Crandall, Charli’s cousin who lives across the street
	He often treats Charli like a baby.  He is very responsible.

	
	Lilly Crandall – adult (Aunt Lilly)
	Wife of Will Crandall, mother of the many Crandall children including: Dan, Gene, and Terry, Charli’s aunt
	She runs an unorganized and messy house, but her family is happy.  She lets Will make the major decisions for the family.  She is a good person to talk to when you have a problem because she is very understanding and kind.  

	
	Will Crandall – adult (Uncle Will)
	Husband of Lilly Crandall, father of the many Crandall children including:  Dan, Gene, and Terry, Charli’s uncle, Rona’s brother, high school history teacher
	He is always trying to come up with wild surprises to make his family’s life better.  Unfortunately, they are usually bad ideas.  He is very “laid-back” and loving. 

	
	Gene and Terry Crandall – 4 year old twins
	Lilly and Will’s twin sons, Charli’s cousins
	The twins are often getting themselves into trouble and are very mischievous.  They enjoy having Sophia for a babysitter.

	
	Ray Franz - adult
	Just married Rona Belland, Charli’s new stepfather, high school math teacher and basketball coach
	He is adjusting to being a stepfather to Charli.  He is often hard on her and insists that she get some exercise or stay busy.  He does not always agree with what Will Crandall decides to do.

	
	Rona (Belland) Franz -adult
	Charli’s mother, just married Ray Franz, manager to Blue Water Cafe
	She is adjusting to being a wife and having a “family” with Ray. She often tries to calm Ray and Charli’s disagreements.


	Conflict:
	   Charli and Sophia are both dealing with internal and external conflicts.  Charli is internally dealing with a new stepfather and building a relationship with him.  It is not going as smoothly as she had hoped it would.  Externally, Charli is jealous of Sophia (the girl who has moved in with her aunt and uncle) and she is afraid of the haunted house that her uncle wants her to help him fix up.  

     Sophia is internally dealing with trying to be normal. She has just moved in with the Crandall family, because her great-grandmother is dying in the hospital.   She also “sees things” before they happen and this often gets her into trouble with her foster families.  She is afraid to say anything about her visions because she does not want to be thrown out of this nice family.   Externally, does not get along with Charli (Lilly and Will’s niece).  Sophia is trying so hard to fit in with the Crandalls, but Charli thinks she is being a show-off.  


	Conflict Resolution:
	     Charli starts to get along with Ray better, especially after Ray stops criticizing her as much.  Once he believes that Charli was telling the truth about the ghost in Crandall’s Castle, their relationship changes for the better.  Charli is also happier once Ray offers to help finance a laundromat on the site of Crandall’s Castle.  Uncle Will decides that it is best for the castle to be torn down after the ghost almost kills Mickey.

      Sophia goes through changes as well.  She enjoys living with the Crandall family and starts to relax around them.  She still keeps her guard up about her ability to see things right before they happen, until she sees that the twins and baby Mickey are in extreme danger.  She leads the family to the castle, even when no one else knows where they are.  Charli, Dan, and Sophia save Mickey from the ghost.  Afterwards, the girls don’t see each other as a threat. They are also relieved to have people believe that the ghost is real.   Finally, Sophia receives good news after finding out that her great-grandmother has died.  Will and Lilly decide to let Sophia live with them and finally be part of a real family.


	Genre:
	Horror and Suspense


	You’ll love these:
	Same genre / interest level:
	Gilda Joyce, Psychic Investigator by Jennifer Allison

The Old Willis Place:  A Ghost Story by Mary Downing Hahn

The Haunting of Swain’s Fancy by Brenda Seabrooke

	
	By same author:
	Christina’s Ghost, Princess for a Week, The Ghost in Room 11


	Interest level / reading level:
	From www.perma-bound.com:
	Interest Level 5-9

Reading Level 4.6

	
	From Bound to Stay Bound Catalog:
	


	Read-aloud pages/passage:
	Chapter and page #:
	Description of action:

	
	“Sophia’s Journal” Chapter 2

 Pages 16-19
	Sophia writes in her journal about her foster home experiences.  She also explains how she can “see” things before they actually happen and how this gets her into trouble.

	
	“Charli” 

Chapter 7

Pages 56-57
	Charli goes into Crandall’s Castle for the first time alone.  She thinks that she has seen a ghost and runs away.

	
	“Charli” 

Chapter 10

Pages 77-80
	Charli and Dan have a “ghost” experience at Crandall’s Castle.  They hear eerie singing and laughing, but never find where the sounds are coming from.


	Setting:
	The story takes place in Mount Pleasant, Wisconsin in the present.


	Summary:
	      Charli Belland’s life was going-along just fine until this summer came along.  Her mother has just gotten married, her aunt and uncle have just taken in a strange 14-year old girl named Sophia, and her Uncle Will has just bought a new house to fix up.  Her stepfather seems unreasonable to her at times and is always nagging at her about something.  Usually, Charli would go across the street to her Aunt Lilly and Uncle Will’s house for comfort, but now Sophia is getting all of their attention.  Sophia seems very unfriendly and threatening to Charli, but she is not really sure why.  Everyone thinks that Charli is just jealous, but that is not the case.  To make matters worse, Uncle Will has just surprised the entire family by buying the oldest mansion in town. He hopes to renovate it and turn it into a bed-and-breakfast.  Charli finds out firsthand that the rumors of ghosts in the house are true.  Charli must find a way to figure out how to keep the past from happening again in “Crandall’s castle”.


	Point of View:
	The story’s point of view alternates from chapter to chapter.  The chapters alternate from Charli’s point of view and Sophia’s point of view.  They are either titled “Charli” or “Sophia’s Journal”.


	Theme:
	There are many themes in this novel.  They include:  ghosts, orphans, clairvoyance, family life, and Wisconsin.


	Across the Curriculum Connections:

	Subject:
	Suggested Activities:
	Resources:

	Storytelling
	Listen to a professional ghost storyteller tell the story “The Headless Brakeman”.  Discuss how she reads the story and uses her voice to make it even scarier.  
	http://www.ghoststories.biz/default.asp


	Storytelling
	This website is called “Campfire and Ghost Stories”.  It would be fun to print the stories and have the students practice reading them with the correct timing, changes in voice, and expression to make them sound “spooky”.  After practicing reading the ghost stories, students could read them for other classes.
	http://www.ohiotraveler.com/stories.htm


	Storytelling/

Social Studies
	Students can listen to more ghost stories.  They are divided into categories such as “scary”, “spooky”, and “funny.”  Students could listen to these stories or print them and “perform” them to practice speaking in front of a group.  Some of the ghost stories are based on American folklore.  There is even a ghost story about Abraham Lincoln.
	http://www.americanfolklore.net/spooky-stories.html


	Social Studies
	It is believed, that former Presidents and First Ladies haunt the White House.  This website has interviews of White House staff members who have experienced possible ghosts.  This could be fun to watch around Halloween or President’s Day.  This could lead to a discussion about the Presidents and why each one mentioned was important.
	http://www.whitehouse.gov/ghosts/



	Activities:
	Group Size
	Description:

	Journal Writing
	Individuals
	Students could keep a personal journal for a specified amount of time.  Each day, they would be given time to write about their day like Sophia did in her journal.

	Scene Sequencing
	Individuals, 

Whole Group
	Each student would pick a scene from the story and illustrate it on a piece of drawing paper. They can write a short caption at the bottom of the picture.   Afterwards, sit together on the floor and have each student explain his or her illustration.  Then, start a line of pictures on the floor one at a time.  After each picture, have the group decide where the newest scene should go in chronological order with the story.  When the discussion is finished, you will have a time line of the story and illustrations to hang in the classroom or hallway.

	Story Telling
	Whole Group
	Listen to the ghost story “The Headless Brakeman” on the website

http://www.ghoststories.biz/default.asp .  Discuss how the storyteller made the story scary.

	Story Telling
	Pairs
	Students can pick a ghost story from the website 

http://www.ohiotraveler.com/stories.htm or

http://www.americanfolklore.net/spooky-stories.html
They can print out their favorite and practice reading them with a partner.  The partner can give suggestions on how to make the story sound “scarier” by using their voice, timing, and gestures.  After rehearsing, they can read their stories for the class and try to be scary.


	Discussion Questions:
	Question
	Type of Question

	Chapter 1

Charli
	Why is Charli worried about Ray?
	Knowledge

	Chapter 2

Sophia’s Journal
	What is Sophia’s “best friend”?  Explain why this is unusual, but understandable for Sophia.
	Analysis

	Chapter 3

Charli
	Why is this dinner special for Charli, her mother, and Ray?
	Comprehension

	Chapter 4

Sophia’s Journal
	Describe what the Crandall house was like when Sophia arrived.  What was her first impression of the Crandall family?
	Comprehension

	Chapter 5

Charli
	Why are some people in the family not excited about Will’s surprise?
	Knowledge

	Chapter 6

Sophia’s Journal
	What happened when Charli and Sophia met for the first time?  Predict whether or not you think that they will be good friends.
	Comprehension

	Chapter 7

Charli                
	Describe Charli’s first experience inside of Crandall’s Castle?
	Comprehension

	Chapter 8

Sophia’s Journal
	Summarize how Sophia saved Terry and Gene?
	Comprehension

	Chapter 9

Charli
	Discuss why Charli and Ray are not getting along?
	Comprehension

	Chapter 10

Charli
	Describe what happened when Charli and Dan went to the castle together?
	Comprehension

	Chapter 11

Sophia’s Journal
	What are “Crandall Moments” like for Sophia?  Give an example of one moment.
	Knowledge

	Chapter 12

Charli
	Why is Charli having trouble helping Uncle Will at the castle?
	Comprehension

	Chapter 13

Sophia’s Journal
	Explain what Jake saw inside of the castle.  Why did this upset Charli so much?
	Comprehension

	Chapter 14

Charli
	Explain why Sophia doesn’t want to finish her strawberry sundae?
	Analysis

	Chapter 15

Sophia’s Journal
	Explain why Charli acted strangely when she was washing the windows?
	Analysis

	Chapter 16

Charli
	Describe what happened to William Herndon in the Castle.
	Comprehension

	Chapter 17

Sophia’s Journal
	Why did Sophia hurry home after her run?
	Comprehension

	Chapter 18

Sophia’s Journal
	Why is Sophia worried about staying with Lilly and Will?
	Comprehension

	Chapter 19

Charli
	Why won’t Dan tell anyone about the ghost he and Charli saw in the castle?
	Comprehension

	Chapter 20

Sophia’s Journal
	What sort of trouble did the twins get Mickey into?
	Knowledge

	Chapter 21

Charli
	What will happen to Sophia at the end of the novel?
	Comprehension


	Language (spelling/vocabulary):
	Term
	Definition

	
	Guardian – page 12
	One who legally has the care of a person or the property of another



	
	Foster home – page 17
	A household in which an orphaned, neglected, or delinquent child is placed for care

	
	Mansion – page 37
	A large, impressive residence

	
	Bed-and-breakfast page 36
	A place for tourists to stay that offers lodging and breakfast

	
	Cradle – page 57
	A bed for a baby usually on rockers

	
	Pane – page 94
	A piece, section, or side of something (as a sheet of glass in a window)

	
	Shutters – page 102
	A movable cover for a window that swings on hinges like a door

	
	Scholarship – page 108
	Money given (as by a college) to a student to help pay for further education

	
	Laundromat – page 175
	A self-service laundry


	Indiana Standards met by novel content:
	

	English/Language Arts:
	4.1.1 Read aloud grade-level-appropriate narrative text (stories) and expository text (information) with   fluency and accuracy and with appropriate timing, changes in voice, and expression.

4.1.2 Apply knowledge of synonyms, antonyms, homographs, and idioms to determine the meaning of words and phrases.

4.2.2 Use knowledge of root words to determine the meaning of unknown words within a passage.

4.2.3  Use appropriate strategies when reading for different purposes.  Make and confirm predictions about text by using prior knowledge and ideas presented in the text itself, including illustrations, titles, topic sentences, important words, foreshadowing clues, and direct quotations.

4.3.2 Identify the main events of the plot, including their causes and the effects of each event on future actions, and the major theme from the story action.

4.3.3 Use knowledge of the situation, setting, and a character’s traits, motivations, and feelings to determine the causes for that character’s traits.

4.7.9   Engage the audience with appropriate words, facial expressions, and gestures.

5.1.1 Read aloud grade-level-appropriate narrative text (stories) and expository text (information) fluently and accurately and with appropriate timing, changes in voice, and expression.

5.1.2 Understand and explain frequently used synonyms, antonyms, and homographs.

5.2.2 Analyze text that is organized in sequential or chronological order.

5.2.3 Recognize main ideas presented in texts, identifying and assessing evidence that supports those ideas.

5.2.4 Draw inferences, conclusions, or generalizations about text and support them with textual evidence and prior knowledge

5.3.2 Identify the main problem or conflict of the plot and explain how it is resolved.

5.7.6   Use volume, phrasing, timing, and gestures appropriately to enhance meaning.

6.2.4 Clarify an understanding of texts by creating outlines, notes, diagrams, summaries, or reports.

6.3.1 Identify different types (genres) of fiction and describe the major characteristics of each form.

6.3.2 Analyze the effect of the qualities of the character on the plot and the resolution of the conflict.

6.3.5 Identify the speaker and recognize the difference between first-person and third person.

6.3.8 Critique the believability of characters and the degree to which a plot is believable or realistic.

6.7.7 Use effective timing, volume, tone, and alignment of hand and body gestures to sustain audience interest and attention.



	Math:
	N/A

	Science:
	4.5.5 Explain how reasoning can be distorted by strong feelings.

5.2.8 Recognize when and describe that comparisons might not be accurate because some of the conditions are not kept the same.

6.2.7 Locate information in reference books, back issues of newspapers and magazines, compact disks, and computer databases.

6.2.8 

	Social Studies:
	4.5.1 Identify ways that social groups influence individual behavior and responsibilities.

6.1.20  Differentiate between factual and fictional historical accounts; explain the meaning of historical passages by identifying who was involved, what happened, where it happened, what events led to these developments, and what consequences or outcomes followed.
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