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	About the Author:

(Interesting facts, etc)
	Gwenyth Swain has written many children’s biographies, but Chig and the Second Spread is her first novel. She grew up in southern Indiana, near Nashville.  She used her experiences growing up in Indiana for the setting of this book.  In college, she studied to be a librarian.  After a while, she decided that she wanted to make books more.  She has even written a book called Bookworks:  Making Books by Hand.  She now lives in St. Paul, Minnesota with her husband and two children.  After e-mailing the author, she informed me that she has another novel and a picture book with Indiana history connections coming out in 2008!

	Web Address:
	http://www.gwenythswain.com
This is a very useful website for teachers.  There is a “Top Ten Tips for Using Chig and the Second Spread in the Classroom”, a bibliography of stories of the one-room school, a biography, and a very informative interview with Gwenyth Swain.  
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c/o Random House Children’s Books
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	Connection to the Book:
	     Gwenyth Swain’s father told her stories about growing up during the Depression. Henry Swain’s stories made the Great Depression sound like the “great” Depression to Gwenyth.  There were many good things that came out of this time for him.  

     He often told the story of how some families were so poor that they only had one spread for their sandwiches.  Gwenyth got the idea for the main character’s name from an obituary she read in a newspaper from her hometown (Nashville, Indiana).  Generva Irene “Chig” Owens was so small when she was born that her grandfather compared her to a “red chigger”.  She was later nicknamed “Chig”.  She grew up to become the first female county commissioner of Brown County, Indiana.  She thought this was a great name for a character.

	Other books by this author:
	I Wonder as I Wonder, Sojourner Truth, President of the Underground Railroad:  A Story about Levi Coffin, Freedom Seeker:  A Story About William Penn, Theodore Roosevelt, Johnny Appleseed, Bookworks:  Making Books by Hand


	Annotation:
	     Chig and the Second Spread by Gwenyth Swain is a great book to read to learn about the Great Depression.  In this novel, Chig is an 8-year old girl who is extremely poor, but she is more concerned about other things in life like growing taller and watching her friends go hungry.  The author got ideas for this story from her father.  He told stories of growing up during the Depression, but it sounded like a “great” Depression to her because of the way he told them.  He often described how some people would eat sandwiches with only one “spread” on them because they were so poor.  Gwenyth Swain used the setting of Niplak, Indiana, which is based on southern Indiana, where she spent her childhood.  This piece of historical fiction would be very beneficial for a fourth grade, Indiana history lesson.  The author makes the story seem very believable and real because it is based on real stories. Students might have trouble at first reading the dialogue of some of the characters, but it is easy to catch onto the dialect after a few pages.   I enjoyed this book especially since it was set in southern Indiana, which I love.  As a teacher in a school with an extremely high poverty rate, I know that my students would relate with being poor and trying to get by.  I am looking forward to using Chig and the Second Spread with my fourth grade class this year.


	Booktalk:
	     Have you ever wished that you could grow taller?  Most children do, but one little girl worries about it all of the time.  In the story Chig and the Second Spread by Gwenyth Swain, there is an 8-year old girl named Chig who thinks that she will never grow.  In fact, when her parents measure her,  she seems to be shrinking.  This is a historical piece of fiction, based during the Depression in southern Indiana.  Chig’s family and the rest of the town of Niplak are very poor because of the Depression.  Chig is always seeking advice from others about her “shrinkage” and hopes for a miracle.  Her little brother and baby sister are going to be taller than Chig if something doesn’t happen soon.  Her Aunt Dorothea suggests that she try eating proteins to help her grow. 

      After this, she watches what she eats more and starts to notice that other children at school are not eating so well.  Many of the students are eating sandwiches with only one “spread” or layer of food on them.  Hubie (Chig’s brother) notices that Willy (Chig’s friend) does not have a big lunch one day.

      “Is that any good or is it grunt?” asked Hubie, pointing at Willy’s buttermilk biscuit sandwich.  Chig told herself she’d have to give Hubie a talking-to about not being quite so nosy.  Then she eyed Willy’s sandwich with interest.  It was a simple affair:  one biscuit, likely leftover from supper the night before, cut in half and spread with ketchup.

     “It’s not grunt.” Willy said in a tone meant to justify something.  “The ketchup’s homemade.”

    Chig saw at once what the problem was.  Her own sandwich had come to school carefully tucked into an envelope of waxed paper.  Willy’s had come straight out of the bag, and it wasn’t clear that any more biscuits lay waiting inside.  A single sandwich was more than sufficient to feed a growing Chig, but you didn’t have to be a dietitian to see that a boy like Willy needed stronger stuff.  What was more, his sandwich had only one thing spread between its covers (pages 133-134).

     She realizes that times are getting harder for many of the families and sets out on a crusade to help everyone have a “second spread.”.  She might be “petite”, but she has a big heart and proves that she be big in other ways to help the people of Niplak.

     I enjoyed Chig and the Second Spread.  I enjoyed reading about a girl growing up in Indiana, since that is where I have lived my whole life.  If I had read this book when I was a child, I would have thought it was even more special because it takes place in Indiana.  I can’t remember too many stories taking place in my home state, when I was growing up.  It helped me learn about what it might have been like for my grandparents when they were living during the Depression in southern Indiana.  I knew that life was hard for people during this time, but Gwenyth Swain makes it so easy to imagine what the characters are going through.  It is especially interesting coming from a child’s perspective.  Once Chig started learning about the marbles, I wanted to keep reading because most people can relate to having a rival during their school day.  I wanted for her to learn how to play ringer so that she could beat Ed.  I wanted to find out what she would have to do in order to get bigger.  Finally, as I learned more and more about Chig, I wanted to know what big things she would accomplish.  


	Characters:
	Name & Age:
	Relationship to other characters:
	Personality traits:

	
	Minerva “Chig” Kalpin – 8 years old
	Main character
	Works very hard at school, desperately wants to grow taller, good helper at home 

	
	Miss Barkus -adult
	Chig’s teacher
	Spends extra time with Chig at recess because she started school late, encourages Chig to work hard, Chig looks up to her

	
	Willy Huddleston – child, close to Chig’s age
	Chig’s classmate
	Has trouble standing up to Ed Beemis at recess, kids often “take advantage” of him because he isn’t very smart, one of Chig’s best friends, teaches Chig how to play marbles

	
	Alberta Beemis – 8  years old
	Chig’s classmate
	Head drops because her hair has never been cut, plays with Chig at recess

	
	Hubert “Hubie” Kalpin –4 ½ years old
	Chig’s little brother
	Loves for Chig to tell him about her day at school, always climbing

	
	Ed Beemis – 12 years old
	Chig’s classmate
	“flashiest” of the boys at school, wears pants instead of patched overalls, makes a big deal out of sneezing with a red bandana, leads the other boys in teasing Chig about her size cheats at marbles, calls her a “runt”

	
	Mama –adult
	Chig’s mother
	Loving, teaches Chig that people should like you for who you are (size isn’t important)

	
	Daddy – adult
	Chig’s father
	Reassures Chig she will probably keep growing, loving, supportive

	
	Dorothea –adult
	Chig’s aunt from Indianapolis
	Dietician at Indianapolis Children’s Hospital but doesn’t like to cook, brings “exotic” canned goods to Chig’s family, helps Chig to pick nutritional foods to help her grow taller


	Conflict:
	     Chig is dealing with an internal and an external conflict.  First of all, she is dealing with her “shrinking” problem.  She is not growing taller.  In fact, she seems to be shrinking instead of growing taller as the other children at school are doing.  This causes her to be self-conscious about her size and she lacks confidence in herself.  She does not feel important when she speaks in class because she is “petite” and many of the boys tease her. 

     Second, she is dealing with being poor and watching others around her becoming poorer.  She is very worried about her friends and family and wants to help.  She thinks that because she is young and small, that she cannot make a difference.  She proves herself wrong.


	Conflict Resolution:
	     Chig solves both of these conflicts.  She asks for advice from many people about her height.  She finally figures out that people should like you for who you are, not for your size.  Chig proves that she can be very important to the town because she warns them that the railroad bridge is damaged.  She runs to town to get help and is very important in organizing the effort to save the train (even though she is so young).   Finally, Chig asks her teacher for advice on how to help her friends and family, since everyone is so poor.  Miss Barkus suggests that she write to someone very important like Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt.  Chig writes a letter to her and later on the town starts to have more jobs.  This helps the families in Niplak take better care of themselves.  They can then enjoy having their “second spread”.


	Genre:
	Historical Fiction


	You’ll love these:
	Same genre / interest level:
	The Secret School, The Year of Miss Agnes, The School At Crooked Creek (set in Indiana), On the Banks of Plum Creek, These Happy Golden Years

	
	By same author:
	Sojourner Truth, President of the Underground Railroad:  A Story about Levi Coffin


	Interest level / reading level:
	From www.perma-bound.com:
	Interest Level 4-7

Reading Level 5.5

	
	From Bound to Stay Bound Catalog:
	


	Read-aloud pages/passage:
	Chapter and page #:
	Description of action:

	
	Chapter 1

Pages 1-3
	This introduces us to Chig, describes how Chig got her name, and how she explains her name to her teacher on the first day of school.

	
	Chapter 16

Pages 151-154
	This describes how Chig discovers the problem with the bridge on her way to Niplak.

	
	Chapter 16

Pages 159-161
	This describes the terrible train crash in great detail.


	Setting:
	     The story takes place around the fictional town of Niplak, Indiana during the Great Depression.   The author used the rolling hills of southern Indiana as a basis for the story, since this is where she grew up. Niplak is Chig’s last name spelled backwards (Kalpin).  Chig’s great, great, great grandfather founded the town.


	Summary:
	     Minerva “Chig” Kalpin is an 8 year-old girl growing up in Southern Indiana during the Great Depression.  Times are tough for everyone in her town, and her family is not excluded.  Besides worrying about “getting by”, Chig is worried that she will never grow.  In fact, she thinks she is shrinking.  Her short stature affects her confidence, until she discovers that small people can do great things.  She proves that even though she is small, that her big heart can help her town in many big ways.


	Point of View:
	Third person


	Theme:
	     The second spread refers to the second “spread” or layer of food or condiments on a sandwich.  Chig noticed that many of her classmates were only eating a biscuit with one spread, because times were becoming more difficult.  Chig wanted to make things better for everyone, so that all of her friends and their families could eat a second spread.


	Across the Curriculum Connections:

	Subject:
	Suggested Activities:
	Resources:

	Recess games
	Introduce the class to the game of marbles.  Teach them how to play Ringer like the characters in the book did.
	http://www.marblemuseum.org/games/ringer/html


	Writing
	Read letters that actual children wrote to Mrs. Roosevelt during the Great Depression.  
	http://newdeal.feri.org/eleanor/


	Social Studies
	Look at pictures of people during the Great Depression.  Discuss how life was different during this time by discussing the many pictures.
	http://history1900s.about.com/library/photos/blyindexdepression.htm



	Activities:
	Group Size
	Description:

All of these activities were taken from Gwenyth Swain’s website.  www.gwenythswain.com


	Writing a Short Memoir
	Individuals
	After reading the first chapter, have the students write a short story about their first memory of school.  

	Writing a Letter
	Individuals or small groups
	After reading chapter 15, discuss what Chig’s letter to Mrs. Roosevelt might have been about.  Next, read real letters that children wrote to Mrs. Roosevelt at 

http://newdeal.feri.org/eleanor .  Then, the students can write their own version of Chig’s letter to Mrs. Roosevelt.

	Venn Diagram
	Small groups 
	Look at pictures of the Great Depression since there are not illustrations in the novel.  The following website has very good pictures to start a discussion

http://history1900s.about.com/library/photos/blyindexexpression.htm 

Students can create a Venn Diagram comparing and contrasting life today to that during the Great Depression.

	Recess Games of Long Ago
	Small groups
	Many of the recess games in the novel are similar to those today.  However, many children may not know how to play the marble game “Ringer”.  After reading the following website, students can try to play in small groups

http://www.marblemuseum.org/games/ringer.html



	Discussion Questions:
	Question
	Type of Question

	Chapter 1
	Explain how Chig got her name?
	Analysis

	Chapter 2
	Why is Chig worried about “shrinkage”?
	Knowledge

	Chapter 3
	When Chig asked her grandfather if he had seen much of the depression, what did he tell her?  Why did people act this way?
	Application

	Chapter 4
	Why was Chig afraid to “speak up” to Ed about his marble game with Willy?
	Knowledge

	Chapter 5
	Why was Chig trying to do “good works”?
	Comprehension

	Chapter 6
	How did the storm bring the Kalpin family some good luck?
	Comprehension

	Chapter 7
	Why did Chig glow after finishing her chores in the henhouse?
	Comprehension

	Chapter 8
	How will Aunt Dorothea help Chig grow?
	Knowledge

	Chapter 9
	Why did the marble game end so quickly at recess?
	Knowledge

	Chapter 10
	Explain why it was important for Chig and Willy to go to the carnival?
	Analysis

	Chapter 11
	How were Chig and Willy going to earn money for the carnival?
	Knowledge

	Chapter 12
	What did the “tall lady” tell Chig about being big?
	Comprehension

	Chapter 13
	Why would the men at the general store talk about insects and caterpillars?
	Comprehension

	Chapter 14
	Explain why Chig is concerned about Willy’s sandwich?
	Analysis

	Chapter 15
	Describe Chig’s plan to help more people have a “second spread”.
	Comprehension

	Chapter 16
	Describe what the people of Niplak tried to do to prevent the train accident.
	Comprehension

	Chapter 17
	How did the train accident turn out to be good for Niplak?
	Application

	Chapter 18
	What were some of the “big things” Chig accomplished during this chapter?  How did these things help Niplak?
	Application

	Chapter 19
	Describe how some of the characters were different at the end of the novel.
	Comprehension


	Language (spelling/vocabulary):
	Term
	Definition

	
	Chigger – page 1
	6-legged bloodsucking mite larva that causes intense itching

	
	Petite – page 7
	Having a small, trim figure

	
	Runt – page 9
	Unusually small animal or person

	
	Depression – page 24
	A period of low general economic activity with widespread unemployment

	
	Hobo- page 25
	A homeless and usually poor wanderer

	
	Morels – page 49
	Any of several large edible fungi with a cap having indentations on the surface

	
	Bandana – page 59
	Large handkerchief usually with a colorful design printed on it

	
	Address – page 61
	A rehearsed speech

	
	Scholars – page 84
	A person who attends a school or studies under a teacher: pupil

	
	Trestle – page 160
	A structure of timbers or steel for carrying a road or railroad over a valley

	
	Timber – page 160
	A large piece of wood squared or finished for use


	Indiana Standards met by novel content:
	

	English/Language Arts:
	1.1 Read aloud grade-level-appropriate narrative text (stories) and expository text (information) with fluency and accuracy and with appropriate timing, changes in voice, and expression.

1.2 Apply knowledge of synonyms, antonyms, homographs, and idioms to determine the meaning of words and phrases.

2.2 Use appropriate strategies when reading for different purposes.

2.3 Make and confirm predictions about text by using prior knowledge and ideas presented in the text itself, including illustrations, titles, topic sentences, important words, foreshadowing clues, and direct quotations.

3.2 Identify the main events of the plot, including their causes and the effects of each event on future actions, and the major theme from the story action.

3.3 Use knowledge of the situation, setting, and a character’s traits, motivations, and feelings to determine the causes for that character’s actions.

5.2 Write responses to literature that:  demonstrate an understanding of a literary work and support judgments through references to both the text and prior knowledge.

5.4  Write summaries that contain the main ideas of the reading selection and the most significant details.

	Math:
	N/A

	Science:
	4.1.7 Discuss and give examples of how technology, such as computers and medicines, has improved the lives of many people, although the benefits are not equally available to all.

4.4.9 Explain that food provides energy and materials for growth and repair of body parts.  Recognize that vitamins and minerals, present in small amounts of foods, are essential to keep everything working well.  Further understand that as people grow up, the amounts and kinds of food and exercise needed by the body change.

4.6.1 Demonstrate that in an object consisting of many parts, the parts usually influence or interact with one another.

4.6.2 Show that something may not work as well, or at all, if a part of it is missing, broken, worn out, mismatched, or incorrectly connected.

	Social Studies:
	4.1.11    Identify important events and movements that changed life in Indiana in the twentieth century.
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