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	Connection to the Book:
	Grew up in southern Indiana; Niplak is loosely based on Nashville, Indiana; story is based on stories from her grandfather’s Depression experience; Chig is based on a girl from her Indiana hometown that people said was “no bigger than a chigger”.

	Other books by this author:
	I Wonder as I Wander, Wanda Gag: Storybook Artist, Sojourner Truth, Johnny Appleseed, Theodore Roosevelt, The Road To Seneca Fall: A Story About Elizabeth Cady Stanton, President of the Underground Railroad: A Story About Levi Coffin, Indiana (non-fiction state book), Declaring Freedom: A Look at the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution, and the Bill of Rights, Tigers, It’s a Small World (non-fiction series)


	Annotation:
	When her pa first saw her, he said she wasn’t any bigger than a “little red chigger”, but Chig Halpin is about to become larger than life.  The “runt” of her school, family, and almost the entire town of Niplak, Indiana, Chig is constantly teased about her size, forever trying to find a solution to make herself grow.  With the help of a warm, compassionate teacher and a special friend, she learns that her petite size does not devalue her strength, intelligence, and the ability to help others, especially when it comes to her community’s troubles during the Depression.   


	Booktalk:
	Have you ever been laughed at or teased because of your size or appearance?  How did that make you feel?  Well, Chig Halpin, has been teased about her small stature ever since she was born and her daddy said she wasn’t “no bigger than a little red chigger”.  While she tries to ignore the mean comments of her larger classmates, she begins to learn that although she may be smaller, she has a lot more brains and inner strength than most of her bigger counterparts. She begins a series of adventures to help her community get through the Great Depression of 1930.  It takes the Great Niplak Train Disaster to really show her how much good a big heart in a little body can do.  Who knows?  Maybe her adventure will inspire you!  Read “Chig and the Second Spread” by Gwenyth Swain.


	Characters:
	Name & Age:
	Relationship to other characters:
	Personality traits:

	
	Chig Kalpin – age 8 - 10
	Main character
	Independent, spunky, strong, smart

	
	Miss Barkus
	Chig’s teacher
	Kind, warm, respected

	
	Willy Huddleston – age 8 - 10
	Chig’s best friend
	Supportive, loyal, smart

	
	Ed Beemis
	Chig’s nemesis 
	Bullying, insecure, mean

	
	Aunt Dorothea – 31
	Chig’s aunt
	Warm, friendly, knowing, intelligent, independent

	
	Mama
	Chig’s mother
	level-headed, loving

	
	Papa
	Chig’s father
	level-headed, loving

	
	Granny Shorty
	Chig’s grandmother
	no-nonsense, spirited, practical


	Conflict:
	Chig wishes she were bigger.

	
	


	Conflict Resolution:
	Chig realizes that the size of her body doesn’t equal the size of her heart – or her ability to do great things for others.



	Genre:
	Historical fiction


	You’ll love these:
	Same genre / interest level:
	Christmas After All: The Depression Diary of Minnie Swift by Kathryn Lasky; Ida Comes Over the Mountain by Robert Burch; Between Dark and Daylight by Crystal Thrasher; Out of the Dust by Karen Hesse;
Children of the Dust Bowl by Jerry Stanley


	
	By same author:
	President of the Underground Railroad: A Story About Levi Coffin, The Road To Seneca Falls: A Story About Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Johnny Appleseed 


	Interest level / reading level:
	From Follett Library Resources
	Reading grade level: 5.4 Follett Library Resources
Interest grade level: 3-6 Follett Library Resources

	
	
	


	Read-aloud pages/passage:
	Chapter and page #:
	Description of action:

	
	Chapter 1 Pp. 1 – 6
	The reader meets Chig and the conflict of her size is set up as she begins school.

	
	Chapter 1 Pp. 8-11
	Chig is being made fun of on the playground

	
	Chapter 3 Pp. 24-27
	Chig and her family are discussing the Depression

	
	Chapter 12 Pp. 112-117
	Chig goes to visit the Tallest Woman in the World

	
	Chapter 14 Pp. 133- 141
	Chig discovers a the need for a “second spread” on the sandwiches of her community

	
	Chapter 16 Pp. 151-152
	Chig and Willy discover that the bridge is about to collapse when the train is coming.


	Setting:
	Rural Indiana (the fictional town of Niplak) during the Great Depression of the 1930’s


	Summary:
	Minerva Kalpin, a.k.a “Chig”, hates being so small. The boys at her school tease her mercilessly until she starts believing their ideas about her and wants to change.  A visit from her Aunt Dorothea, the dietician, has her eating special foods to make her “grow”.  When the carnival comes to town, Chig scrapes and scrapes until she gets the money to visit the Tallest Woman in the World and ask her advice.  Meanwhile, she continues to measure herself, stretching and straining to get that extra inch.  
It’s only when Chig begins to see others’ problems that she realizes that hers are not so big in comparison (no pun intended).  She finds that some of the children in her class have only one spread on their sandwiches for lunch when normally they would always have two, and she knows something is wrong in Niplak.  Men are jumping trains and lurking around the general store with nowhere to go and no jobs to be done. The Great Depression was settling on Niplak like a heavy dust, and it was up to Chig to lift it. When she and Willy help to stop a potentially deadly train disaster, she realizes just what may be done to help them.
Chig finds out she has more courage and conviction than people twice her size, and the community of Niplak realizes that Chig’s small stature is nothing compared to the big heart within her.


	Point of View:
	Third Person Omniscient


	Theme:
	“Even the smallest person can make a big difference.”
A small girl said to be “no bigger than a chigger” makes a big difference in her community afflicted by the Depression.  Literarally, the “second spread” refers to her ability to provide them with a different type of spread to put on their sandwiches – something very poor people at the time could never do.  It figuratively refers to giving them some hope in their despair.


	Across the Curriculum Connections: (Science, Soc. Studies, L.A., Math, Art, Music, Life Skills, etc.)

	Subject:
	Suggested Activities:
	Resources:(audio/video,non-fiction,websites,community)

	Life Skills
	Discuss ways that students might help others just as Chig did.  Start a campaign to raise money for school events, charities, children’s hospitals, etc.
Start a “Random Acts of Kindness” Campaign in your classroom or school.
	Web Resources:

Volunteer Resource Center

http://www.idealist.org/kt/volunteercenter.html
National and Global Youth Service Day: Youth Service America

http://www.ysa.org/nysd/
Random Acts of Kindness Foundation

http://www.actsofkindness.org/classroom/


	Social Studies
	Research and discuss the 1930’s Depression in in the United States.  If possible, discuss the specifics of surviving the Depression in rural Indiana or on a farm.
	Web Resources:

America’s Story From America’s Library

http://www.americaslibrary.gov/jb/wwii/jb_wwii_stockmrkt_1.html
The Depression Experience: Riding the Rails

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/rails/
Click2History: The Great Depression

http://www.click2history.com/great_depression/great_depression_ch1.htm
Reflections of the Century: Making Do During the Great Depression

http://www.kpcnews.net/special-sections/reflections1/reflections20.html
Life on the Farm During the Depression of the 30’s

http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/2107/dadindex.html


	Language Arts
	Have students write letters to local, state, or federal officials to help initiate change on an issue of their choice using proper letter-writing techniques.
	Letter Models: http://newdeal.feri.org/classrm/clasdmr1.htm

	Language Arts/Social Studies
	As a class or in novel groups, have students compare and contrast other fiction and non-fiction books about the Depression.  How is it treated differently in each novel depending upon urban or rural settings or areas of the country? How do the characters’ conflicts seem the same or different as a result?
	Christmas After All: The Depression Diary of Minnie Swift by Kathryn Lasky; Ida Comes Over the Mountain by Robert Burch; 

Between Dark and Daylight by Crystal Thrasher; 

Out of the Dust by Karen Hesse;
Children of the Dust Bowl by Jerry Stanley

	
	Have students compare and contrast Chig’s story with other fiction and non-fiction books on the Depression:

Christmas After All: The Depression Diary of Minnie Swift by Kathryn Lasky
Nowhere To Call Home by Cynthia DeFelice
Out of the Dust by Karen Hesse

Children of the Dust Bowl by Jerry Stanley



	Language Arts
	Study the genre of historical fiction or memoir.  Have students write their own memoirs based on their school stories or life events OR have them interview a parent or grandparent to write their story  in the form of a memoir or historical fiction (see activity “Family Stories” below).
	
	
	


	Activities:
	Group Size
	Description:

	Letters to Eleanor Roosevelt
	Individual/small group
	Have students analyze the actual Depression-era letters to Eleanor Roosevelt at the following address

 http://newdeal.feri.org/classrm/clasdmr1.htm.  What types of concerns did kids of that time have?  Are their letters effectively written?  What did the First Lady do in response to the letters?


	One-Room Schoolhouses
	Whole class/small group/individual
	Have student visit one-room schoolhouses on the web (or in person!) to research real-life rural schooling in the past. Have students compare and contrast the differences between today’s schooling and that of yesteryear.

Have them collect their information in a special “Schoolhouse Book” (instructions for making at http://www.gwenythswain.com/schoolstorybook.htm).

 Some of these resources are specific to Indiana.
Web Resources:
One-Room Schoolhouse Resource Center
http://www2.johnstown.k12.oh.us/cornell/
EDSITEment: Reading, Writing and 'Rithmetic in the One-Room Schoolhouse
http://edsitement.neh.gov/view_lesson_plan.asp?id=319
Gwenyth Swain’s One-Room Schoolhouse Tour
http://www.gwenythswain.com/oneroomschool.htm
One Room Schoolhouses: Boone County, Indiana
http://www.bccn.boone.in.us/schoolhouse/home.htm
Grandparents’ Attic: One Room Schoolhouse

http://www.natureshift.org/oldsite/natureshift/curricula/Grandparent_Attic/school/gpa_school.html
ALA: Revisiting the One-Room School
http://www.ala.org/ala/booklinksbucket/revisitinghtml.htm
Connor Prairie – Distance Learning

http://www.connerprairie.org/discover_learn/distancelearning.aspx
Pittsboro One-Room School

http://www.pittsborooneroomschool.org/
PBS: School: The Story of American Public Education

http://www.pbs.org/kcet/publicschool/evolving_classroom/index.html



	School Games
	Whole class, small group
	Have student research different types of games played by children of the time, specifically the game of Ringer.

http://www.marblemuseum.org/games/ringer.html


	Family Stories
	Individual
	Have students interview older family members for stories of their experiences during the Great Depression or during other struggles in United States History.  Have students share these stories in the form of a paper, video recording, Power Point , or other report of their choice.  

	Author Visit!
	Whole School/class
	Write a grant to your school PTO or district foundation to have Gwenyth Swain visit your school!  A native of Indiana, Mrs. Swain visits the Hoosier state often and her rates are very reasonable.  Visit http://www.gwenythswain.com/authorvisits.htm for costs and info.

	Author Web Hunt
	1-2 students per computer in lab
	Have students complete a web hunt on Gwenyth Swain.  Have them find out why she wrote the book, where in Indiana she’s from, and what real-life stories went into the writing of Chig.

http://www.gwenythswain.com



	Discussion Questions:
	Question
	Type of Question

	Pre-Reading:
	1. Does size make a difference in the types of things a person can do?  Have you ever experienced “size prejudice”?  When does size NOT matter?
2. What do you know about the Depression of the 1930’s?  Discuss the historical background of this story using students’ prior knowledge as well as new information about this historical event.

3. Have you ever been the brunt of jokes and unfair treatment from classmates or family members?  Have you ever been the one doing the taunting? How did this make you feel?  What were the reasons?
	

	Post-reading:
	1. Has Chig’s story inspired in you a desire to change something in your life or world.  If so, what?  What are some small or large ways you can make that change (writing letters, campaign, etc.)?
2. How do Chig’s concerns change from the beginning of the story to the end? What does this say about her change in character and heart?
	

	First 1/3 of book:
	1. How did Chig get her name?  What is her #1 concern in life as the story begins?
2. Discuss this quote from Chig’s mom:  “Way down deep, I think – whatever folks may call us, whatever we call folks – we all got an equal chance to be decent.  We’re just not all of us as ready as we could be.” What do you think she means? Do you agree with her perception of things?
3. Is Chig growing?  If not, why, do you think?  Have you ever been impatient for something to happen? What did you do about it?  Did the thing you wanted finally happen?  At what point?

4. Who is FDR?  What role did he play in the Great Depression? What kind of man do you think he was?

5. What does FERA stand for?  Why was it necessary?

6. What were some of the problems people faced during the Depression – specifically those in the city.  How did some people choose to react to those problems?

7. Reverend Whittle says in his sermon, “Let us not be small of heart…let us remember that good works make small men seem tall…”.  What do you think he means? How does this relate to Chig.

8. Describe Chig’s first visit to Editha’s house.  Was it a successful one?  Do you think she should try going back or give up?  Why or why not?  What motivates her to go there in the first place?
	

	Second 1/3 of book:
	1. What kind of friend is Willy?  How do we know what he is like? Do you have a friend like him? If not, would you want one? Explain your answer.

2. How does the game of marbles reflect what is going on in Chig’s life?  What is the difference between her first game of marbles with Ed and future games?

3. What happens to Chig during her recitation of the Gettysburg Address?  Has this ever happened to you?  


4. What does Chig learn about when her Aunt Dorothea comes to town?  Does it work?


5. Why are Chig and Willy working so hard to earn money?  Have you ever worked hard to earn money for something? What?  How did it make you feel?  Is it worth more when you earn something or when it is given to you?


6. What happens when Chig finally gets to see the Tallest Woman in the World?  Is it what she expected?  Why or why not?  How does her perspective change after meeting the Tall Lady?


7. Describe the character of Miss Barkus.  Would you like to have a teacher like her?  Why or why not?

8. What happens to Ed after his father is hurt?  How does this change things for Chig?


	

	Last 1/3 of book:
	1. What was interesting about the bridge for the trains in Niplak?  What do you predict might happen?  Discuss the concept of foreshadowing.

2. What does Chig notice about her classmates’ sandwiches at lunch?  Why was this such a surprise to her and what was the cause?  What does this inspire her to do?


3. What is the Works Progress Administration? Why was it important?

4. What did Niplak need that it didn’t have? What was Chig’s solution to that?


5. How do Chig and Hubie help people avoid a potentially deadly train disaster?  

6. Who does Chig end up saving from the train? What was he doing there?  What other helpful things does she do as a result of the train disaster?  What does this show about her character and intelligence?

7. How do the cans of spreads help Mr. Gibson and his store?


8. What happens as a result of Chig’s letter to Mrs. Roosevelt?  How does this change the way Chig sees herself?  What does the WPA man call her when he comes to visit?  What is significant about this?


9. Chig grows physically in the story, but what is the most important growth she experiences?


	


	Language (spelling/vocabulary):
	Term
	Definition

	
	Depression
	A time of crisis when many people lost money and jobs - beginning with the stock market crash in 1929 and continuing through the 1930s

	
	Chigger
	A small, six-legged insect that feeds off of other insects

	
	Muster
	To gather up

	
	Crawdads
	Another word for crayfish – small shellfish that live in ponds and creeks

	
	Petite
	Small, slender, and trim

	
	Runt
	An undersized animal, especially the smallest animal of a litter

	
	Swaggered
	To walk or strut like you are “all that”

	
	Turpentine
	A brownish-yellowish oil used for household repairs and ointments

	
	FERA
	Federal Emergency Relief Administration

	
	FDR
	Franklin Delano Roosevelt

	
	Party line
	A telephone circuit connecting two or more people with the same line

	
	Daybed
	A couch or sofa that converts into a bed

	
	Taunting
	Mocking or insulting

	
	Sorghum
	A grass farmed as grain and made into syrup

	
	Tobacco
	Plants whose leaves are made into smoking products

	
	Lagging
	To fall behind

	
	Pulpit
	a platform used in preaching during services

	
	Kerosene
	An oil burned to light lamps

	
	Ominous
	threatening

	
	Recitation
	The act of reciting memorized materials in a public performance



	
	Autumnal equinox
	Marks the beginning of Autumn – September 23rd

	
	Precision
	Exactness – doing something right “on the mark”

	
	Renegade
	An outlaw or rebel

	
	Hoboes
	One who wanders from place to place without a permanent home or a job

	
	Good Samaritan
	A compassionate person who unselfishly helps others


	Indiana Standards met by novel content:
	

	English/Language Arts:
	4.2.2; 4.2.3; 4.2.4; 4.2.6; 4.3.2; 4.3.3; 
5.2.2; 5.2.3; 5.2.4; 5.2.5; 5.3.1; 5.3.2; 5.3.3; 5.3.4; 5.3.5; 5.3.7; 
6.1.4; 6.2.3; 6.2.4; 6.2.5; 6.3.1; 6.3.2; 6.3.3; 6.3.4; 6.3.5; 6.3.6; 6.3.7; 6.3 8

	Math:
	

	Science:
	

	Social Studies:
	4.2.7; 4.2.8; 4.3.4; 4.3.10; 4.4.1; 4.4.2
5.2.1; 5.2.9; 5.2.10; 5.2.11

6.1.18; 6.1.21; 6.2.6
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